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DROWNING AND NON-FATAL DROWNING

Patient has a pulse

Ye

and is breathing?

I

Submersion < 90 minutes
in water temp <43° F?
or
Submersion < 30 minutes
in water temp >43° F?

Ventilate if not breathing or

Maintain warmth

Airway management

hypoventilating

Routine medical care

e

v

Assess for spinalinjury

Apply spinal motion
restriction as needed

Scuba diving

CPR
Follow appropriate Determination of
cardiac arrest death
protocol
Notes:

. Refer to Hypothermia
Protocol (E-4 and EP-1) for
management of hypothermia.

. Initiate transport as soon as No
possible.

. Relieve gastric distention only
if interfering with ventilations.

. Obtain history related to the
event, including submersion ¢—N
time, water temperature if
known, and patient status
prior to the event.

v

Transport to the

v

nearest ED

injury?

Yes

Possible air
embolism?

Yes

h 4

Place patient in left
lateral recumbent

position




