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730 La Guardia, Salinas, CA 93905Agenda
County of Monterey Area Agency on Aging
Advisory Council Meeting
Thursday October 30, 2025
1:30pm-3:30pm
730 La Guardia, Second Floor, 
Frida-Diego Conference Room,
Salinas, CA 93905





	Members
	Roll Attendance
	
	Roll Attendance

	Aimee Cuda, Chair
	Present
	Jose Vazquez
	Excused

	Jessica McKillip, Vice-Chair
	Present
	Kontrena McPheter
	Absent

	Bobbie Blakeney
	Present
	Alicia Rodriguez
	Present

	JoAnne Roth 
	Present
	William Eldredge
	Present

	Staff
	Attendance

	Marleen Bush
	Present

	Agenda

	1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance
	Meeting was called to order at 1:40 pm.

	2. Roll Call
	

	3. Public Introductions, Comments and Announcements: Members of the public including service providers may address the Council on items not listed on today’s Agenda that are within the jurisdiction of the Council. Presentations must not exceed three minutes in length, and individuals may speak only once during oral communications.
If any member of the public wishes to address the Council on any action item that is listed on today’s agenda (excluding approval and acceptance of minutes), they may do so when that item is called as directed by the Chair. 

	4. Changes to the Agenda
	None

	5. Guest Presentation- In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) Share of Cost (SOC) - Emily Nicholl
	Emily Nicholl gave a presentation began on IHSS Share of Cost (SOC) and explained the asset limits for middle class individuals, noting that it will be lower effective January 2026. This means that fewer middle-class people will qualify for Medi-Cal. She briefly explained the three ways individuals might reduce their SOC: 
1. Becoming eligible for the working disabled program – An individual would need to submit proof of income to their eligibility worker who will help to determine their SOC.
2. Qualifying for the Spousal Impoverishment Program - If an individual with a high SOC qualifies for long-term care and this would impoverish their spouse, their SOC may be reduced or eliminated.
3. Purchasing supplemental health insurance.
A document was shared with the members further explaining ways to lower or stop Medi-Cal SOC. 

	6. ACTION ITEMS:  
a. Approval of August 21, 2025, Minutes 
b. Approval of membership renewals
1. Aimee Cuda Term 2026-2028
2. Bobbie Blakeney Term 2026-2028
	a. Jessica McKillip moved to approve the August 21, 2025, minutes, William Eldredge seconded. Roll call vote was taken and approved by all members present. Motion passed.
b. Jessica moved to approve Aimee Cuda’s membership renewal for the 2026-2028 term. William Eldredge seconded. Roll call vote was taken and approved by all members present. Motion passed.
c. Jessica moved to approve Bobbie Blakeney’s membership renewal for the 2026-2028 term. William Eldredge seconded. Roll call vote was taken and approved by all members present. Motion passed.

	7. Executive Committee Report (Aimee)
a. BOS appointment of Jessica McKillip to District 4
b. BOS appointment of Elizabeth Yanez to District 5
	The Board of Supervisors confirmed Jessica McKillip’s appointment (District 4 – Askew) and Elizabeth Yanez’s appointment (District 5 – Daniels) to the AAA Advisory Council.
Kontrena submitted a written notice that she will be resigning from the Council in December, creating a vacancy for District 1 (Alejo). This will leaves us with 6 Community-At-Large vacancies.  Bobbie mentioned that Philip Geiger from the Alzheimer’s’ Association may be interested in joining.  Marleen clarified that AAA contracted service providers are not eligible to apply, but agreed to follow-up with Philip regarding his interest.

	8. Legislation & Advocacy (L&A) Committee Report (William)
	L&A met and updated the AAA Legislative Priorities for Goal #2.  The latest proposed changes were emailed to the full Advisory Council on October 31, 2025.  L&A also plans to add the Board of Supervisors’ new strategic plan goals to the Legislative Priorities for members to discuss at the December L&A meeting.

	9. Planning, Evaluation & Allocations (PE&A) Committee Report (JoAnne)
	No quorum.

	10.  Designated Committee Representative Reports:
a. Public Authority for IHSS Advisory Committee 
b. Monterey-Salinas Transit, Mobility Advisory Committee (Jessica)
c. Triple-A Council of California (Aimee/Marleen)
	a. Marleen shared that the analyst that staffs the IHSS Advisory Committee may be available to present in April 2026.
b. The Mobility Advisory Committee met on September 24, 2025. The meeting included a presentation on the Human Services Transportation Plan, recognition of three members for 5 years of service, and a review of the Measure X Senior and Disabled Transportation Program. 
c. The last TACC meeting was held on October 9, 2025.  Aimee attended and reported that they talked about the 2030 Future Readying of the California Aging Network. A video was shared on the Future Vision of Health, Aging, and Longevity and Aimee encouraged everyone to watch it. Marleen plans to email the video to the members.

	11.  Staff Reports/Comments
a. Age Wise Program Update and Site Visit
b. AAA Program Monitoring Update
c. AAA Area Plan Update (APU) and Funding for FY 2025-26
d. AAA Program Service Units & Expenditures Report for FY 2025-26, 1st Quarter
e. 2025 Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program
	a.  An Age Wise site visit from San Bernardino County was held on September 16, 2025. The site review went well, and they were impressed with our workflow, referral process, and our partnership with Behavioral Health. Our next technical assistance training session with San Bernardino will be on Medi-Cal billing.
a. The initial monitoring of Alliance on Aging and their main programs has been completed, with no disallowed costs or findings.  AAA staff plan to assist them in updating their disaster preparedness plans and encouraged them to utilize resources available through Alert Monterey County. AAA staff are now preparing for the CDA remote program monitoring scheduled for the week of December 15, 2025.
b. Area Plan – no new update. 
c. AAA program service provider performance data, including plan vs actual service units and expenditure reports was shared.  Marleen noted that most service providers are meeting or exceeding their goals.
d. The 2025 Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program was successful this year. 425 e-cards were issued to seniors throughout Monterey County.  Participating partners included the Prunedale Senior Center, North County Recreation & Park District, Meals on Wheels of the Monterey Peninsula, and Alliance on Aging. For future meetings, Marleen requested adding two standing agenda items, including updates on social media and outreach efforts and disaster preparedness.

	12.  Announcements
	Jessica shared information on the ITNMonterey Fall Social event, scheduled for November 14, 2025.  An email was sent to all members with the details.  Also, ITNMonterey will be featured in the Monterey County Weekly Life & Health section in December 2025. 

Marleen shared that she and Thom will be attending the C4A Conference. The Triple-A Council of California (TACC) offered to cover the conference registration expenses for Aimee since she’s a TACC member and Chair of our AAA Advisory Council; however, she is unable to attend. Members recommended that if the Chair cannot attend in the future, the opportunity should be offered to the Vice Chair or another member to attend on the Chair’s behalf.  Marleen agreed.

	13. Adjourn & Confirm Next Meeting:  
December 11, 2025, 1:00 pm
	Meeting adjourned at 3:15pm.



For further information or to make a request for special accommodations (language, disability, or access) please call Rosemary Munoz at (831) 755-4465, one day prior to the meeting date.

Council Members: Please contact Rosemary Munoz at (831) 755-4465 or by email at MunozR1@countyofmonterey.gov if you are unable to participate in this meeting.
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