County of Monterey
Military & Veterans Affairs Office

Meeting Minutes
Military & Veterans Affairs Office (MVAO)
VETERANS ISSUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (VIAC)
January 30th, 2025, Thursday, at 3:00 p.m.

1. CALLTO Committee Members Present:
ORDER/ESTABLISHMENT OF City of Seaside — Chair, lan Oglesby
QUORUM UVC — Mary Estrada
e Call to Order: Chair UVC — John Gay

Oglesby City of Del Rey Oaks — Rick Johnson

e Roll Call to Establish

City of Monterey — Mark Ackermann
Quorum: Vice-Chair, Dan

City of Marina — Wesley Haye

Presser Army Retired Soldier’s Council — Louise Goetzelt
Veterans Families — Walan Chang
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Led by: Vice-Chair Dan Presser
3. AKNOLWEGEMENT OF e None received.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD e None received.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES e Motion: Rick Johnson

(From September 28th) e Second: Wesley Haye

e Roll Call: Vote
= Ayes—Unanimous
e Motion Carried

6. BUSINESS ITEMS INFORMATION/ACTION
a. Affordable Housing

i. VTIC — General Updates e VTC will be looking to do a ribbon cutting for Lightfighter
e Jack Murphy reported Village in the near future.

b. Central Coast Veterans Cemetery Status Report
i. CCCVC Status Report e None received.

c. Cemetery Foundation
i. General Updates e The Board is actively engaged in strategic planning for our
e Candy Ingram reported succession planning, a restroom near the Cemetery
Committal shelter, an enclosed gathering facility for
inclement weather, and infrastructure/expansion issues with
the cemetery.
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d. Ord Military Community

i. Active-Duty General Update:

CSM Adam Bossart reported

The Garrison is still planning the events leading up to the
Army’s 250%™ Birthday.

Teresa Watkins was selected to replace Oscar Orgones as
the new chief of housing.

e. Army Retired Soldier’s Council

i. General Update:

Louise Goetzelt reported

Retiree Appreciation Day is scheduled for July and we will be
working with the Garrison to integrate the Army’s 250%"
Birthday somehow.

f. VA-DoD Clinic

i. General Update:

Jack Murphy reported

The clinic is having a free Mammography walk-in clinic on
January 28™.

The VA is in the process of bringing down additional imaging
equipment from Palo Alto.

The VA is moving to ID.me or login.gov for its online services.
This change will go into effect on January 31°. There will be
additional staff on site to assist Veterans in need of help.

g. Municipalities

i. City of Del Rey Oaks, General Updates: e No update at this time.

Rick Johnson reported

ii. City of Monterey, General Updates:

Mark Ackermann reported

e The Monterey Bay Defense Alliance is hosting
its Breakfast where they will be releasing the
Economic Impact Report.

e There is a $4.9 Billion total impact
through Active Duty, Veterans and
Retirees in Monterey County.

e About 14.8% of the County’s
economy was made up of the
different type of military activities.

e The City has started the process of a Military
Installation Resilience Review.

e The Association of Defense Communities will
be having its Installation Innovation Forum in
Monterey on October 27 through the 29%.

iii. City of Marina, General Updates:
Wesley Haye reported

e Marina is making plans for the next 5-10
years and presenting it to City Council soon.

e Lightfighter Village is opening soon.

e Doug Yaunt of the Dunes is in contact for a
Veterans Trail in the new housing. The Dunes
is seeking assistance from Veterans for that
project.

e The East Garrison Homeowners Association
to repurpose an old dining facility into a
museum.
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Wesley invited City of Marina Planning
Manager Alyson Hunter to the next meeting
to discuss plans for the City of Marina.

iv. City of Seaside, General Updates:
e Chair Oglesby reported

No update at this time.

h. Military & Veterans Affairs Office

i. General Update
e Jack Murphy reported

Jack gave MVAQ’s Annual Activity report, see
attached.

Dominic Dursa gave a State Budget overview.
The Elizabeth Dole Act was passed increasing
the cap for non-nursing home care and
provides more benefits for family caregivers
under the VA program. The Elizabeth Dole
Act also increased several benefits for
Veterans and Survivors, mainly healthcare,
dental and education.

The Supreme Court decided on the Rudisill
case extending the Gl Bill to 48 months (from
36 months) if the Veteran served for a
minimum of two enlistment periods.

The VA authorized new presumptive cancers
related to the Gulf War and Post 9/11 service
locations.

Federal Legislators are looking for input on
the upcoming 2026 National Defense
Authorization Act. MVAO has asked for a
study on Medicare Reimbursement rates as
the VA and Tricare use fixed rates which is
unfavorable for community care.

The Governor’s provisionary budget has a set
aside for $20,000 in tax exclusions per
Military Retiree or survivor. We are still
pursuing AB 53.

MVAQO is asking the County Legislative
Committee and Board of Supervisors for
support for SB 23 which is a property tax
exemption for 100% service-connected
Disabled Veterans and/or their Surviving
Spouse. MVAO is also seeking support for
clarification on Senate Bill 770 which was
signed by the Governor in August of 2023.
There is currently no Federal exemption for
those with Federal healthcare.
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MVAO has turned in the revised
Veteran/Spouse hiring and Military Leave
policy to County HR.

MVAQ's new Principal Office Assistant is
starting on February 10™.

We are interviewing soon for our Vet Rep
position.

2025 Veteran of the Year nominations are
open and can be submitted at MVAO.org.
Jack discussed the Federal hiring freeze and
VA benefits.

MVAO and Monterey County Stand Down will
be hosting a Veterans Resource Fair on April
18", There will be more information to
follow.

i. Election of Officers

Chair Oglesby

Opened nominations for Chair for the
ensuing year, 2025
e Dan Presser nominates lan Oglesby
e No other nominates are received
= Roll Call Vote:
Unanimous Ayes — lan Oglesby is elected
Chair for 2025

Chair Oglesby

Opened nominations for Vice-chair for the
ensuing year, 2025

e Louise Goetzelt nominates Dan

Presser
e No other nominates are received
= Roll Call Vote:

Unanimous Ayes — Dan Presser is elected
Vice-chair for 2025

Chair Oglesby

Closed elections.

7. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
Receive Communication from Committee members as it pertains to future agenda items

Committee

Discussed how to possibly move forward
with merging with the Commission and
sunsetting this body.

Mins -4



e Louise Goetzelt e Tricare health records system will be merging
with Genesis Military Healthcare records
system. Download your records

e Mary Estrada e There is a flyer for the memorial service of
the four Chaplains from the USS Dorchester.
The ship was hit by a torpedo in the Atlantic
in 1942 and the Chaplains stayed aboard
doing their duty. They ultimately passed. The
event is on Saturday February 1°' at noon at
Mission San Juan Bautista.

9. ADJOURNMENT: Chair Oglesby
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Military and Veterans Affairs Office
FY 25 Semi-Annual Report
(01 Jul — 31 Dec 24)

Supported

2

Counties to Best
Serve Veterans

College Tuition
Fee Waivers

$1,052,995

Disability Compensation Awards

e $2,988,034 =

$113 750 in Grants and Contracts f
$111 730 in State Subvention

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613
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