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730 La Guardia, Salinas, CA 93905Minutes
County of Monterey Area Agency on Aging
Advisory Council Meeting
Thursday April 24, 2025
1:30pm-3:30pm
730 La Guardia, Second Floor, 
Frida-Diego Conference Room,
Salinas, CA 93905





	Members
	Roll Attendance
	
	Roll Attendance

	Aimee Cuda, Chair
	Present
	JoAnne Roth
	Present

	Jessica McKillip, Vice-Chair
	Present
	Jose Vazquez
	Present

	Kathybelle Barlow
	Excused
	Kontrena McPheter
	Present

	Bobbie Blakeney
	Present
	Alicia Rodriguez
	Present

	Richard Kuehn
	Present
	William Eldredge
	Present

	Staff
	Attendance

	Marleen Bush
Thomas De La Cruz
Rosemary Munoz
	Present
Present
Present

	Agenda

	1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance
	Meeting was called to order at 1:30 by the Chair.

	2. Roll Call
	

	3. PUBLIC HEARING: Open and conduct Public Hearing to receive public comments on the draft 2025-2026 Area Agency on Aging (AAA) Area Plan Update, and to consider approving and adopting the draft 2025-2026 Area Plan Update. The draft 2025-2026 Area Plan Update will be available online at: Area Agency on Aging | County of Monterey
Comments are limited to three minutes per individual. 
Marleen shared the 2025-2026 Area Plan Update, provided a detailed review and noted all changes. 

	4. Close Public Hearing:  Public hearing was closed at 2:15pm.

	5. ACTION ITEM:  Approve 2025-2026 Area Plan Update:  Bobbie moved to approve the 2025-2026 Area Plan Update with changes; Kontrena McPheter seconded. Roll call vote was taken and approved by all members present. Motion passed.

	6. Public Introductions, Comments and Announcements: Members of the public including service providers may address the Council on items not listed on today’s Agenda that are within the jurisdiction of the Council. Presentations must not exceed three minutes in length, and individuals may speak only once during oral communications.
If any member of the public wishes to address the Council on any action item that is listed on today’s agenda (excluding approval and acceptance of minutes), they may do so when that item is called as directed by the Chair. 

	7. Changes to the Agenda
	None

	8. Update on Monterey County’s recognition as a member of the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) Network of Age-Friendly States and Communities
	AARP Age Friendly Network was created to help communities become more livable and inclusive for people of all ages, especially older adults. It encourages communities to plan and implement policies that support healthy aging, such as improving transportation, housing, healthcare access, and social inclusion.  On July 30, 2024, the County of Monterey officially joined the AARP National Network of Age Friendly States and Communities.

	9. ACTION ITEMS:  
a. Approval of February 20, 2025, Minutes 
b. Review and approve the revised AAA Bylaws and submit them to the Board of Supervisors for approval.
c. Review and approve the Older Americans Resolution
d. Review and approve the Elder Justice and Vulnerable Dependent Adult Abuse Resolution
	a. JoAnne Roth moved to approve the February 20, 2025, minutes; Jessica McKillip seconded. Roll call vote was taken. Bobbie Abstained, and all other members approved. Motion passed. 
b. Richard Kuehn moved to approve the Bylaws; William Eldredge seconded. Roll call vote was taken and approved by all. Motion passed.
c. Bobbie Blakeney moved to approve the Older Americans Month Resolution; William Eldredge seconded. Roll call vote was taken and approved by all members present. Motion passed.
d. Bobbie Blakeney moved to approve the Elder Justice and Vulnerable Dependent Abuse Month Resolution; William Eldredge seconded. Roll call vote was taken and approved by all members present. Motion passed. 

	10. Executive Committee Report (Aimee)
	Kathybelle stepped down from L&A Chair due to other commitments. William will be assuming the position. The appointment of Committee Vice Chairs was postponed pending the Board of Supervisors’ approval of the AAA Bylaws. An update on the Age Wise program was provided.

	11. Legislation & Advocacy (L&A) Committee Report (William)
	William reported that the action items were approved. The discussion about appointing a Vice Chair was tabled until the Bylaws are approved by the Board of Supervisors. Kathybelle resigned as Chair and William will serve as Chair moving forward. Thom provided an update on the Legislative priorities.

	12. Planning, Evaluation & Allocations (PE&A) Committee Report (Richard)
	Richard reported that Marleen provided a brief overview on of the PE&A Committee’s role and responsibilities. An update on the Age Wise program was also shared.

	13.  Designated Committee Representative Reports:
a. Public Authority for IHSS Advisory Committee 
b. Monterey-Salinas Transit, Mobility Advisory Committee (Jessica)
c. Triple-A Council of California (Aimee/Marleen)
	a. Nothing to report
b. Jessica reported that 4 MST members renewed their terms. They had public hearings around the unmet transit needs, which is a requirement of the transportation agency for Monterey County. There was a presentation about MST’s new line 61 and 91 changes.
c. Aimee shared information about the presentations given to TACC. Marleen shared information on the proposed Federal cuts for the next fiscal year.
Aimee reported that a memo was shared addressing possible Federal funding cuts to HICAP and the Ombudsman program.  There was also a presentation regarding the threats to Medicaid which includes IHSS. Marleen emailed the presentation slides to the members.

	14.  Staff Reports/Comments
a. Update on Living Well Aging and Disability Resource Guide 2025-26 (Marleen/Thom)
b. Update on FY 2025-26 AAA Contracts (Marleen)
c. Update on Age Wise Program (Thom)
d. Update on monitoring schedule and site visits (Marleen/Thom)
	a. The contract with Monterey County Weekly was approved to develop the new guide which should be out in May 2025. Staff updated the guide to ensure the top commonly requested services by customers were highlighted in the new guide.
b. CDA instructed Planning Service Areas to move forward with contracts for FY 2025-26 using the estimates from the previous year’s baseline budget. 
c. For the Age Wise program, 36 customers have enrolled since December 2024. Outreach was conducted with visits to 46 agencies. Of those enrolled, 24 are currently active and receiving services. As a Medi-Cal based program, participants must meet Medi-Cal eligibility.  Those that do not qualify are referred and connected with other agencies that can provide similar services.
d. AAA Program Monitoring dates have been selected for May and June 2025; and an email will be sent to all AAA Council members inviting them to participate on site visits and tours. 

	15.  Announcements
	· Jose brought up a concern regarding the Monterey County Food Bank indicating seniors and disabled people have to wait in long lines. He recommended that they create two lines with one designated specifically for those needing accessible accomodations.
· The One Stop Community Center Open House and Resource Fair will be on Friday June 13, 2025.
· On May 7, 2025, Marleen will be presenting information about the AAA at the Carmel Foundation at 1:30pm. She will be presenting again at the Cottages of Carmel at 2:30pm on May 22,2025.
· On May 6, 2025, the Board of Supervisors will consider and approve the Older Americans Month resolution that flips the script on aging that focuses on transforming how society perceives aging and encourages people to challenge stereotypes, and also recognize the County of Monterey as an official member of the AARP National Network of Age-Friendly States and Communities. All Council Members were invited to attend the meeting in person.
· On June 10, 2025, the Board of Supervisors will consider and adopt the Elder Justice Month resolution.  All Council members were encouraged to attend the meeting in person.

	16. Adjourn & Confirm Next Meeting:  
June 19, 2025, 1:30pm
	Meeting adjourned at 3:10pm.



For further information or to make a request for special accommodations (language, disability, or access) please call Rosemary Munoz at (831) 755-4465, one day prior to the meeting date.

Council Members: Please contact Rosemary Munoz at (831) 755-4465 or by email at MunozR1@countyofmonterey.gov if you are unable to participate in this meeting.
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