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In accordance with Sections 2272 and 2279 of the California Food and Agricultural Code, 
I am pleased to announce the release of the 2025 Annual Crop and Livestock Report for 
the County of Monterey. This report reflects a gross production value of $4,822,429,000 
which is a decrease of 3% from 2024.

The values represented here reflect gross values of agricultural commodities grown in 
Monterey County, and do not include costs incurred by growers that include but are 
not limited to labor, field preparation, planting, irrigating, harvesting, distribution, pest 
management, cooling, marketing, equipment, assessments, costs or loss experienced by 
individual operations, and other production activities. 

Every year our diverse range of commodities are affected by numerous influences 
including market demand, production challenges, labor availability, weather conditions, 
and many others. These influences can reduce supply, increase or decrease values, 
and impact commodities dramatically. 2025 was characterized by fluctuating tariffs 
impacting export of commodities and higher cost of production to our growers. Typical 
weather patterns with a moderate summer were similar to 2024. Although market 
demand for high value crops remained high, decreases in value and planted acreage 
for some commodities led to decreases over last year. Top valued commodities include 
Strawberries, which maintain the top spot in the county with a gross production value of 
$1,068,736,000, a 3% increase from 2024. Leaf lettuce, including Romaine and other 
leaf lettuce varieties, continued to be the 2nd most valuable crop at $1,001,018,000 with 
an increase of 7%, and Head Lettuce as the 3rd most valuable crop at $583,706,000, 
a decrease of 2%. Broccoli remained in the 4th place ranking with a 11% decrease to 
$516,030,000. Production of all lettuce varieties accounted for 33% of the total value 
of the crop report at $1,584,724,000 and Monterey County is the number one lettuce 
producing county in the nation.   

Overall, Vegetable Crops saw a decrease in value of 4% to $3,295,099,000. Fruit and 
Nuts had a decrease of 1% to $1,248,847,000. Wine grapes, which are part of this 
category, continued to decline a second year in a row with a 25% loss in gross value, 
along with a 20% reduction in yields due to unharvested acreage. Wine grapes ranked 
9th in value, down from 8th in 2024. Field Crops and Seed Crops saw increases, while 
Livestock & Poultry saw a decrease.

This year’s Crop and Livestock Report theme, “25 Years of Organics,” highlights how 
organic agriculture has grown into a trusted, nationally regulated system that protects the 
organic label. The USDA’s National Organic Program has strengthened integrity through 
consistent certification, enhanced oversight, and new support programs for future 
organic farmers. The Monterey County Certified Organic program has grown alongside 
the industry, ensuring compliance and safeguarding organic integrity. Together, these 
developments show how a quarter century of innovation and collaboration has shaped a 
resilient and unified organic program.  

I would like to express my appreciation to the agricultural industry in providing us with 
vital information to make this report possible. I am especially appreciative of all the 
hard work and diligence of our staff and would like to thank Tim Lewis, Yvette Pellman, 
Valentin Contreras, Paulina Mejia, Arnulfo Rodriguez, as well as those 
who assisted in compiling, analyzing, and reviewing the information.

Respectfully submitted,
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It has been 25 years since the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) established the National Organic Program 
(NOP) through the Final Rule under the Code of Federal 
Regulations in February 2001. The NOP was created to bring 
consistency and accountability to the organic sector and 
has established a world recognized agricultural standard. 
Administered by the USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service, 
the NOP sets and enforces national standards for organic 
labeling, handling, and production, with its core mission 
focused on protecting the integrity of the USDA Organic Seal. 
To uphold these standards, the NOP works through accredited 
certifying organizations to certify farms and businesses that 
meet national organic requirements. Only products meeting 
these requirements may bear the organic seal. The NOP and 
certifiers work together to maintain consumer confidence 
in organic products. Over the last quarter century, the NOP 
has adapted to new challenges, strengthened trust in organic 
production, and supported the farmers and businesses that 
make organic agriculture possible.

In the decades leading up to the NOP’s creation, consumer 
preferences were shifting toward organically produced 
foods. A combination of organic farmers, consumers, 
and environmental organizations persuaded Congress 
to pass the Organic Food Production Act (OFPA) 
in the 1990 Farm Bill. The act established national 
standards for organic production, certification, and 
labeling. The National Organic Standards Board 
(NOSB) was appointed in 1992 to advise the USDA 
in creating these standards. From 1992 to 1997, 
the NOSB and USDA held public meetings to 
shape the national organic standards. The USDA 
incorporated most NOSB recommendations 
into their Final Rule, published on December 
21, 2000, which became effective February 
20, 2001. With this, the NOP was officially 
established and created an enforceable standard 
to protect consumer trust, ensure consistent 
certification, and support organic production.

Over the next two decades, the organic market 
expanded, increasing certified organic acreage 
and operations across the country. This growth 

created new vulnerabilities as supply chains became more 
complex, leading to cases of fraud and misrepresentation. 
To address these concerns, the NOP introduced the 
Strengthening Organic Enforcement (SOE) rule in October 
2020. The rule was finalized in January 2023, carrying out 
provisions from the 2018 Farm Bill. Key changes included 
reducing the number of exempted operations previously 
outside NOP oversight, requiring Import Certificates for all 
organic imports, and clarifying the NOP’s authority over 
certification activities. The SOE broadened certification 
requirements, strengthened oversight of importers and 
supply chains, and required improved recordkeeping and 
fraud prevention procedures. It also established updated 
training and accreditation standards for certifiers and 
inspectors.

Organic agriculture has become an important part of the US 
economy, and the USDA recognizes the challenges farmers 
face when transitioning to organic production. In 2022, 
the USDA launched the Organic Transition Initiative (OTI) 
to address high costs, certification demands, and market 
risks associated with transitioning land to organic. The $300 
million initiative focuses on organic production and 
marketing, including the Transition to 
Organic Partnership Program 
(TOPP), expanded Natural 

WITH THE NATIONAL 
ORGANIC PROGRAM
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The term organic appears everywhere in our food system, but the 
label is more specific than people realize. Understanding what 
organic labeling represents is essential for consumers, particularly 
when comparing organic products with conventionally produced 
ones. Behind every organic label lies a regulated system established 
by the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990. Through this authority, 
the USDA’s National Organic Program (NOP) enforces regulations 
governing how commodities are grown or raised, and how products 
are processed, handled, and labeled for sale.

Organic farming relies on practices that promote environmental 
stewardship. Producers avoid synthetic inputs, GMOs, and ionizing 
radiation, relying instead on methods that conserve resources, 
support biodiversity, and maintain ecological balance. These 
requirements ensure that the organic label represents more than a 
marketing term; it reflects a production system built on sustainability 
and transparency. For consumers, understanding these principles 
provides insight into the products they purchase. Recognizing 
what organic labels signify helps shoppers compare commodities, 
understand price differences, and make informed choices while 
shopping.

A key element of organic certification is a transparent labeling 
structure designed to guide consumer decision-making. The NOP 
distinguishes four labeling categories. Products labeled “100% 
Organic” contain only organic ingredients and are typically raw or 
minimally processed. Items labeled “Organic” contain at least 95 
percent organic ingredients, with up to five percent allowed from 
NOP-approved nonorganic substances. Only these two categories 
may display the USDA Organic Seal. Products labeled “Made 
with Organic” contain at least 70 percent organic ingredients and 
may only list up to three organic components on the front panel. 
Products with less than 70 percent organic content may identify 
organic components in the ingredient list, but cannot claim to be 
organic on the principal display panel.

These distinctions help consumers understand exactly what they 
are purchasing. Seeing the word “organic” on a package does not 
necessarily mean the entire product is organic; the labeling category 
reveals the percentage of organic ingredients. This transparency 
helps explain price differences among organic products and 
between organic and conventional items.

The higher cost of organic products is tied to the extensive 
requirements producers must meet. Transitioning from conventional 
to organic farming is a multi-year commitment. To become certified, 
a farm must complete a three-year transition during which no 
prohibited substances can be used. During this period, producers 
develop an Organic System Plan (OSP) outlining how they will build 
soil health, manage pests, rotate crops, protect water quality, and 
support ecological balance. The OSP becomes the foundation of a 
farm’s organic practices and is reviewed annually.

Organic labeling reflects a rigorous and environmentally focused 
production system. By understanding how organic standards work 
and what each labeling category means, consumers can make 
choices that align with their values, budgets, and expectations.

What is Organic?Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) roles, and 
efforts to strengthen organic markets. TOPP supports 
farmers during the three-year transition by providing 
technical assistance in agronomy, certification, 
conservation planning, and business development, 
while the NRCS offers financial support. The OTI aims 
to create new markets and income opportunities for 
organic farmers and producers.

This year marks a 25-year milestone for the NOP and 
reflects the broader work of the organic community. 
Over this time, the NOP has built a foundation 
centered on integrity, transparency, and improvement. 
Looking ahead, the program remains committed to 
maintaining strong standards, supporting organic 
farming, expanding opportunities for new and diverse 
producers, and strengthening systems that support 
oversight. The SOE rule and the OTI represent 
important steps in this progress. Together, these 
efforts highlight the collaboration among farmers, 
producers, consumers, certifiers, and policymakers to 
protect the integrity of the organic label and support a 
marketplace built on trust.

Recognizing what organic 
labels signify helps shoppers 

compare commodities, 
understand price differences, 

and make more informed 
choices at the grocery store.
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Major Crop Trends

CROP

Artichoke
Acre
Value
CPI Adjusted*

6,081
$54,674,000
$93,968,000

4,659
$49,725,000
$69,948,000

3,070
$33,969,000

-

45,100
$516,030,000

-

17,070
$194,220,000

-

9,640
$182,652,000

-

37,800
$114,603,000

-

41,200
$583,706,000

-

63,192
$1,001,018,000

-

0
$0

-

1,412
$127,888,000

-

18,470
$173,238,000

-

11,300
$1,068,736,000

-

48,922
$216,575,000

$372,228,000

61,697
$423,006,000
$595,044,000

17,380
$93,386,000

$160,503,000

18,655
$238,004,000
$334,801,000

9,965
$104,144,000
$178,993,000

12,098
$225,789,000
$317,618,000

38,179
$254,615,000

$437,608,000

44,296
$185,925,000
$261,541,000

64,456
$385,768,000
$633,021,000

42,802
$637,104,000
$896,216,000

103,159
$600,808,000
$1,032,610,000

64,817
$869,447,000

$1,223,054,000

45,766,000
$65,983,000
$113,405,000

44,393,000
$95,001,000

$133,638,000

1,699
$276,235,000
$474,766,000

1,167
$313,689,000
$441,267,000

16,937
$188,224,000
$323,501,000

13,919
$141,856,000
$199,549,000

8,820
$390,897,000
$671,836,000

10,804
$725,062,000
$1,019,947,000

Acre
Value
CPI Adjusted

Acre
Value
CPI Adjusted

Acre
Value
CPI Adjusted

Acre
Value
CPI Adjusted

Acre
Value
CPI Adjusted

Acre
Value
CPI Adjusted

Pounds
Value
CPI Adjusted

Acre
Value
CPI Adjusted

Acre
Value
CPI Adjusted

Acre
Value
CPI Adjusted

*Consumer Price Index calculated by US Bureau of Labor Statistics data. https://www.bls.gov/cpi/regional-resources.htm

Broccoli

Cauliflower

Celery

Grapes, Wine

Head Lettuce

Leaf Lettuce

Mushroom

Nursery

Spinach

Strawberry

TOTAL
of Major Crops
Above

Acre 315,598 274,914 248,254

Value $2,631,309,000 $3,904,608,000 $3,996,060,000

CPI Adjusted $4,492,439,000 $5,492,623,000

2005 2015 2025
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Top Crops

CROP

Strawberry

Leaf Lettuce

Head Lettuce

$1,068,736,000

$1,001,018,000

$583,706,000

1

2

3

1

2

3

2025 CROP VALUE 2025 CROP RANKING 2024 CROP RANKING

Broccoli

Celery

Nursery & Flower

Livestock & Poultry

Spring Mix

Carrot

Onion, Dry

Artichoke

Rangeland

Lemon

Kale

Napa Cabbage

Cauliflower

Spinach

Grape, Wine

Brussels Sprouts

Cabbage

Misc. Vegetables

Cilantro

Garlic

Peas

Raspberry

Anise / Fennel

$516,030,000

$182,652,000

$127,888,000

$109,669,000

$83,868,000

$64,960,000

$42,000,000

$33,969,000

$30,849,000

$26,212,000

$15,678,000

$12,827,000

$194,220,000

$173,238,000

$114,603,000

$107,712,000

$83,756,000

$47,303,000

$36,848,000

$30,872,000

$28,006,000

$23,496,000

$13,208,000

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

5

7

9

11

13

15

17

19

21

23

25

4

6

9

10

14

16*

19

18*

24

23

26

-

5

7

8

11

13

12

17*

22

21

20

25

*2024 Crop Rankings corrected.
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CROP1 YEAR

Anise / Fennel

Artichoke3

Bok Choy

Broccoli, Bulk4

Broccoli, Fresh

Broccoli, Total

Brussels Sprouts

Cabbage, Bulk

Cabbage, Fresh

Cabbage, Total

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

631

3,070

237

11,300

33,800

45,100

6,180

3,100

3,220

6,320

20.13

5.50

9.49

-

9.14

-

9.32

-

31.06

-

12,700

16,900

2,250

103,000

309,000

412,000

57,600

96,000

100,000

196,000

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

$1,040.00

$2,010.00

$1,100.00

$1,080.00

$1,310.00

-

$1,870.00

$261.00

$587.00

-

$13,208,000

$33,969,000

$2,475,000

$111,240,000

$404,790,000

$516,030,000

$107,712,000

$25,056,000

$58,700,000

$83,756,000

678

2,940

167

12,300

36,800

49,100

6,750

2,520

2,620

5,140

20.01

5.99

9.65

-

8.34

-

8.97

-

33.10

-

13,600

17,600

1,610

103,000

307,000

410,000

60,500

83,400

87,000

170,400

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

$1,030.00

$2,270.00

$1,120.00

$1,030.00

$1,540.00

-

$1,860.00

$247.00

$722.00

-

$14,008,000

$39,952,000

$1,803,000

$106,090,000

$472,780,000

$578,870,000

$112,530,000

$20,600,000

$62,814,000

$83,414,000

ACREAGE PRODUCTION
PER ACRE TOTAL UNIT VALUE PER UNIT TOTAL2

1. Organic production included.
2. Totals may not calculate due to rounding.
3. 2024 Production Per Acre, Total Tons and Total Value corrected.
4. Bulk may include one or more of the following: foodservice, processing and/or value added.

Vegetable Crops
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VEGETABLE Crops

CROP YEAR

Carrot, Bulk

Carrot, Fresh

Carrot, Total

Cauliflower, Bulk

Cauliflower, Fresh

Cauliflower, Total

Celery, Fresh

Garlic

Celery, Bulk

Cilantro

Celery, Total

Kale

Chard

Leek

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2,440

2,260

4,700

4,270

12,800

17,070

2,410

3,200

7,230

2,260

9,640

1,420

941

522

30.25

16.99

-

-

10.54

-

-

6.13

38.59

6.02

-

5.66

7.27

12.11

73,800

38,400

112,200

45,000

135,000

180,000

93,000

19,600

279,000

13,600

372,000

8,040

6,840

6,320

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

$465.00

Continued

$798.00

-

$506.00

$1,270.00

-

$311.00

$1,880.00

$551.00

$2,270.00

-

$1,950.00

$1,570.00

$1,990.00

$34,317,000

$30,643,000

$64,960,000

$22,770,000

$171,450,000

$194,220,000

$28,923,000

$36,848,000

$153,729,000

$30,872,000

$182,652,000

$15,678,000

$10,739,000

$12,577,000

2,200

2,000

4,200

2,700

15,100

17,800

1,000

3,090

8,800

2,390

9,800

1,360

976

550

28.80

16.20

-

-

11.66

-

-

6.19

38.70

5.83

-

5.23

4.83

11.86

63,400

32,400

95,800

31,500

176,000

207,500

38,700

19,100

341,000

13,900

379,700

7,110

4,710

6,520

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

$481.00

$824.00

-

$481.00

$1,210.00

-

$288.00

$2,100.00

$530.00

$2,360.00

-

$1,870.00

$1,500.00

$2,030.00

$30,495,000

$26,698,000

$57,193,000

$15,152,000

$212,960,000

$228,112,000

$11,146,000

$40,110,000

$180,730,000

$32,804,000

$191,876,000

$13,296,000

$7,065,000

$13,236,000

ACREAGE PRODUCTION
PER ACRE TOTAL UNIT VALUE PER UNIT TOTAL

Organic production relies on a narrower range of allowed 
substances, and growers need to adjust by relying more 
on cultural, mechanical, physical, and biological pest 
control management practices.
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VEGETABLE Crops Continued

CROP YEAR

Lettuce, Total5

Misc. Vegetables,
Total6

Mushroom

Napa Cabbage

Onion, Dry

Parsley

Peppers8

Spinach, Total

Peas7

Spinach, Fresh

Radish

Spinach, Bulk

Spring Mix

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

104,392

10,400

0

607

2,390

423

2,850

1,770

270

18,470

616

16,700

10,300

-

-

-

20.92

43.93

23.50

4.70

7.00

20.00

-

8.51

7.50

7.02

-

59,500

0

12,700

105,000

9,940

13,400

12,400

5,400

137,400

5,240

125,000

72,300

-

ton

lbs

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

-

$795.00

-

$1,010.00

$400.00

$987.00

$2,090.00

$1,370.00

$500.00

-

$940.00

$1,250.00

$1,160.00

$1,584,724,000

$47,303,000

$0

$12,827,000

$42,000,000

$9,811,000

$28,006,000

$16,988,000

$2,700,000

$173,238,000

$4,926,000

$156,250,000

$83,868,000

107,200

20,300

99

378

2,180

229

3,340

1,640

303

17,340

434

15,700

10,500

-

-

-

22.00

39.94

21.70

4.73

7.00

18.00

-

8.54

7.50

7.03

-

122,000

23,563,000

8,320

87,100

4,970

15,800

11,500

5,450

129,500

3,710

118,000

73,800

-

ton

lbs

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

-

$723.00

$2.81

$993.00

$457.00

$1,110.00

$2,210.00

$1,720.00

$496.00

-

$881.00

$1,140.00

$1,100.00

$1,530,509,000

$88,206,000

$66,212,000

$8,262,000

$39,805,000

$5,517,000

$34,918,000

$19,780,000

$2,703,000

$154,300,000

$3,269,000

$134,520,000

$81,180,000

ACREAGE PRODUCTION
PER ACRE TOTAL UNIT VALUE PER UNIT TOTAL

TOTAL
Vegetable Crops

2025 252,009 $3,295,099,000

2024 267,244 $3,429,150,000*

5. See Lettuce Production, page 9.
6. Includes: Arugula, Baby Broccoli, Beet, Collard Greens, Dandelion Greens, Frisee, Herbs, Potato, Radicchio, Romanesco, Salad Products, Squash and Tomato. 
7. Includes: Bulk.
8. Includes: Bell Pepper and Pimento.
*Total Value corrected.
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Lettuce Production

TOTAL
Lettuce Crops

2025 104,392 $1,584,724,000

2024 107,200 $1,530,509,000

CROP

Head Lettuce

Leaf Lettuce

YEAR ACREAGE PRODUCTION
PER ACRE TOTAL UNIT VALUE PER UNIT TOTAL

Naked

Wrapped

Bulk

Head Lettuce,
Total

Butter Leaf

Endive/Escarole

Romaine, Bulk

Green Leaf

Romaine, Fresh10

Red Leaf

Romaine, Total

Leaf Lettuce,
Bulk

Leaf Lettuce,
Total

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

-

-

-

41,200

877

255

15,900

5,270

38,200

2,690

54,100

63,192

-

-

-

-

-

950

804

-

950

923

950

-

-

-

5,116,000

18,140,000

304,000

-

833,000

205,000

302,000

5,007,000

35,259,000

2,556,000

-

-

37,100

ctn9

ctn

ton

-

ctn

ctn

ton

ctn

ctn

ctn

-

-

ton

$19.30

$19.80

$413.80

-

$15.10

$17.10

$475.00

$13.10

$20.00

$14.50

-

-

$907.00

$98,739,000

$359,172,000

$125,795,000

$583,706,000

$12,578,000

$3,506,000

$143,450,000

$65,592,000

$705,180,000

$37,062,000

$848,630,000

$1,001,018,000

$33,650,000

-

-

-

42,400

876

296

14,900

4,620

41,500

2,610

56,400

64,800

-

-

-

-

-

950

889

-

950

894

950

-

-

-

5,364,000

19,017,000

279,000

-

832,000

263,000

283,000

4,389,000

37,101,000

2,480,000

-

-

37,900

ctn

ctn

ton

-

ctn

ctn

ton

ctn

ctn

ctn

-

-

ton

$18.60

$19.60

$444.80

-

$14.20

$18.90

$432.00

$13.20

$18.00

$13.90

-

-

$914.00

$99,770,000

$372,733,000

$124,099,000

$596,602,000

$11,814,000

$4,971,000

$122,256,000

$57,935,000

$667,818,000

$34,472,000

$790,074,000

$933,907,000

$34,641,000

9. Carton.
10. Includes: Romaine Hearts.
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Organic agriculture continues to grow as consumers seek food 
produced with fewer synthetic inputs, stronger environmental 
stewardship, and greater transparency. This rising demand offers 
valuable opportunities for producers, but it also brings real 
challenges for those beginning in organics. Understanding both 
the benefits and the barriers is essential for growers considering 
organic production.

Securing land that meets organic standards remains one of the first 
and most substantial obstacles. Suitable acreage can be difficult 
to obtain due to high prices, short-term leases, or competition 
from urban development. Nonetheless, opportunities exist. Some 
landowners are open to converting land as organic markets 
expand, and growers willing to collaborate with landowners, 
conservation groups, or public agencies may gain more long-term 
access to organic-eligible farmland.

Once land is identified, growers must complete the three-year 
transition period during which no prohibited inputs can be used. 
This stage can be financially challenging: costs often rise, yet 
products cannot be sold as organic until certification is complete. 
Managing weeds, pests, and soil fertility without conventional 
tools requires new skills and may reduce production efficiency. 
However, transition assistance programs, grants, and cost-share 
opportunities can help offset financial pressures. Investments in 
soil health such as cover cropping, compost applications, and 
reduced tillage, build long-term productivity and resilience.

Organic production relies on a narrower range of allowed 
substances, requiring greater emphasis on cultural, mechanical, 
physical, and biological pest management strategies. Many 
practices, such as hand weeding and frequent field monitoring, 
increase labor needs and operational costs. Yield declines may 
occur in early years depending on crop type and region, adding 
to the risks growers must weigh during transition.

Balancing 
Challenges & 
Opportunities 
for New and 
Transitioning 
Organic 
Growers

Despite these challenges, organic production provides access 
to premium markets that can improve long-term financial 
sustainability. Direct-to-consumer channels like Community 
Supported Agriculture programs and Certified Farmers’ 
Markets often offer strong premiums and foster community 
relations. Partnerships with local retailers and restaurants 
can create reliable market outlets. Steady consumer demand 
continues to support organic price premiums, helping many 
growers recover early transition costs over time.

Certification adds further requirements. Maintaining detailed 
records, securing a certifier, and covering inspection and 
certification fees can be demanding, especially for small farms. 
Still, more resources are becoming available. Producers can 
pursue multiple certification types aligned with their business 
goals, while state cost-share programs and expanding local 
certifier support help offset the related expenses.

Organic agriculture presents real hurdles but also meaningful 
long-term opportunities. With reliable information, strong 
partnerships, and targeted support, growers can build organic 
systems that are both environmentally and economically 
sustainable.

The Organic Food Production 
Act was passed in the 1990 Farm 

Bill and established a national 
standard for organic food 

production, certification, and 
labeling in the United States.
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Vegetable Crops

Nursery Crops

Livestock & poultry

Field Crops

Seed Crops & Apiary

Gross 
Production Value

Fruit & Nuts

Gross ProductionValueValue

Total

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

$3,429,150,000

$1,265,713,000

$119,703,000

$114,186,000

$34,645,000

$3,987,000

$4,967,384,000

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

$3,295,099,000

$1,248,847,000

$127,888,000

$109,669,000

$36,654,000

$4,272,000

$4,822,429,000
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Gross production value (GPV), the headline figure highlighted 
in most California county crop reports and press releases, 
captures the market value of agricultural commodities leaving 
the farm gate. It’s fast, comparable, and intuitive. Yet GPV alone 
can give a distorted view of farm financial health because it 
excludes the rising costs of production, harvest, compliance, 
and postharvest handling that determine whether growers 
ultimately make or lose money.

Across California and in Monterey County, recent GPV figures 
have appeared strong. The California Department of Food 
and Agriculture (CDFA) reported $61.2 billion in statewide 
cash receipts in 2024. Monterey County’s 2024 Crop & 
Livestock Report likewise showed nearly $5.0 billion in GPV, 
with strawberries surpassing the $1 billion mark for the first 
time. While these numbers demonstrate the scale and value of 
agricultural output, they do not show what producers spent or 
lost to reach those totals. Profitability depends on the balance 
between revenue and cost, not on gross value alone.

GPV is calculated by multiplying the volume of production by 
the farm-gate price. This approach measures the monetary 
value of output but excludes all inputs. While this gross 
measure is standard in agricultural reporting, its limitations 
are significant. GPV does not consider seed, transplants, 
fertilizer, soil amendments, feed, labor, fuel, irrigation, water 

fees, machinery depreciation, interest on operating capital, 
regulatory compliance, cooling, packaging, transportation, 
or marketing. As a result, high GPV can coexist with slim 
margins or outright losses if cost inflation, labor constraints, 
or regulatory burdens outpace prices.

In 2024, the County of Monterey reported strong GPV 
per acre for several major crops: about $94,000 per acre 
for strawberries, $14,000 for leaf and head lettuce, and 
$12,000 for broccoli. However, cost studies from University 
of California Agriculture and Natural Resources Cooperative 
Extension (UCANR) show that the expenses required to 
grow and harvest these crops substantially reduce net 
returns. UCANR’s 2024 strawberry cost study estimated 
total per-acre costs between $85,000 and $139,000, 
when including growing costs, harvest labor, overhead, and 
postharvest handling. UCANR’s 2023 leaf lettuce cost study 
averaged $15,000 to $18,000 per acre depending on the 
production system. Head lettuce costs were similar, ranging 
from $14,000 to $20,000 per acre, with harvest labor and 
packaging representing major cost drivers. In UCANR’s 
Broccoli cost study, costs ranged from $11,000 to $15,000 
per acre, influenced by transplants, pest management, and 
harvest labor. When these cost realities are compared to 
2024 GPV figures, it becomes clear that strong gross values 
do not necessarily translate into strong net returns.

GPV highlights scale and market value but ignores costs, 
masking growers’ financial stress. True viability requires 
accounting for inputs, labor, compliance, harvest, cooling, 
freight, and volatile yields and prices. Cost-adjusted metrics 
alongside GPV give a more accurate picture of economic 
sustainability in farming.

Why Gross Production 
Value Alone Doesn’t Reflect 
Farming Profitability

The Cost of Farming: 
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Strengthening 
Monterey 
County 
Agriculture
One of Monterey County’s greatest agricultural strengths is 
the mutual respect shared among growers who practice 
different growing philosophies. Visit ten farms and you’re 
likely to find ten distinct methods to produce commodities. 
Agriculture does not operate under a one-size-fits-all formula, 
and differences between organic and conventional farming 
often illustrate this diversity. Yet that divide may be overstated. 
Despite using different inputs, both depend on the same 
essentials, such as soil, water, sunlight, and labor, and both are 
committed to producing the safe, high-quality crops for which 
the region is known. When looking closely at management 
practices, the two systems overlap more than many assume. 
Today, conventional growers increasingly use organic-inspired 
practices, including integrated pest management (IPM), 
cover cropping, biological inputs, and planting beneficial 
habitat to strengthen soil health, biodiversity, and long-term 
sustainability.

IPM has become a widely adopted practice because it 
prioritizes problem solving over fixed approaches. By 
combining monitoring, biological control, cultural practices, 
and targeted treatments, IPM allows growers to address pest 
issues effectively while minimizing environmental impact. 
Field scouting and understanding pest life cycles help ensure 

interventions are made only when necessary. This balanced 
approach has become essential in Monterey County, where 
precision and sustainability are both critical to protecting high-
value crops.

Cover cropping is another practice increasingly embraced within 
many farming systems. Planting legumes, grasses, or brassicas 
during fallow periods improves soil structure, reduces erosion, 
and builds organic matter. In an intensively farmed region like 
Monterey County, cover crops help replenish nutrients removed 
during harvest, enhance water infiltration, and strengthen overall 
soil resilience. These benefits can reduce fertilizer needs, suppress 
weeds naturally, and support a healthier soil profile capable of 
sustaining repeated plantings of high-value crops.

The use of biological inputs including microbial inoculants, 
biostimulants, and biologically derived pest control materials, 
has also expanded significantly. Beneficial microbes enhance 
nutrient uptake, root development, and plant immunity, while 
biological pest control tools provide alternatives that may lower 
environmental impact or slow pest resistance. For many growers, 
incorporating biologicals is both a sustainability strategy and a 
practical way to diversify their management toolbox.

Planting habitat such as hedgerows, insectary strips, and 
flowering borders further support natural pest control by attracting 
pollinators, predators, and parasitoids. In crops sensitive to pest 
pressure, these plantings can reduce pesticide applications and 
strengthen on-farm biodiversity. These habitats also improve 
pollinator health and stabilize field edges against erosion.

The line between organic and conventional farming is far less 
rigid than it once seemed. As Monterey County growers work to 
protect soil health, conserve water, and steward the environment, 
many have adopted practices traditionally tied to organic 
systems, reflecting shared goals and a commitment to long-term 
sustainability.
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Fruit & Nut Crops

TOTAL
Fruit & Nut Crops

2025 52,565 $1,248,847,000

2024 54,100 $1,265,713,000

Avocado

Blackberry

Raspberry

Grapes, Wine11

Strawberry,
Fresh

Strawberry,
Processed

Lemon

Misc. Fruit & Nut12

Strawberry,
Total

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

294

116

341

37,800

11,300

2,030

-

11,300

684

5.51

8.79

8.48

2.29

34.78

25.47

-

-

2.08

1,620

1,020

2,890

86,400

393,000

51,700

14,300

407,300

1,420

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

$2,310.00

$8,550.00

$8,130.00

-

$2,700.00

$507.00

$534.00

-

$2,350.00

$3,742,000

$8,721,000

$23,496,000

$114,603,000

$1,061,100,000

$26,212,000

$7,636,000

$1,068,736,000

$3,337,000

294

59

475

39,600

11,100

2,030

-

11,100

542

1.71

9.08

9.72

2.73

37.30

25.00

-

-

1.70

503

536

4,620

108,000

414,000

50,800

9,590

423,590

921

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

ton

$3,390.00

$7,660.00

$8,010.00

-

$2,500.00

$576.00

$440.00

-

$2,350.00

$1,705,000

$4,106,000

$37,006,000

$152,251,000

$1,035,000,000

$29,261,000

$4,220,000

$1,039,220,000

$2,164,000

CROP YEAR ACREAGE
PRODUCTION

PER ACRE TOTAL UNIT VALUE PER UNIT TOTAL

11. Represents bearing acres only; see Wine Grape Production, pages 18-19.
12. Includes: Apple, Blueberry, Kiwi, Olive, Pistachio and Walnut.
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Field Crops

TOTAL
Field Crops

2025 1,591,677 $36,654,000

2024 1,447,330 $34,645,000

Barley, Grain

Bean13

Rangeland

Misc. Field Crops14

Oat15

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2024

2024

2024*

2024

2,650

1,040

1,582,000

5,420

567

1.01

1.50

-

-

1.20

2,680

1,560

-

-

680

ton

ton

acre

-

ton

$223.00

$2,450.00

$19.50

-

$181.00

$598,000

$3,822,000

$30,849,000

$1,262,000

$123,000

2,790

1,200

4,710

630

0.84

1.45

-

1.30

2,340

1,740

-

819

ton

ton

-

ton

$231.00

$2,380.00

-

$158.00

$541,000

$4,141,000

$1,793,000

$129,000

CROP YEAR ACREAGE PRODUCTION
PER ACRE TOTAL UNIT VALUE PER UNIT TOTAL

13. Includes: Peruano, Pintos, Pink, Pinquito and Lima Beans.
14. Includes: Alfalfa Hay, Barley Hay, Ryegrass and Wheat (grain).
*Adjusted to include Alfalfa Hay 2024 production.
15. Includes: Oat Hay and Misc. Oats.

$28,041,000$19.50acre--1,438,0002024

Organic agriculture accounts for 18% of the entire value 
of the crop report, a figure that has more than doubled 
in the last ten years from $335,090,000 in 2015 to 
$849,654,000 in 2025.
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Nursery, 
Cut Flowers & Foliage

Vegetable Transplants

Misc. Nursery Products16

Misc. Cut Flowers & Foliage17

2025

2025

2025

2024

2024

2024

223

980

209

2,122,567,000

30,638,000

3,506,000

per plant

various

various

$0.02

$2.34

$3.92

$42,451,000

$71,693,000

$13,744,000

247

683

165

2,219,235,000

28,889,000

2,969,000

per plant

various

various

$0.02

$2.23

$3.67

$44,385,000

$64,422,000

$10,896,000

CROP YEAR ACREAGE PRODUCTION
QUANTITY UNIT VALUE PER UNIT TOTAL

TOTAL
Nursery, Cut Flowers & Foliage

2025 1,412 $127,888,000

2024 1,095 $119,703,000

16. Includes: Christmas Trees, Herbs, Orchids, Potted Plants and Sod.
17. Includes: Amaranth, Calla Lily, Celosia, Cosmos, Dahlia, Dianthus, Eucalyptus, Freesia, Gerbera, Hydrangea, Iris, Ornamental Kale, Lavender, Lily 
(Asiatic & Oriental), Marigold, Matricaria, Myrtle, Ranunculus, Roses, Ruby Silk, Sedum, Snapdragon, Statice, Sunflower, Tulips, Viburnum and Yarrow.

Many conventional growers now incorporate organic-
inspired practices such as integrated pest management, 
cover cropping, use of biological inputs, and planting 
beneficial habitat to strengthen soil health, biodiversity, and 
long-term sustainability.
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Apiary & Seed Production

APIARY PRODUCTION

SEED PRODUCTION

Honey

Bean Seed

Pollination18

Misc. Seed19

Wax

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

-

527

1,840

310

-

10,700

1.28

-

0.89

537

lbs

ton

colony

ton

lbs

$3.40

$2,950.00

$96.00

$7,480.00

-

$36,400

$1,991,000

$177,000

$2,064,000

$4,090

-

412

2,350

401

-

11,400

0.99

-

0.57

624

lbs

ton

colony

ton

lbs

$2.68

$3,780.00

$102.00

$9,480.00

-

$30,600

1,542,000

$240,000

$2,171,000

$3,740

CROP

CROP

YEAR

YEAR ACREAGE

COLONIES PRODUCTION

PRODUCTION
 PER ACRE

UNIT

UNITTOTAL

VALUE PER UNIT

VALUE PER UNIT

TOTAL

TOTAL

TOTAL
Apiary Production

TOTAL
Seed Production

2025

2025 837

$217,000

$4,055,000

2024

2024 813

$274,000

$3,713,000

675

276

408

229

18. Seed Crops Pollination Services.
19. Includes: Broccoli, Cauliflower, Cucumber, Mizuna and Pea.
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Wine Grape Production

Chardonnay

Pinot Noir

Riesling

Grenache

Malvasia Bianca

Cabernet Franc

Pinot Gris

Merlot

Pinot Blanc

Petite Sirah

Other Whites20

Other Reds21

Sauvignon Blanc

Cabernet Sauvignon

Gruner Veltliner

Malbec

Vioginier

Petit Verdot

Gewurztraminer

Syrah/Shiraz

Muscat Blanc

Zinfandel

14,700

10,000

615

300

97

94

791

2,740

70

306

233

390

1,140

3,760

100

459

112

241

137

1,280

78

121

31,300

23,900

1,030

1,600

102

40

6,100

1,980

200

255

890

736

7,600

5,140

348

1,120

36

6

2,320

1,530

87

96

$1,200

$1,690

$1,040

$1,070

$820

$2,030

$988

$1,210

$1,260

$1,540

$1,670

$1,600

$1,120

$1,370

$1,180

$1,470

$2,290

$1,660

$712

$1,530

$1,180

$1,800

$37,560,000

$40,391,000

$1,071,000

$1,712,000

$84,000

$81,000

$6,027,000

$2,396,000

$252,000

$393,000

$1,486,000

$1,178,000

$8,512,000

$7,042,000

$411,000

$1,646,000

$82,000

$10,000

$1,652,000

$2,341,000

$103,000

$173,000

WHITE GRAPE VARIETIES

RED GRAPE VARIETIES

HARVESTED 
ACRES

HARVESTED 
ACRES

TOTAL 
TONS

TOTAL 
TONS

AVERAGE PRICE 
PER TON

AVERAGE PRICE 
PER TON

TOTAL VALUE

TOTAL VALUE

SUBTOTAL White Grape

SUBTOTAL Red Grape

18,100

19,700

50,000

36,400

$57,240,000

$57,363,000

20. Other Whites Include: Albarino, Chenin Blanc, Grenache Blanc, Marsanne, Muscat Orange, Picpoul Blanc, Roussanne, Semillon and Vermentino.
21. Other Reds Include: Alicante Bouschet, Barbera, Carignane, Charbono, Cinsaut, Dolcetto, Mourvedre, Primitivo, Sangiovese, Tannat, Tempranillo, 
Touriga Nacional and Valdiguie.
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Wine Grape Trends

2025

2021

2017

2023

2019

2015

2024

2020

2016

2022

2018

1,457

781

896

969

1,147

2,549

1,687

1,028

1,496

925

1,137

37,800

41,972

44,299

40,200

44,683

44,296

39,600

44,886

44,771

41,480

44,924

86,400

167,000

171,000

136,000

132,000

140,300

108,000

94,300

172,000

124,424

180,000

$114,603,000

$218,591,000

$239,027,000

$194,642,000

$186,096,000

$185,925,000

$152,251,000

$105,991,000

$238,892,000

$173,789,000

$247,758,000

YEAR NONBEARING 
ACRES

BEARING ACRES TOTAL TONS VALUE

Gross production value can paint a misleading picture 
of farm financial health because it excludes the 
rising costs of production, harvest, compliance, and 
postharvest handling.
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Organic Production

Citrus & Tree Fruit

Broccoli

Spinach

Strawberry

Celery

Fallow

Livestock Acreage

Grapes, Table & Wine

Carrot

Misc. Vegetables

All Other Field Crops

Other Berries & Fruit

Lettuce

262 306

5,290 5,300

8,390 6,040

1,680 3,400

2,170 2,290

351

30,300

1,850

30,300

589 905

321 517

8,750

165

8,670

1,770

1,240 703

11,900 11,500

COMMODITY GROUPS 2025 COMMODITY ACRES 2024 COMMODITY ACRES

TOTAL Acres

TOTAL Producers

Reported GROSS SALES

177180

73,55171,408

$884,921,000$849,654,000

Organic Production & Gross Sales Table - Data from the California Department of Food and Agriculture State Organic Program from individually 
reported annual registrations. Producers and Gross Sales are not itemized to assure confidentiality of individual business information.
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exports by commodity

2025 TOP FIVE EXPORTS

LETTUCE

2 3 4 5

Strawberry Spinach Broccoli Celery

1
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Lettuce Strawberry

Celery Spinach

Kale Raspberry

Spinach Cabbage

Cauliflower Cauliflower

Lima Bean Blackberry

Strawberry Lettuce

Cabbage Celery

Leek Lima Bean

Brussels Sprouts Radicchio

Broccoli Broccoli

Radicchio Brussels Sprouts

3,057 8,504107,584,000 126,561,000

563 72421,471,000 22,052,000

49 2,0492,566,000 2,929,000

698 1,14426,668,000 26,278,000

328 1,6207,929,000 15,533,000

66 2,3462,266,000 2,554,000

4,313 3,47353,321,000 114,042,000

436 51920,335,000 17,746,000

56 802,488,000 2,801,000

112 1192,090,000 2,200,000

925 2,26325,442,000 24,819,000

111 4772,600,000 4,675,000

COMMODITY GROUPS COMMODITY GROUPSTOTAL 
POUNDS

TOTAL 
POUNDS

TOTAL PHYTOSANITARY 
CERTIFICATES

TOTAL PHYTOSANITARY 
CERTIFICATES

TOTAL

2025

TOTAL

2024

12,584 29,034282,358,000 375,847,000

Other 7,598,000 1,870 Other 5,71613,657,000
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exports by Trade Partners

1

2

3

4

5
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2025 Top Five Trade Partners

Mexico Mexico

Saudi Arabia Korea, Republic of

United Kingdom

Canada Canada

United Arab Emirates

United Arab Emirates

Qatar Panama

Other Other

Taiwan Taiwan

Kuwait

Saudi Arabia

Thailand Thailand

Italy Qatar

Japan Japan

United Kingdom Kuwait

6,003 6,482208,033,000 227,662,000

646 2212,915,000 4,589,000

64 751,245,000 2,419,000

754 5,3447,385,000 58,321,000

426 6841,740,000 3,806,000

113 119

332 417

652,000 1,466,000

2,260,000 1,113,000

1,992 1,90347,451,000 59,990,000

642 5872,688,000 4,307,000

177 3341,142,000 1,981,000

15 113528,000 1,006,000

1,370 1,6764,661,000 6,691,000

50 5281,658,000 2,496,000

COUNTRY COUNTRYTOTAL 
POUNDS

TOTAL 
POUNDS

TOTAL PHYTOSANITARY 
CERTIFICATES

TOTAL PHYTOSANITARY 
CERTIFICATES

2025 2024

Korea, Republic of
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Livestock & Poultry

Cattle & Calves

Stocker

Hogs

Sheep & Lambs

Misc. Livestock22 & 
Poultry23 Products

2025

2025

2025

2025

2025

2024

2024

2024

2024

2024

26,100

70,000

1,570

1,350

-

175,000

490,000

423,000

1,620

-

cwt*

cwt

lbs

cwt

-

$149.00

$149.00

$0.75

$165.00

-

$26,075,000

$73,010,000

$317,000

$267,000

$10,000,000

26,400

70,100

1,550

1,300

-

177,000

494,000

418,000

1,560

-

cwt

cwt

lbs

cwt

-

$147.00

$147.00

$0.70

$164.00

-

$26,019,000

$72,618,000

$293,000

$256,000

$15,000,000

COMMODITY YEAR HEAD PRODUCTION UNIT VALUE PER UNIT TOTAL

TOTAL
Livestock & Poultry

2025 $109,669,000

2024 $114,186,000

22. Includes: Bulls, Cull Cows, Dairy Cows and Milk Manufacturing.
23. Includes: Eggs, Hatcheries and Poultry.
*Hundredweight (100 pounds).

Between 2001 and 2025, the gross production value 
of organic agriculture in Monterey County increased 
from $108,045,000 to $849,654,000.  
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Cannabis Production

Nursery Products

Flower (Indoor)

Flower (Mixed Light)

Trim

9,615,000

96,500

1,004,000

18,700

each

pound

pound

pound

$5.85

$700.00

$297.00

$20.00

$56,248,000

$67,550,000

$298,188,000

$374,000

PRODUCT PRODUCTION UNIT $ PER UNIT VALUE

TOTAL 2025

TOTAL 2024 $440,396,000

$422,360,000

Review of Production and Value Table - Total gross production value for cannabis cultivation during 2025 was calculated at $422.3 million, a 
decrease of $18.0 million from 2024. The value is summarized and averaged as a gross production value. Capital expenditures, labor, profits, fees, 
taxes, and other overhead costs are not reflected in this total and it does not represent the net profit of the industry, or any individual cultivator.

Monterey County Certified Organic holds the distinction 
of being the very first county-run organic certification 
program registered with the State of California.
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Cultivation Licenses Issued

UTILIZATION OF DEPARTMENT OF CANNABIS CONTROL CULTIVATION LICENSES

BY CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CANNABIS CONTROL

Nursery

Nursery

Specialty Cottage Mixed Light [2,500 ft2]

Mixed Light

Specialty Mixed Light [5,000 ft2]

Small Mixed Light [10,000 ft2]

Large Mixed Light

Indoor

Specialty Indoor [5,000 ft2]

Small Indoor [10,000 ft2]

Medium Indoor [22,000 ft2]

27

24

7

138

8

10

1

24

5

117

15

unlimited

-

2,500

1,343,000

25,000

1,170,000

-

50,900

35,000

80,000

220,000

unlimited

-

0.80

30.83

1.84

5.05

0.06

1.17

0.57

26.86

7.58

LICENSE TYPES AND MAX. SQUARE 
FOOTAGE PER LICENSE

LICENSE TYPE

NO. OF LICENSES 
PER TYPE

NO. OF LICENSES 
UTILIZED PER TYPE

CULTIVATION 
TOTAL AREA 

(SQUARE FEET)

CULTIVATION 
TOTAL AREA 

(SQUARE FEET)

CULTIVATION
TOTAL AREA 

(ACRES)

CULTIVATION
TOTAL AREA 

(ACRES)

TOTAL 2025

TOTAL 2025

TOTAL 2024

TOTAL 2024

44.62

34.89

1,943,500

1,519,600

219

59

42.76

32.00

1,862,500

1,393,900

191

186

Medium Mixed Light [22,000 ft2]

1

330,000

-

Review of DCC Issued Cultivation Licenses Table - In 2025, California Department of Cannabis Control (DCC) issued 1.8 million square feet, or 42.76 
acres, of cultivation license area in Monterey County. License types represent gross production area permitted for cultivation and must not exceed each 
licensed square footage of flowering canopy. Nursery licenses are needed to cultivate vegetative plants, prior to flowering, from seed or clones.

Review of Utilization of DCC Issued Cultivation Licenses Table -  This table reflects utilization of DCC issued cultivation licenses. Not all licenses, nor all 
square footage, issued by DCC were utilized in production. Nursery licenses not limited to size.
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Pest Detection

Pest Detection SUMMary

PEST DETECTION

Medfly (shown in photo)

is the systematic search for invasive pests throughout the county by means of trapping, luring and surveying. The goal is to 
detect novel pests before they become established so that eradication is biologically and economically feasible. Detection 
trapping is performed primarily by the County Agricultural Commissioner’s offices.

Mexican Fruit Fly

Misc. Fruit Fly

Japanese Beetle

Melon Fruit Fly

Oriental Fruit Fly

Spongy Moth

Asian Citrus Psyllid - Urban/Commercial

European Grape Berry Moth

Fruit Trees

Fruit Trees

Fruits and Vegetables

Turf, Roses

Vegetables Gardens

Fruit Trees

Shade Trees

Citrus

Grapes

250

125

110

175

110

250

220

489

708

4,365

3,936

1,205

1,240

1,205

4,365

1,538

6,023

7,764

TARGET PEST INSECT HOSTS TRAPS PLACED

TOTAL Trapping Program Activities 47,7383,731

European Grapevine Moth

Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter

Grapes

Nurseries/Urban Areas

1,028

266

11,732

4,365

SERVICINGS
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Pest Detection

Pest Exclusion SUMMary

PEST EXCLUSION
is the process of monitoring the channels of trade through routine inspections and commodity certification to prevent the transport 
and introduction of economically important pests and pathogens. Inspections include phytosanitary field inspections, special surveys, 
incoming plant shipments, parcel terminals and nursery stock inspections.

Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter

Spotted Lanternfly (shown in photo)

Shipments from Southern States

Seed Inspections

Spongy Moth

Nursery Inspection

Shipments from Non-Southern States

Seed Retailer/Labeler

Sudden Oak Death

Incoming Parcels - Terminal Inspections

Plant Nurseries / Homeowners

Homeowners

Plant Nurseries

Seed Companies

Homeowners

Plant Nurseries

Plant Nurseries

Seed Companies

Plant Nurseries / Homeowners

Terminals - UPS

807

8

25

209

2

31

161

127

14

0

TARGET PEST LOCATION INSPECTIONS

Seed Plant Quarantine Field Walks

Incoming Parcels - Terminal Inspections

Growers

Terminals - Fed Ex

371

79



Monterey County Certified Organic (MCCO) is a unique 
example of how local government can directly support organic 
agriculture while protecting the integrity of the organic label. 
Established in 1999 by the County Board of Supervisors and 
housed within the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office, MCCO 
became the first county-run organic certification program, 
which registered with the state in 2001 and applied for 
accreditation with the USDA’s National Organic Program (NOP). 
Following its NOP accreditation in 2002, the program began 
certifying crop producers, processors, and wild crop harvesters 
in compliance with federal organic standards. Today, MCCO 
serves a broad spectrum of operations, from small farms to 
large multi-commodity enterprises, including specialized 
facilities such as seed coating and seed-priming operations.

Since its inception, MCCO has worked to ensure that the 
organic industry delivers high-quality products through a 
responsive, customer-focused certification program. By 
certifying operations that meet NOP requirements, including 
practices promoting soil health, biodiversity, and long-term 
sustainability, the program supports growers and producers 
across Monterey County’s diverse agricultural landscape. 
MCCO maintains consumer confidence and marketplace 
fairness by verifying compliance through annual inspections, 
program reviews, and rigorous certification decisions. Only 
operations that consistently meet NOP standards may label 
their products as organic, protecting consumers and growers 
from fraudulent claims and strengthening trust in the organic 
label.

Over the past 25 years, requirements for organic farmers, 
processors, and certifiers have become increasingly complex 
as the industry has expanded and matured. New regulations, 
heightened oversight, and stricter enforcement have been 
introduced to safeguard organic integrity nationwide. MCCO 
has continually adapted in response, staying current with 
regulatory changes and emerging best practices to maintain 
high-quality service. Through ongoing staff training and close 
collaboration with growers, state and federal agencies, and 
organic organizations, MCCO upholds the standards of both 
the NOP and the Independent Organic Inspectors Association, 
ensuring its role as a knowledgeable and reliable certifier.

Organic farming has expanded dramatically since the early years 
of the NOP, and MCCO has grown with it. In 2001, Monterey 
County reported 81 registered organic producers farming 12,165 
acres with a production value of $108,045,000. By 2025, that 
number had increased to 180 producers cultivating 71,408 
acres and generating $849,654,000 in organic production 
value. Key crops such as lettuce, spinach, and broccoli continue 
to anchor the county’s organic production for domestic and 
international markets.

Approaching nearly three decades of service, MCCO 
remains a testament to the County’s commitment to organic 
agriculture. What began as a pioneering county-run program 
has become a trusted institution supporting organic growers 
through rigorous oversight, education, and dedication to NOP 
principles. As organic acreage and market demand rise, MCCO 
is well positioned to guide the next generation of producers 
and uphold the integrity of the organic label.

The MCCO program is established 
by the Monterey County Board 
of Supervisors, housed within the 
Agricultural Commissioner’s Office.  

MCCO becomes the first 
county-run organic certification 
program registered with the 
State of California. It also 
applies for accreditation with 
the USDA’s National Organic 
Program (NOP).  

MCCO earns its official NOP 
accreditation and begins 
certifying crop producers, 
handlers, processors, and wild 
crop harvesters. 

Monterey County reaches 
180 producers cultivating 
71,408 acres.  

MCCO marks 25 years of service 
(2001–2026), continuing to 
adapt to complex regulations 
and guide the next generation of 
organic producers.

1999

2001

2002

2025

2026

Monterey County 
Certified Organic: 
1999 to 2026
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