Monterey County

MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMISSION

Sid Williams, Chairperson
2620 1st Ave

MARINA, CA 93933

TEL: (831)647-7613

FAX: (831)647-7618

Meeting: 03/12/2025
Call Meeting to Order: Chair Williams

Roll Call by Chair Sid William, Quorum
Established

Voting members present:
District 1 — Yadira Hobby
District 2 — Lois Flint
District 3 — Mark Hartunian
BoS — Louise Goetzelt

BoS — Bennie Cooper

BoS — Dan Presser

BoS — Sid Williams, Chair

Representing County Supervisor

15 District Supervisor, Luis Alejo
Representative from 1% District Supervisor’s
Office, Javier Gomez

In attendance:

Representative from 1% District Supervisor’s
Office, Jasmine Mejia Cortez

Representative from Congressman Panetta’s
Office, Taylor Davis

Representative from Assemblymember Rivas’
Office, Dominic Dursa

Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison,
Jack Murphy

Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison,
Adam Errahebi

Pledge of Allegiance

Led by Louise Goetzelt

Public Comment:

e None received
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Report from the Chair:

Chair Williams:

Jack Murphy explained MVAQ’s performance
as ranked by County in the entire State.

Approval of the Minutes:

Approval of the Minutes

February 12th
e Motion by Mark Hartunian
e Second by Dan Presser
Ayes, unanimous

Committee Reports

County of Monterey Veteran Initiatives,
e Jack Murphy reported:

MVAO has connected County Human Resources
with the Presidio of Monterey to promote jobs
to Veterans and Military Spouses.

Jack explained the various County of Monterey
Veteran related initiatives:

e Veterans Preference Policy: A draft of
the policy has been submitted to HR for
review and is currently with County
Counsel.

e Military Leave Policy: A draft of the
policy has been submitted to HR for
review and is currently with County
Counsel.

e Skillbridge and Military Spouse Hiring:
Will be worked on in the future as we
must collaborate with multiple County
Departments.

County of Monterey Veteran Initiatives,
e Supervisor Alejo reported:

The County hosted it’s leadership retreat. The
guest speaker was Leon Panetta who provided
some insight on Federal Government concerns.

Military and Veterans Affairs Report,
e Jack Murphy reported:

e Jack explained the Veterans Affairs budget
and staffing climate and upcoming VA
Schedule of Ratings changes.

e Jack attended the California Association of
County Service Officers Winter Conference
in Sacramento. He is attending individual
meetings with local and Military and
Veterans Affairs Committee legislators to
discuss Veteran related bills and efforts.
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e Jack explained the progress and status of
Assembly Bill 53.

e Jack explained MVAQ’s budget going into
budget hearings.

e Jack will be attending the National
Association of County Veteran Service
Officers Leadership Summit in Washington
D.C. on April 6" through the 10" where he
and other Service Officers will be meeting
with the Secretary of the VA and respective
Undersecretaries.

e Jack discussed the Veteran trail for the new
development and the 9% street round-a-
bout.

e MVAO in collaboration with the Central
Coast Veterans Cemetery and Sheriff
Coroner’s Office will be interning six
unclaimed remains of Veterans on March
25™ at 2:00pm at the Central Coast Veterans
Cemetery.

e MVAO is hosting a Resource Fair/Stand
Down on Friday April 18" from 9:00am to
3:00pm at 2620 1°t Ave, Marina, CA.

e Jack explained MVAQ’s data report, see
attached:

Veteran of the Year Report,

e Adam Errahebi reported:

Veteran of the Year nominations are open on
MVAOQ.org.

State Legislation Report

e Dominic Dursa reported:

Explained the State budget climate.
The May Budget revise should be released soon.

Federal Legislation Report
e Taylor Davis reported:

Congressman Panetta has hosted several
townhalls regarding various topics.

The Congressman co-sponsored HR 1960 to
amend title 38 United States Code to require the
Secretary of Veterans affairs to provide
guidance. the applicants for grants for
comprehensive services for homeless veterans
The Congressman co-sponsored HR 1637 to
reinstate veteran Federal employees to require
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reports from executive branch agencies of
Federal of the Federal Government on the
number of veteran employees fired from such
agencies. So that's touching on the cuts that are
going on right now.

The Congressman co-sponsored HR 1682 to
amend Federal lands, recreate or to amend the
Federal Lands Recreation Enforcement Act
provide lifetime. National parks passes for family
members of arm of those in the Armed Services
who have lost their lives while serving the
country

The Congressman co-sponsored HR 1742 to
establish leave policies of the armed forces for a
member to seek an abortion.

The Congressman co-sponsored HR 1956 to
amend title 37 United States code to increase
the basic allowance for housing inside the
United States for members of the uniformed
services.

If you have any legislative ideas or proposals,
please let us know.

Central Coast Veteran Cemetery Update,
e Adam Errahebi reported:

e The Highway 1 North and South Cemetery
sign is looking to be crafted and scheduled
to be installed soon.

VA Clinic Report,

e None received.

Veterans Trail and Museum Committee,
e Lois Flint reported:

e We have connected with Doug Yount for
the trail. We have asked several members
of the Veteran Community on what they
would like to see on the trail.

Veteran of the Year Venue Committee,
e Dan Presser reported:

e We have narrowed the search down to 15
locations.

Veterans Issues Advisory Committee,
e Louise Goetzelt reported:

e We have collaborated with a member of
VIAC to draft some changes to our bylaws
for the future merge to incorporate some
standing items and members as ex-officio
members.

03/12/25
Pg. 4




Items from Members
e Lois Flint reported:

There is a District 28 meeting this Sunday
to elect the next Commander as | have
reached my term limit.

e Louise Goetzelt reported:

Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren is hosting a
telephone townhall Sunday afternoon.

Adjournment: Chair Williams
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MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE

Outreach Events

258

New Contacts

4 College Fee

262 Unique Veterans Waiver valued

134 Compensation Awards

New Disability Compensation Awards

Recurring Monthly Payments

Customer Satisfaction Survey

93% Very Satisfied!

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613
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