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Monterey County       
MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Sid Williams, Chairperson 
2620 1st Ave             
MARINA, CA 93933 
TEL: (831) 647-7613 
FAX: (831) 647-7618 
 

Meeting: 07/09/2025 
Call Meeting to Order: Chair Williams  

Roll Call by Chair Sid William, Quorum 
Established 
 

Voting members present: 
District 2 – Lois Flint 
District 3 – Mark Hartunian 
District 4 – Richard Stevens 
District 5 – Bill Sherrod 
BoS – Mary Estrada 
BoS – Louise Goetzelt 
BoS – Sid Williams, Chair 
 
 
Representing County Supervisor 
1st District Supervisor, Luis Alejo 
 
 
In attendance:  
Representative from 1st District Supervisor’s 
Office, Javier Gomez 
Representative from 1st District Supervisor’s 
Office, Jasmine Mejia Cortez 
Representative from Senator Laird’s Office, Isabel 
Meza 
Representative from Speaker of the Assembly 
Rivas’ Office, Dominic Dursa 
Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison, 
Adam Errahebi 

Pledge of Allegiance Led by Chair Williams 
Public Comment: • None received 

 
Report from the Chair:  

Chair Williams:  • We need more Veteran of the Year, Jack 
Stewart and Sam Farr award nominees. 

• Heroes Open is going to be held on October 
25th.  

• Retiree Appreciation Day is on July 19th. 
• The Veterans Issues Advisory Committee has 

been dissolved.  
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• Richard and Bill have been approved by the 
Board of Supervisors.  

 

Approval of the Minutes: 
Approval of the Minutes • June 11th 

• Motion by Mark Hartunian 
• Second by Lois Flint 

• Ayes, six 
• Abstained, one 

 

Committee Reports 
County of Monterey Veteran Initiatives, 

• Adam Errahebi reported: 
• Adam explained the various County of 

Monterey Veteran related initiatives, see 
attached: 
• Veterans Preference Policy: A draft of 

the policy has been submitted to HR for 
review and is currently with County 
Counsel. 

• Military Leave Policy: A draft of the 
policy has been submitted to HR for 
review and is currently with County 
Counsel. 

• Skillbridge and Military Spouse Hiring: 
Will be worked on in the future as we 
must collaborate with multiple County 
Departments.   

County of Monterey Board of Supervisors 
Update,  

• Representative from 1st District 
Supervisor’s Office, Javier Gomez 
reported: 

• Supervisor Alejo is preparing to travel to 
the National Association of Counties 
conference in Philadelphia.  

 

Military and Veterans Affairs Report, 
• Adam Errahebi reported: 

• Adam explained MVAO operations and state 
legislative priorities.  

• The VA Women’s Day (Resource Fair) at 
MVAO on June 27th went well with a good 
turnout. The VA is hoping to host more 
Women centered events in the County.  

• Adam explained MVAO’s data report, see 
attached: 

 

Veteran of the Year Report, 
• Adam Errahebi reported: 

• Extend Deadline to August 1st  
• Motion by Louise Goetzelt 
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• Second by Mary Estrada 
• Ayes, unanimous 
• Veteran of the Year nominations are open 

on MVAO.org. Nominations can be 
submitted directly to Adam Errahebi.   

 

State Legislation Report, 
• Dominic Dursa reported: 

• The State Budget was passed recently. 
There will be future challenges due to 
Federal regulations.  

• Provided updated on SB 296 and AB 53.  
State Legislation Report, 

• Isabel Meza reported: 
• Senator Laird is in the area attending 

meetings.  
• The Senate will be going into summer 

recess soon.   
 

Federal Legislation Report, • None received.  
 

Central Coast Veteran Cemetery Update, • None received.  

 
VA Clinic Report, • None received. 

 
Veterans Trail and Museum Committee, 

• Lois Flint and Richard Stevens reported: 
• The Committee is meeting twice a month.  
• We have completed the investigation phase 

and are creating a timeline for future tasks.  
• We will be meeting with the County 

Planning Department to discuss the 
potential East Garrison site. 

• Discussed potential museum items.  
 

Veteran of the Year Venue Committee, 
• Lois Flint reported: 

• The Veteran of the Year Dinner will be 
hosted at the Salinas Elks Lodge.   

• Discussed the venue and ticket prices.  
 
 
 

Items From Members  
Bill Sherrod • Commission drafts a letter to ask the HR 

Director to follow up on the Veteran 
Preference and Military Leave Policy.  

• Motion by Bill Sherrod 
• Second by Louise Goetzelt 
• Ayes, unanimous 

Louise Goetzelt • Discussed future Brown Act changes. 
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Lois Flint • I am the Area 2 Commander for the 
American Legion.  

• The American Legion will be working the 
Indy Car races. 

Mark Hartunian • Praised the work of the community to 
get the retirement and survivors tax 
relief in the State budget.  

 
Adjournment: Chair Williams 
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