Monterey County

MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMISSION

Sid Williams, Chairperson
2620 1st Ave

MARINA, CA 93933

TEL: (831)647-7613

FAX: (831)647-7618

Meeting: 9/11/2024
Call Meeting to Order: Chair Williams

Roll Call by Chair Sid William, Quorum
Established

Voting members present:
District 1 — Yadira Hobby
District 3 — Mark Hartunian
District 4 — Gary Kreeger
District 5 — Phil Butler

BoS — Louise Goetzelt

BoS — Mary Estrada

BoS — Bennie Cooper

BoS — Dan Presser

BoS — Sid Williams, Chair

Representing County Supervisor
Representative from 1% District Supervisor’s
Office, Javier Gomez

In attendance:

Representative from 1% District Supervisor’s
Office, Jasmine Mejia Cortez

Representative from Senator Laird’s office, Isabel
Meza

Representative from Congressman Panetta’s
office, Taylor Davis

Representative from Congresswoman Lofgren’s
office, Jordan Montgomery

Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison,
Jack Murphy

Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison,
Adam Errahebi

Pledge of Allegiance

Led by Mark Hartunian

Public Comment

None

Report from the Chair:

Chair Williams:

e The Sam Farr and Jack Stewart award
nominations are due to the United Veterans
Council on September 24", If you know of a
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non-Veteran or business worthy of a
nomination, please submit them.

Committee Reports

County of Monterey Veteran Initiatives,
e Supervisor Alejo and Jack Murphy
reported:

The Military and Veterans Affairs Office has put
out a Veteran Employee Survey. We currently
have 38% of the entire County workforce
accounted for. 8% of those are Veterans.

We are trying to work with HR to use County
work and wellness hours (time off) for Veteran
employees to obtain services through our office.
Jack explained the various County of Monterey
Veteran related initiatives:

Veterans Preference Policy: A survey is
being sent out this Tuesday to count the
number of Veterans who are employed
by the County. This survey should give
us an accurate count of Veteran
employees. Updating the County’s
Veteran Preference Policy to increase
Veteran recruitment and retention.
Military Leave Policy: Updating the
Military Leave Policy to include
provisions to accommodate training
time for those employees working non-
standard hours.

Several legislators are looking to
introduce something similar to AB 46 to
provide Military Retirees and Survivors
some form of tax relief.

Supervisor Alejo explained that the legislative
session will begin in January and now is a good
time to start the discussion on legislative ideas
with our local delegates.

Veteran of the Year Program Report,
e Vice-chair John Gay reported:

No update at this time.

State Legislation Report
e Jack Murphy reported:

Several legislators are looking to introduce
something similar to AB 46 to provide Military
Retirees and Survivors some form of tax relief.
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State Legislation Report
e Dominic Dursa reported:

There is a 30-day window to advocate for Bills
and Legislature to the Governor’s Office.
There is a special session coming up next week
to discuss energy prices.

State Legislation Report
e Isabel Meza reported:

SB 1097 was signed into law which enhances
inclusivity in the California Military and Veterans
Code.

Federal Legislation Report
e Taylor Davis reported:

Congressman Panetta co-signed HR 5530 which
is the VA Emergency Transportation Access Act.
It will ensure continued access to emergency
care and will consult VSOs with potential rate
changes for emergency care.

House Resolution 8340 Housing Unhoused
Disabled Veterans Act. If approved would
exclude VA Disability Compensation from
income determination towards Section 8
Housing Vouchers. Representative Panetta and
Lofgren have signed on as Co-signers.

Federal Legislation Report

e Jordan Montgomery reported:

HR 8340 which is the Housing Unhoused and
Disabled Veterans Act is still in Committee.

Military and Veterans Affairs Report,
e Jack Murphy reported:

We have a current posting for a Military and
Veterans Representative Il that closes
tomorrow.

Michael McFadden, our Principal Office
Assistant will be retiring on November 1%, We
will look to backfill that position immediately.
This past month we attended many outreach
events.

The California Association of County Veteran
Service Officers will be asking CAL VET to
increase subvention funding due to the
increased workload of the PACT Act.

The County is holding a Hiring Event at Hartnell
College on October 9t at Steinbeck Hall.

The Veteran of the Year Dinner will be on
November 1° at the Monterey County
Fairgrounds.

Jack explained MVAQ's Fiscal Year data report,
see attached:

Jack explained the County Budget and Hiring
climate.
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Central Coast Veteran Cemetery Update,

None received.

VA Clinic Report,
e Christina Torres reported:

The Flu clinic open for walk-ins Monday through
Friday 9:00am to 1:00pm and 1:00pm to
3:00pm.

The VA should have the latest COVID vaccine
available on Friday. You must schedule an
appointment for the COVID vaccine.

Items from Members
e Louise Goetzelt reported:

The latest edition of Army Echoes (Retired Army
Newsletter) details how you can make the
update to your DFAS and VA accounts to have
two addresses if needed, one for general mail
and one for medication.

Adjournment: Chair Williams
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MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE

MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT

May-June 2024

Outreach Events 1,0 58 | 793 QWEEE%ESS
531

New Contacts Phone Calls Vet Rep Appointments

61 College
fTuition Waivers

$414,195

New Disability Compensation Awards

$1,235,167

Retroactive Payments

$240,806 4

Customer Satisfaction Survey
100% Satisfied or Better!

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613
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