County of Monterey
Military & Veterans Affairs Office

Meeting Minutes

Military & Veterans Affairs Office (MVAO)
VETERANS ISSUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (VIAC)
March 27th, 2025, Thursday, at 3:00 p.m.

1. CALLTO
ORDER/ESTABLISHMENT OF
QUORUM
e Call to Order: Chair
Oglesby

e Roll Call to Establish
Quorum: Vice-Chair, Dan
Presser

Committee Members Present:

UVC - Vice-Chair Dan Presser

UVC — Mary Estrada

UVC - John Gay

UVC — Shane Strong

City of Monterey — Mark Ackermann
City of Marina — Wesley Haye

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Led by: Vice-Chair Dan Presser

3. AKNOLWEGEMENT OF
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

e None received.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

e None received.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
(From September 28th)

e Motion: Shane Strong
e Second: John Gay
e Roll Call: Vote
= Ayes—Unanimous
e Motion Carried

6. BUSINESS ITEMS INFORMATION/ACTION

a. Affordable Housing

i. VTC — General Updates

e None received.

b. Central Coast Veterans Cemetery Status Report

i. CCCVC Status Report

e The Highway 1 North and South sign has been received by
CAL TRANS and is being put up soon.

c. Cemetery Foundation

i. General Updates
e Candy Ingram reported

e The Annual Meeting of the Foundation is next Friday, April 4
to elect Board members and officers. A regular business
meeting will be held following the Annual meeting.

Anyone is welcome to attend the Foundation meetings, 12
noon at VSO, first Friday of each month. Also, by Zoom but
we'd need an email address.

e We are still pursuing information about getting a bathroom
in the public gathering area, getting an enclosed service
area/building, and trying to get information about what
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CalVet is doing regarding planning timelines and funding for
necessary expansion of capacity within the next 5 years.

We anticipate more engravings going up on the Appreciation
Wall in the next 2 months.

d. Ord Military Community

i. Active-Duty General Update:
e CSM Adam Bossart reported

The Garrison is still planning the events leading up to the
Army’s 250%™ Birthday. The events include a 250-mile relay
Road March, Luncheon, and Ball.

The Army’s 250" Birthday Ball will be held at the General
Stillwell Center on June 14™. Tickets will be on sale soon.
The Army Emergency Relief Campaign has started. If you are
interest in donating, please contact MWR on post or go
online to armyemergencyrelief.org.

Language Day is cancelled this year.

e. Army Retired Soldier’s Council

‘ i. General Update:

None received.

f. VA-DoD Clinic

‘ i. General Update:

None received.

g. Municipalities

i. City of Del Rey Oaks, General Updates:

e None received.

e Mark Ackermann reported

ii. City of Monterey, General Updates:

e The MUIR Grant is still in process.
e We will be going to Washington D.C. for the
Association of Defense Communities National

Summit.
iii. City of Marina, General Updates: e We took a tour of Lightfighter Village and it is
e Wesley Haye reported incredible.

iv. City of Seaside, General Updates:

e None received

h. Military & Veterans Affairs Office

i. General Update
e Jack Murphy reported

e Jack gave MVAQ’s Monthly Activity report,
see attached.

e MVAO has turned in the revised
Veteran/Spouse hiring and Military Leave
policy to County HR and is currently with
County Counsel.

e MVAQ's new Principal Office Assistant
Odessa has started.

e MVAOQ’s newest Vet Rep Tyler has started.

e 2025 Veteran of the Year nominations are
open and can be submitted at MVAO.org.
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e MVAO and Monterey County Stand Down will
be hosting a Veterans Resource Fair on April
18", There will be more information to
follow.

7. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
Receive Communication from Committee members as it pertains to future agenda items

e General Discussion e Discussed how to move forward with
merging with the Commission and sunsetting
this body. Voted to agendize a vote to start
the process of dissolving and merging with
the Commission.

e Motion: Shane Strong

e Second: Wesley Haye

e Roll Call: Vote
= Ayes—Unanimous
e Motion Carried

9. ADJOURNMENT: Vice-Chair Presser
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MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE

Outreach Events

258

New Contacts

4 College Fee

262 Unique Veterans Waiver valued

134 com pensation Awards

New Disability Compensation Awards

Recurring Monthly Payments

Customer Satisfaction Survey

93% Very Satisfied!

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613
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