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Monterey County       
MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Sid Williams, Chairperson 
2620 1st Ave             
MARINA, CA 93933 
TEL: (831) 647-7613 
FAX: (831) 647-7618 
 

Meeting: 01/08/2025 
Call Meeting to Order: Chair Williams  

Roll Call by Chair Sid William, Quorum 
Established 
 

Voting members present: 
District 1 – Yadira Hobby 
District 2 – Lois Flint 
BoS – Mary Estrada  
BoS – Dan Presser 
BoS – John Gay, Vice-Chair 
BoS – Sid Williams, Chair 
 
 
Representing County Supervisor 
1st District Supervisor, Luis Alejo 
Representative from 1st District Supervisor’s 
Office, Javier Gomez 
 
 
In attendance:  
Representative from 1st District Supervisor’s 
Office, Jasmine Mejia Cortez 
Representative from Senator Laird’s office, Isabel 
Meza 
Representative from Senator Laird’s office, 
Marisa Hernandez 
Representative from Speaker of the Assembly 
Rivas’ office, Dominic Dursa 
Representative from Congresswoman Lofgren’s 
office, Jordan Montgomery 
Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison, 
Jack Murphy 
Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison, 
Adam Errahebi 

Pledge of Allegiance Led by Dan Presser   
Public Comment None 
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Report from the Chair:  
Chair Williams:  • Chair Williams explained potentially merging 

the Veterans Issues Advisory Committee with 
this Commission.  

 

Approval of the Minutes: 
Approval of the Minutes • November 13th 

• Motion by Vice Chair John Gay 
• Second by Yadira Hobby 

• Ayes, unanimous 
 

Committee Reports 
County of Monterey Veteran Initiatives, 

• Supervisor Alejo and Jack Murphy 
reported: 

• The Veterans Home Initiative is still a County of 
Monterey legislative priority.  

• Jack explained the various County of Monterey 
Veteran related initiatives: 

• Veterans Preference Policy: A draft of 
the policy has been submitted to HR for 
review.   

• Military Leave Policy: A draft of the 
policy has been submitted to HR for 
review.  

• Skillbridge and Military Spouse Hiring: 
Will be worked on in the future as we 
must collaborate with multiple County 
Departments.  

• Supervisor Alejo explained that he and Javier 
volunteered for Wreaths Across America at the 
Central Coast Veterans Cemetery. It was a 
beautiful event and there was a large volunteer 
turnout.  

• Supervisor Alejo explained that He, Supervisor 
Root Askew and Supervisor Daniels were sworn 
in yesterday. Supervisor Lopez is the new Chair 
of the Board of Supervisors.  

• The County passed Measure AA which was a tax 
increase measure for the unincorporated areas 
in the County. This should increase County 
funding in the future.  
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Veteran of the Year Report, 
• Adam Errahebi reported: 

• Veteran of the Year nominations are open on 
MVAO.org.  

• Dan Presser explained that we will be forming a 
subcommittee to discuss the venue.  

 

State Legislation Report 
• Dominic Dursa reported: 

• The Official Budget introduction will be coming 
this Friday from the Governor. The press is 
limited due to President Carter’s passing and the 
significant fires in Los Angeles.  

• Committee assignments have been made. Pilar 
Schiavo is heading up the Military and Veterans 
Affairs Committee.  

• The Speaker capped the number of bills that can 
be introduced in the Assembly this year to 35, 
down from 50. This allows greater focus on the 
bills that are introduced. The Senate also capped 
their bills to 35, down from 50.   

State Legislation Report 
• Marisa Hernandez reported: 

• Senator Laird is proud to represent all of 
Monterey County as well as parts of San Benito, 
Santa Cruz, and San Luis Obispo Counties.  

• The Legislative members are back in session and 
our office is looking for bill proposals. If you 
have any, please contact us.   

 

Federal Legislation Report 
• Taylor Davis reported: 

• Jordan from Congresswoman Lofgren’s Office 
apologized for having to leave early due to a 
conflict.  

• The 119th Congress just began. Committees have 
not been established yet.  

• If you have any legislative ideas or proposals, 
please let us know.  

• Two highlights from the most recent NDAA that 
was passed which includes full authorization of 
the Small Business Administration’s Boots to 
business program. The second one establishes a 
toll-free telephone hotline to speak to a live 
individual.   

 

Military and Veterans Affairs Report, 
• Jack Murphy reported: 

• Discussed a meeting with an East Garrison HOA 
member on a potential museum location. The 
Dunes is also looking for feedback for a Veteran 
Historical Trail.  
• Supervisor Alejo suggested coordinating 

efforts to increase the likelihood of success. 
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• Chair Williams expressed the community 
need to for a museum.   

• The Elizabeth Dole Act was passed increasing the 
cap for non-nursing home care and provides 
more benefits for family caregivers under the VA 
program. The Elizabeth Dole Act also increased 
several benefits for Veterans and Survivors, 
mainly healthcare, dental and education.  

• The Supreme Court decided on the Rudisill case 
extending the GI Bill to 48 months (from 36 
months) if the Veteran served for a minimum of 
two enlistment periods.  

• The VA authorized new presumptive cancers 
related to the Gulf War and Post 9/11 service 
locations.  

• MVAO had a meeting with Asm. Addis to discuss 
various Veteran and survivor related State 
legislation. We asked her to support or co-
sponsor a number of these bills. Mainly, AB 53 
which is a retiree and survivor tax benefit (AB 46 
last year) and SB 770.  

• The California Association of County Veteran 
Service Offices is seeking a subvention increase 
due to the increase in workload due to the PACT 
Act and various VA changes. 

• The Monterey Bay Defense Alliance is hosting its 
Breakfast where they will be releasing the 
Economic Impact Report.  

• The County is currently in a hiring freeze. All 
County offices are impacted.  

• The posting for the Military and Veterans 
Representative I/II closed last Friday.  

• We are having our second and final interview 
tomorrow for our Principal Office Assistant 
recruitment.  

• Jack explained MVAO’s data report, see 
attached: 

 

Central Coast Veteran Cemetery Update, 
• Adam Errahebi reported: 

• The Highway 1 North and South Cemetery sign is 
looking to be crafted and scheduled to be 
installed soon.  

 
VA Clinic Report, 

• Christina Torres reported: 
• The VA is moving to ID.me or login.gov for its 

online services. This change will go into effect on 
January 31st. There will be additional staff on site 
to assist Veterans in need of help.   
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• The VA will be open tomorrow even though it is 
a Federal Holiday for President Carter’s Passing.  

 
New Business: 

 Chair Williams • Opened nominations for Chair for the ensuing 
year, 2025 
• Mary Estrada nominates Sid Williams 
• Second by John Gay  
• No other nominates are received  

 Roll Call Vote: 
• Unanimous Ayes – Sid Williams is elected 

Chair for 2025 
  

Chair Williams • Opened nominations for Vice-chair for the 
ensuing year, 2025 
• Yadira Hobby nominates John Gay 
• Second by Lois Flint 
• No other nominates are received 

 Roll Call Vote: 
• Unanimous Ayes – John Gay is elected Vice-

chair for 2025 
 

Chair Williams • Closed elections. 

Chair Williams • Proposed moving meetings to a monthly 
schedule to anticipate the sunsetting of the 
Veterans Issues Advisory Committee.  
• Motion by Lois Flint 
• Second by Vice Chair John Gay 
• Ayes, unanimous 

Chair Williams • Proposed moving meetings to a 2:00pm start 
time.  
• Motion by Lois Flint 
• Second by Vice Chair John Gay 
• Ayes, unanimous 

Chair Williams • Creation of a Sub-committee to explore the 
Veterans Trail and Museum.  
• Lois Flint and Yadira Hobby were assigned.  
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Items from Members 
• Lois Flint reported: 

• I attended the Wreaths Across America event in 
King City and it was beautiful. I encourage 
everyone to volunteer if they can next year. 

• The Blue Star Mothers of Monterey County will 
be sending 100 care packages to deployed 
servicemembers in April. We will be hosting a 
fundraiser on January 20th from 4:00pm to 
9:00pm at the Habit Burger on North Main in 
Salinas.  

• Dan Presser reported: • The Central Coast Cemetery Foundation is 
working on repairing and correcting any 
misspelled plaques on the Appreciation Wall.  

• Mary Estrada reported: • There is a flyer for the memorial service of the 
four Chaplains from the USS Dorchester. The 
ship was hit by a torpedo in the Atlantic in 1942 
and the Chaplains stayed aboard doing their 
duty. They ultimately passed. The event is on 
Saturday February 1st at noon at Mission San 
Juan Bautista.  

 
Adjournment: Vice Chair John Gay 
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