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Monterey County       
MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Sid Williams, Chairperson 
2620 1st Ave             
MARINA, CA 93933 
TEL: (831) 647-7613 
FAX: (831) 647-7618 
 

Meeting: 04/09/2025 
Call Meeting to Order: Chair Williams  

Roll Call by Chair Sid William, Quorum 
Established 
 

Voting members present: 
District 1 – Yadira Hobby 
District 2 – Lois Flint 
District 3 – Mark Hartunian 
BoS – Louise Goetzelt  
BoS – Bennie Cooper 
BoS – Mary Estrada 
BoS – Sid Williams, Chair 
 
 
Representing County Supervisor 
1st District Supervisor, Luis Alejo 
Representative from 1st District Supervisor’s 
Office, Javier Gomez 
 
 
In attendance:  
Representative from 1st District Supervisor’s 
Office, Jasmine Mejia Cortez 
Representative from Congressman Panetta’s 
Office, Taylor Davis 
Representative from Senator Laird’s Office, Isabel 
Meza 
Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison, 
Adam Errahebi 

Pledge of Allegiance Led by Lois Flint 
Public Comment: • None received 
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Report from the Chair:  
Chair Williams:  • Veteran of the Year nominations are open. 

Please submit your nominations.  
 

Approval of the Minutes: 
Approval of the Minutes • March 12th 

• Motion by Lois Flint 
• Second by Mary Estrada 

• Ayes, unanimous 
 

Committee Reports 
County of Monterey Veteran Initiatives, 

• Adam Errahebi reported: 
• Adam explained the various County of 

Monterey Veteran related initiatives with a 
handout, see attached: 
• Veterans Preference Policy: A draft of 

the policy has been submitted to HR for 
review and is currently with County 
Counsel. 

• Military Leave Policy: A draft of the 
policy has been submitted to HR for 
review and is currently with County 
Counsel. 

• Skillbridge and Military Spouse Hiring: 
Will be worked on in the future as we 
must collaborate with multiple County 
Departments.  

 

Military and Veterans Affairs Report, 
• Adam Errahebi reported: 

• Adam explained the Veterans Affairs budget 
and staffing climate and upcoming VA 
Schedule of Ratings changes. 

• Jack is attending the National Association of 
County Veteran Service Officers Leadership 
Summit in Washington D.C. until the 10th 

where he and other Service Officers will be 
meeting with the Secretary of the VA and 
respective Undersecretaries.   

• MVAO is hosting a Resource Fair/Stand 
Down on Friday April 18th from 9:00am to 
3:00pm at 2620 1st Ave, Marina, CA.  

• There is a detour to come to MVAO’s 
building. You must take Lightfighter and turn 
right on to First Avenue. First Avenue has 
been made a two way street.  
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• Adam explained MVAO’s data report, see 
attached: 

 

 

 

Veteran of the Year Report, 
• Adam Errahebi reported: 

• Veteran of the Year nominations are open 
on MVAO.org.  

 

State Legislation Report 
• Dominic Dursa reported: 

• Explained the State budget climate.  
• The May Budget revise should be released 

soon. 
State Legislation Report 

• Isabel Meza reported: 
• Senator Laird has finalized his legislative 

package. If you want to learn more, please 
visit SD17.ca.gov.  

• To stay up to date, please sign up for our 
newsletter.  

• The Governor’s State Budget May Revise 
will provide a better understanding moving 
forward.  

 

Federal Legislation Report 
• Taylor Davis reported: 

• Our office is tracking Federal workers who 
are affected by any cuts. If you know of 
anyone affected, please let us know so we 
can help and advocate.  

• The Vets ETA Act if passed would  provide 
better transportation for Veterans from VA 
Facilities.  

• The Provide Act would direct the Secretary 
of the VA  to ensure Veterans impacted by 
natural disasters are eligible for expedited 
claims processing.  

• Inspire to Serve Act would provide 
increased opportunities for public service 
including military recruitment through 
grants.  

• We are also looking into a COLA adjustment 
for our district.  

• Military Food Security Act would increase 
the basic needs allowance for 
servicemembers.  
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Central Coast Veteran Cemetery Update, 
• Adam Errahebi reported: 

• The Highway 1 North and South Cemetery 
sign is looking to be crafted and scheduled 
to be installed soon.  

• The event where six unclaimed remains of 
Veterans were laid to rest was very well 
attended.  

 
VA Clinic Report, • None received.  

 
Veterans Trail and Museum Committee, 

• Lois Flint reported: 
• The committee has been meeting to get 

this initiative started.  
• We have connected with Doug Yount for 

the trail but have not had a formal meeting 
yet.  

• We are working on getting a meeting with 
the County point of contact 

 
Veteran of the Year Venue Committee, 

• Lois Flint reported: 
• We have narrowed the search down to 2 

locations.   
• We will have a recommendation for the 

Commission next meeting.  
 

Veterans Issues Advisory Committee, 
• Adam Errahebi reported: 

• Power was shut off by PG&E for the last 
meeting. The Committee came to a 
decision to agendize the topic of dissolving 
the Committee and merging into this body. 
They will vote at the next meeting.  

 
Adjournment: Chair Williams 
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