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Teleconference/Zoom meeting information:
https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/93617712006?pwd=YWVFay9wVEtubEhZRHRUV04zZDFtQT09

Dial by your location
  +1 669 219 2599 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 936 1771 2006





Minutes
County of Monterey 
Area Agency on Aging
Advisory Council Meeting
Thursday December 11, 2025
1:00pm-3:00pm
730 La Guardia, Second Floor, 
Frida-Diego Conference Room,
Salinas, CA 93905



	Members
	Roll Attendance
	
	Roll Attendance

	Aimee Cuda, Chair
	Present
	Jose Vazquez
	Present

	Jessica McKillip, Vice-Chair
	Present
	Kontrena McPheter
	Present

	Bobbie Blakeney
	Excused
	Elizabeth Yanez
	Excused

	JoAnne Roth 
	Present
	
	

	William Eldredge
	Present
	
	

	Staff
	Attendance

	Marleen Bush
Thomas De La Cruz
Rosemary Munoz
	Present
Present
Present

	Agenda

	1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance
	Meeting was called to order by the Chair at 1:19 pm.

	2. Roll Call
	

	3. Public Introductions, Comments and Announcements: Members of the public including service providers may address the Council on items not listed on today’s Agenda that are within the jurisdiction of the Council. Presentations must not exceed three minutes in length, and individuals may speak only once during oral communications. If any member of the public wishes to address the Council on any action item that is listed on today’s agenda (excluding approval and acceptance of minutes), they may do so when that item is called as directed by the Chair. 

	4. Changes to the Agenda
	An update on the California Senior Legislature (CSL) was added under Item 10 of the agenda.

	5. ACTION ITEMS:  
a. Approval of October 30, 2025, Minutes 
b. Approval of 2026 Meeting Schedule
	a. Jessica McKillip moved to approve the October 30, 2025, minutes; Jose Vazquez seconded. Roll call vote was taken and approved by all members present. Motion passed.
b. William Eldredge moved to approve the 2026 meeting schedule; Joanne Roth seconded. Roll call vote was taken and approved by all members present. Motion passed.

	6. Executive Committee Report (Aimee)
	An update was provided on the Advisory Council’s current membership, existing vacancies and outreach efforts to recruit new members.  Members also reviewed potential guest presenters for future meetings.

	7. Legislation & Advocacy (L&A) Committee Report (William)
	William appointed Bobbie Blakeney as the L&A Vice Chair. L&A completed the latest draft of the AAA legislative priorities, which will be finalized by AAA staff and shared with all members for review and input prior to the next meeting. William plans to work on the Older Americans Act Resolution, and Bobbie plans to work on the Elder Justice Resolution.

	8. Planning, Evaluation & Allocations (PE&A) Committee Report (JoAnne)
	JoAnne appointed William as the PE&A Vice Chair. Edgar Calvillo reported on the Information, Referral and Assistance (IRA) team’s outreach efforts, including the number of inquiries received and information, referrals and assistance provided. Marleen gave an update on Grants-at a Glance and the California Elder Index.  Thom gave an update on Age Wise.

	9.  Designated Committee Representative Reports:
a. Public Authority for IHSS Advisory Committee 
b. Monterey-Salinas Transit, Mobility Advisory Committee (Jessica)
c. Triple-A Council of California (Aimee/Marleen)
	a. Nothing to report.
b. Requests for Proposals (RFP) for Measure X are due by December 18, 2025. 
c. Nothing to report for TACC.

	10.  Staff Reports/Comments
a. AAA Timeline Update
b. AAA Advisory Council outreach and recruitment efforts
c. Request for member input on future presentation topics
d. Disaster Preparedness
e. The California Elder Index Update
f. California Senior Legislature (CSL) Update
	a. Marleen provided an update on the AAA timeline for the next 2 years.
b. Staff reported that Kontrena will be vacating District 1 effective December 31, 2025. Marleen created a flyer to help with recruitment efforts and posted it to the AAA Facebook page. She encouraged everyone to share. William provided the Alliance on Aging with AAA membership applications to help with recruitment efforts as well. Marleen shared the program statistics for the IRA unit. For the period of July - October 2025, the IRA unit received 5,321 calls and assisted 127 walk-ins.  The top 5 inquiries were Medi-Cal, In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS), housing, disability services, and transportation.
c. Marleen shared the list of future guest presenters, and asked for member input on additional topics they would like to hear from. 
d. Thom is the new Access and Functional Needs (AFN) coordinator for the Aging and Adult Services (AAS) Branch. In the event of a disaster, the department maintains a database that allows staff to pull customer information for individuals in affected areas to provide AFN and other emergency assistance as needed. This role is rotated annually among the AAS management analysts.
e. Marleen reported that the California Elder Index cost of living dashboard has been updated with data through 2023. It measures the income of older adults (age 65+) and resources needed to cover basic living expenses to live independently with dignity.  The data include costs for housing, healthcare, food, transportation, and other miscellaneous expenses. 
f. The California Senior Legislature has two open positions for Monterey County. Bobbie expressed interest in serving as the Senior Senator.  The Senior Assemblymember position remains open, and the members requested that Marleen contact Philip Geiger to determine his interest in the position.

	11.  Announcements
	· The following members were recognized for their years of volunteer service on the AAA Advisory Council, with recognition based on 5-year service increments: Jose Vazquez (10 years), Bobbie Blakeney (10 years), Aimee Cuda (5 years), Jessica McKillip (5 years), and Kontrena McPheter (3 years), who is resigning this year. 
· An intergenerational cookie decorating contest and event will be held on December 21, 2025, at 1:00pm at Northminster Presbyterian Church. It is free and open to the public.
· A community holiday meal will be offered at Interim Inc. on December 19, 2025, at 1:00pm at 339 Pajaro Street in Salinas.  Kontrena will share a flyer with AAA staff for distribution to all members.

	12. Adjourn & Confirm Next Meeting:  
February 19, 2026, 1:30 pm
	Meeting adjourned 2:18pm.



For further information or to make a request for special accommodations (language, disability, or access) please call Rosemary Munoz at (831) 755-4465, one day prior to the meeting date.

Council Members: Please contact Rosemary Munoz at (831) 755-4465 or by email at MunozR1@countyofmonterey.gov if you are unable to participate in this meeting.
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