Monterey County

MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMISSION

Sid Williams, Chairperson
2620 1st Ave

MARINA, CA 93933

TEL: (831)647-7613

FAX: (831)647-7618

Meeting: 11/13/2024
Call Meeting to Order: Chair Williams

Roll Call by Chair Sid William, Quorum
Established

Voting members present:
District 1 — Yadira Hobby
District 5 — Phil Butler

BoS — Louise Goetzelt

BoS — Mary Estrada

BoS — Dan Presser

BoS — John Gay, Vice-Chair
BoS — Sid Williams, Chair

Representing County Supervisor
Representative from 1% District Supervisor’s
Office, Javier Gomez

In attendance:

Representative from 1% District Supervisor’s
Office, Jasmine Mejia Cortez

Representative from Senator Laird’s office, Isabel
Meza

Representative from Congressman Panetta’s
office, Taylor Davis

Representative from Congresswoman Lofgren’s
office, Jordan Montgomery

Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison,
Jack Murphy

Pledge of Allegiance

Led by Louise Goetzelt

Public Comment

None

Report from the Chair:

Chair Williams:

e This is the last meeting of the year. We need
to think about officer elections for our
January meeting.

e Chair Williams explained potentially merging
the Veterans Issues Advisory Committee with
this Commission.
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Approval of the Minutes:

Approval of the Minutes

July 10" and September 11,

e Motion by Sid Williams

e Second by Louise Goetzelt
Ayes, unanimous

Committee Reports

County of Monterey Veteran Initiatives,
e Supervisor Alejo and Jack Murphy
reported:

The Veterans Home Initiative is still a County of
Monterey legislative priority.

Jack explained the various County of Monterey
Veteran related initiatives:

e Veterans Preference Policy: A survey is
being sent out this Tuesday to count the
number of Veterans who are employed
by the County. This survey should give
us an accurate count of Veteran
employees. Updating the County’s
Veteran Preference Policy to increase
Veteran recruitment and retention.

e Military Leave Policy: Updating the
Military Leave Policy to include
provisions to accommodate training
time for those employees working non-
standard hours.

o Skillbridge and Military Spouse Hiring:
Will be worked on in the future as we
must collaborate with multiple County
Departments.

e Operation Greenlight: Just took place
with three County Facilities lighting up
flagpoles and perimeter lighting green
for the week of Veterans Day.

Javier Gomez Stated his gratitude on behalf of
Supervisor Alejo for the Veteran Community
and Operation Greenlight.

Supervisor Alejo honored several Veterans and
Veteran serving entities during the previous
Board of Supervisors meeting.

Several legislators are looking to introduce
something similar to AB 46 to provide Military
Retirees and Survivors some form of tax relief.
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Veteran of the Year Report,
e Dan Presser reported:

Overall the event went well. There are some
things we can work on next year.

State Legislation Report

e Dominic Dursa reported:

We are still in the recess period. The Legislature
reconvenes on December 3,

The Governor will be calling a special session
meeting.

State Legislation Report
e Isabel Meza reported:

Senator Laird expresses his appreciation for
speaking at the Veterans Day Event.

Senator Laird will be taking new meetings soon
for the new portion of his district (Southern
Monterey County).

Federal Legislation Report
e Taylor Davis reported:

Congressman Panetta co-signed HR 5530 which
is the VA Emergency Transportation Access Act.
It will ensure continued access to emergency
care and will consult VSOs with potential rate
changes for emergency care.

The Rural Veterans Transportation and Care act
would expand the VA’s HRTG program.

The Education Flexibility for Veteran Parents Act
which would provide full housing benefits to Gl
Bill recipients regardless of their remote or in-
person class status.

The Guard VA Benefits Act which would
reinstate criminal penalties for unaccredited
claim representatives who break the law by
charging unauthorized fees for filing Veteran’'s
Claims.

Expedite Disability Claims for Veterans Impacted
by Natural Disasters Act.

House Resolution 8340 Housing Unhoused
Disabled Veterans Act. If approved would
exclude VA Disability Compensation from
income determination towards Section 8
Housing Vouchers. Representative Panetta and
Lofgren have signed on as Co-signers.

Federal Legislation Report

e Jordan Montgomery reported:

HR 8340 which is the Housing Unhoused and
Disabled Veterans Act is still in Committee.

Military and Veterans Affairs Report,

e Jack Murphy reported:

The Veteran community is looking for a state
representative to support something similar to
AB 46.

11/13/24
Pg.3




The California Association of County Veteran
Service Officers will be looking to ask for a
subvention increase in the future.

The County is currently in a hiring freeze. All
County offices are impacted.

Guadalupe Javier Diaz was promoted from Vet
Rep Il to Vet Rep Il

We will be starting the Principal Office Assistant
recruitment soon.

Jack was elected as the Second Vice President
for the California Association of County Veteran
Service Officers.

| along with the Veteran Transition Center’s
Senior Staff had a meeting with a motel owner
in Salinas as a potential site for additional At-
Risk Veteran Housing in the local area.

The Project Director for the Dunes is looking for
Veteran input for a historical trail along the new
development.

The Military and Veterans Affairs Office will be
closed 11/28/2024 - 11/29/2024 and
12/24/2024 — 01/01/2024 for the Holidays.

Jack explained MVAQ'’s data report, see
attached:

Central Coast Veteran Cemetery Update,
e Fernando Pimentel reported:

Thanked everyone who attended the Veterans
Day Event.

VA Clinic Report,
e Kintina Edouard reported:

The Flu and COVID clinic open for walk-ins
Monday through Friday 9:00am to 1:00pm and
1:00pm to 3:00pm.

There will be a new online platform for Veterans
to access their online records. There will be
more to follow once we have follow-up
meetings.

Items from Members
e Louise Goetzelt reported:

Shane Walan and | have been identified to
potentially dissolve the VIAC.

Del Rey Oaks is strongly considering adding
Veterans to the special needs criteria for the
Housing Element.

MOAA will be sending a letter to the California
Health Department in reference to SB 770 to
remind them of those that have Federal
Healthcare options.
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e John Gay reported:

The event at the cemetery was outstanding.

e Phillip Butler reported:

Thanked the Commission and stated this would
be his last meeting as the district 5
representative.

Adjournment: Chair Williams
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MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE
<\ MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT

October 2024

Outreach Events | ‘_ T:T 621 372
296 ' Vet Rep

Phone Calls Appointments
New Contacts

443 Claims Actions =

249 Unique Veterans

141 VA Disability Awards

New Disability Compensation Awards

wx BEN‘E-FHE

~ Customer Satisfaction Survey

92% Very Satisfied!

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613
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