Monterey County

MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMISSION

Sid Williams, Chairperson
2620 1st Ave

MARINA, CA 93933

TEL: (831)647-7613

FAX: (831)647-7618

Meeting: 06/11/2025
Call Meeting to Order: Chair Williams

Roll Call by Chair Sid William, Quorum
Established

Voting members present:
District 1 — Yadira Hobby
District 2 — Lois Flint
District 3 — Mark Hartunian
BoS — Bennie Cooper

BoS — Mary Estrada

BoS —Sid Williams, Chair

Representing County Supervisor
1% District Supervisor, Luis Alejo

In attendance:

Representative from 1% District Supervisor’s
Office, Javier Gomez

Representative from 1% District Supervisor’s
Office, Jasmine Mejia Cortez

Representative from Congressman Panetta’s
Office, Taylor Davis

Representative from Senator Laird’s Office, Isabel
Meza

Representative from Speaker of the Assembly
Rivas’ Office, Dominic Dursa

Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison,
Adam Errahebi

Pledge of Allegiance

Led by Chair Williams

Public Comment:

e (CSM Bossart introduced himself to the
Commission.

Report from the Chair:

Chair Williams:

e Chair Williams explained the Central Coast
Veterans Cemetery Foundation’s survey on
new priorities to pursue.

e Discussed Veteran of the Year nominations.
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e The Heroes Open will be held on October

25,

e The Veterans Transition Center has finished
Lightfighter Village, and it is almost fully
occupied. They are also working to build
ADUs and the Old VA Clinic to house more
Veterans.

Approval of the Minutes:

Approval of the Minutes

e Ayes, unanimous

May 14th

Motion by Mark Hartunian
Second by Bennie Cooper

Committee Reports

County of Monterey Veteran Initiatives,
e Adam Errahebi reported:

Adam explained the various County of

Monterey Veteran related initiatives, see
attached:

Veterans Preference Policy: A draft of
the policy has been submitted to HR for
review and is currently with County
Counsel.

Military Leave Policy: A draft of the
policy has been submitted to HR for
review and is currently with County
Counsel.

Skillbridge and Military Spouse Hiring:
Will be worked on in the future as we
must collaborate with multiple County
Departments.

We hope to present these policies to the
Commission once approved by County
Counsel.

County of Monterey Board of Supervisors
Update,
e District 1 Supervisor Alejo reported:

The County will be finalizing its budget on
Tuesday. The budget climate will be tight in
the coming years but one thing that will
help us is Measure AA that was recently
passed.

The challenge with the State budget is
keeping some services going. Here in
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Monterey County, we operate two shelters
and have various housing projects in the
pipeline. There was no allocation in the
State budget for homeless and housing
services like these.

Supervisor Alejo discussed various housing
and homeless projects throughout
Monterey County.

The Memorial Day event at the Cemetery
was beautiful and well attended.

We also attended the unveiling of five
highway signs for fallen servicemembers.
Supervisor Alejo stated he sent a reminder
email to all of the other Supervisors for
Veteran of the Year Nominations.

Military and Veterans Affairs Report,
e Adam Errahebi reported:

Adam explained MVAO operations and state
legislative priorities.

There is a VA Women’s Day (Resource Fair)
at MVAO on June 27" from 10:00am to
2:00pm.

Adam explained MVAQ’s data report, see
attached:

Veteran of the Year Report,
e Adam Errahebi reported:

Veteran of the Year nominations are open
on MVAO.org. Nominations can be
submitted directly to Adam Errahebi.

State Legislation Report,
e Dominic Dursa reported:

The Legislature came to an agreement on
their budget that will be negotiated with
the Governor. It should be signed by June
15,

There are disagreements between the
State and Federal Government on things
going on in Los Angeles. We will continue
to monitor that situation.

State Legislation Report,
e Isabel Meza reported:

Friday was the last day for each House to
introduce Bills.

All of Senator Laird’s Bills have made it
through to the Assembly.

The Senate has new leadership coming in.
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Federal Legislation Report, e None received. Technical Difficulties
e Taylor Davis reported:

Central Coast Veteran Cemetery Update, e The Highway 1 North and South Cemetery
e Fernando Pimentel reported: sign is looking to be crafted and scheduled
to be installed soon.

VA Clinic Report, e Adam Errahebi reported the VA is looking
e Louise Goetzelt reported: to host a Women’s Veteran event at
MVAQ's Office on 06/27/2025.

By-Laws Review, e The Commission reviewed the By-Laws
e Adam Errahebi reported: e Vote to Accept updated by-laws with
changes

e Motion: Mary Estrada
e Second Bennie Cooper

Veterans Trail and Museum Committee, e The Committee is meeting twice a month
e Lois Flint reported: to plan for the future.

Veteran of the Year Venue Committee, e The Veteran of the Year Dinner will be
e Lois Flint reported: hosted at the Salinas Elks Lodge.

Veterans Issues Advisory Committee, e The Committee has voted to dissolve and is
e Louise Goetzelt reported: going through the process with the Board

of Supervisors.

Items From Members e Commissioners introduced themselves
to Richard Stevens and Bill Sherrod who
are the nominees for District 4 and 5
respectively.

Bill Sherrod e Discussed Workforce Development
programs that could help ease the
budget constraints for Veteran Housing
and other projects.

Mary Estrada e We are looking for more people to be
involved on the Museum project. Please
let me know.

Adjournment: Chair Williams
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MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE

Monthly Activity Report
May 2025

Outreach Events R = 452
224 767 Vet Rep

New Contacts Appointments

Phone Calls
405 claims Actions ! 28

4 College Fee
-1 Waivers Granted

$219,175

$106 240

Recurring Monthly Payments

o

Disability Compensation Fiscal Year To Date
$11,008,189

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613
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