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Monterey County       
MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Sid Williams, Chairperson 
2620 1st Ave             
MARINA, CA 93933 
TEL: (831) 647-7613 
FAX: (831) 647-7618 
 

Meeting: 02/12/2025 
Call Meeting to Order: Chair Williams  

Roll Call by Chair Sid William, Quorum 
Established 
 

Voting members present: 
District 1 – Yadira Hobby 
District 2 – Lois Flint 
District 3 – Mark Hartunian 
BoS – Mary Estrada  
BoS – Louise Goetzelt  
BoS – Dan Presser 
BoS – Sid Williams, Chair 
 
 
Representing County Supervisor 
1st District Supervisor, Luis Alejo 
Representative from 1st District Supervisor’s 
Office, Javier Gomez 
 
 
In attendance:  
Representative from 1st District Supervisor’s 
Office, Jasmine Mejia Cortez 
Representative from Senator Laird’s office, Isabel 
Meza 
Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison, 
Jack Murphy 
Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison, 
Adam Errahebi 

Pledge of Allegiance Led by Yadira Hobby 
Public Comment: 
• Dick Stevens 

• My name is Dick Stevens. I’ve been a resident 
of East Garrison for 6 years. The subject of 
my talk is the Ft. Ord History Museum. 
East Garrison is a unique community It 
resides in what used to be the eastern part of 
Ft. Ord. Unlike other areas of Ft. Ord that 
have become residential developments, East 
Garrison has many structures from the 
original fort that have not been demolished.  
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• These structures are six mess halls, a latrine, 
the Rod and Gun Club, a Chapel, and several 
warehouses one of which housed German 
Prisoners of war during WWII. In fact, the 
builder has placards by these historic 
buildings describing them in more detail. 
Unlike other parts of the fort, these buildings 
are concrete/brick structures with tile roofs.  

• The East Garrison community fondly refers to 
these buildings as our Historic District.  The 
County does too and has a strong interest in 
repurposing these buildings. I believe we 
have a unique opportunity to repurpose one 
of the mess halls to become the Ft. Ord 
History Museum. 

• I understand the idea of a museum has been 
discussed in the past and there is interest in 
recognizing this great military Institution.  I’m 
proposing the time to move more 
purposefully towards that goal is now. Here’s 
why:  

• The County is beginning the process of 
repurposing these buildings and the East 
Garrison Community will be working with the 
county to make this happen 

• There is an interest in East Garrison that one 
of these buildings becomes a Fort Ord 
Museum 

• The builder will be constructing final phase 
that will include a Town Center with shopping 
and a park that will be located near the 
Historic District buildings. I believe this will 
synergistic. 

• Therefore, I am proposing that the 
Commission approves the formation of a 
committee that would include members of 
the East Garrison Community to begin the 
process of making the Ft. Ord History 
Museum a reality. Thank you. 

• Chair Williams thanked Mr. Stevens for his 
comment.  

• The Commission discussed the need for a 
potential museum.  
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Report from the Chair:  

Chair Williams:  • Chair Williams explained the date for the 
Veteran of the Year Dinner as November 7th. 

• Discussed the Monterey Bay Economic 
Impact report showing how much money is 
brought to the local area by Veterans and 
Active Duty Military.  

 

Approval of the Minutes: 
Approval of the Minutes • January 8th 

• Motion by Lois Flint 
• Second by Mary Estrada 

• Ayes, unanimous 
 

Committee Reports 
County of Monterey Veteran Initiatives, 

• Jack Murphy reported: 
• MVAO has connected County Human Resources 

with the Presidio of Monterey to promote jobs 
to Veterans and Military Spouses. 

• Jack explained the various County of Monterey 
Veteran related initiatives: 

• Veterans Preference Policy: A draft of 
the policy has been submitted to HR for 
review and is currently with County 
Counsel. 

• Military Leave Policy: A draft of the 
policy has been submitted to HR for 
review and is currently with County 
Counsel. 

• Skillbridge and Military Spouse Hiring: 
Will be worked on in the future as we 
must collaborate with multiple County 
Departments.  

 

 

 

Veteran of the Year Report, 
• Adam Errahebi reported: 

• Veteran of the Year nominations are open on 
MVAO.org.  
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State Legislation Report 
• Isabel Meza reported: 

• Senator Laird participated in the County 
Legislative Workshop last Friday where he 
expressed his main priorities.   

 

Federal Legislation Report 
• Taylor Davis reported: 

• Congressman Panetta is hosting a telephonic 
town hall tonight. (833) 380-0413. 

• If you have any legislative ideas or proposals, 
please let us know.  

• Congressman Panetta reintroduced the Aviator 
Cancers Examination Study Act. If passed this bill 
would direct the Secretary of the VA to study 
cancer incidences and mortality rates among 
aviators who served in the Military.  

 

Military and Veterans Affairs Report, 
• Jack Murphy reported: 

• The Board of Supervisors voted to provide 
letters of support for House Resolution 680 
which would make the eligibility for 
Dependency Indemnity Compensation more 
lenient.  

• The Board of Supervisors voted to provide 
letters of support for Assembly Bill 53 which 
would provide personal income tax 
exemption for Military Retired and Survivors 
Benefits Plan pay. The bill also has a letter of 
support from the California Board of 
Equalization.  

o Senate Bill 1 is a very similar bill 
introduced in the Senate is still 
moving forward as well.  

• The Board of Supervisors voted to provide 
letters of support for Senate Bill 23 which is 
a property tax exemption for 100% disabled 
Veterans.  

• MVAO hired a new Principal Office Assistant.  
• MVAO will be interviewing candidates for 

the vacant Vet Rep position.  
• Jack will be at the California Association of 

County Service Officers Winter Conference 
in Sacramento. We will be meeting with 
legislators to discuss Veteran related bills 
and efforts. 

• Jack discussed the Veteran trail for the new 
development and the 9th street round-a-
bout.  
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• MVAO is hosting a Resource Fair/Stand 
Down on Friday April 18th from 9:00am to 
3:00pm at 2620 1st Ave, Marina, CA.  

• The County is hosting a hiring fair at the 
Hartnell Satellite Campus Site in Soledad on 
the 19th from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.  

• Jack explained MVAO’s data report, see 
attached: 

 

Central Coast Veteran Cemetery Update, 
• Adam Errahebi reported: 

• The Highway 1 North and South Cemetery sign is 
looking to be crafted and scheduled to be 
installed soon.  

 
VA Clinic Report, 

• Adam Errahebi reported: 
• The VA is moving to ID.me or login.gov for its 

online services. This change will go into effect on 
January 31st. There will be additional staff on site 
to assist Veterans in need of help.   

• The VA will be hosting a Women Veterans Event 
in the summertime.  

 
Veterans Trail and Museum Committee, 

• Lois Flint and Mary Estrada reported: 
• We are still trying to connect with Doug Yount 

for the trail. We have asked several members of 
the Veteran Community on what they would like 
to see on the trail.  

 
Veterans Issues Advisory Committee, 

• Chair Williams and Commission 
discussed: 

• The Commission discussed merging the Veterans 
Issues Advisory Committee with the 
Commission.  

 
New Business: 

Chair Williams • Proposed creating a sub-committee to scout 
locations for the Veteran of the Year Award 
Dinner.  

• Members: Dan Presser, Lois Flint and Mary 
Estrada.   
• Motion by Lois Flint 
• Second by Dan Presser 
• Ayes, unanimous 

Chair Williams • Proposed moving meetings to a 2:00pm start 
time.  
• Motion by Lois Flint 
• Second by Vice Chair John Gay 
• Ayes, unanimous 

Chair Williams • Creation of a Sub-committee to explore the 
Veterans Trail and Museum.  
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• Lois Flint and Yadira Hobby were assigned.  

 
Items from Members 

• Louise Goetzelt reported: 
• The metal benches inside the committal shelter 

at the cemetery are rusting. The Cemetery 
Foundation could bring that up to CALVET Staff.  

 
Adjournment: Chair Williams 
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