Monterey County

MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMISSION

Sid Williams, Chairperson
2620 1st Ave

MARINA, CA 93933

TEL: (831)647-7613

FAX: (831)647-7618

Meeting: 7/10/2024
Call Meeting to Order: Chair Williams

Roll Call by Chair Sid William, Quorum
Established

Voting members present:
District 1 — Yadira Hobby
District 2 — Lois Flint
District 3 — Mark Hartunian
District 4 — Gary Kreeger
BoS — Louise Goetzelt

BoS — Bennie Cooper

BoS — Dan Presser

BoS — John Gay, Vice-chair
BoS — Sid Williams, Chair

Representing County Supervisor
Representative from 1% District Supervisor’s
Office, Javier Gomez

In attendance:

Representative from 1% District Supervisor’s
Office, Jasmine Mejia Cortez

Representative from Senator Laird’s office, Isabel
Meza

Representative from Congressman Panetta’s
office, Emmanuel Garcia

Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison,
Jack Murphy

Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison,
Adam Errahebi

Pledge of Allegiance

Led by Yadira Hobby

Public Comment

None
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Report from the Chair:

Chair Williams: e If you are giving a report or update today,
please keep it brief. We are voting for the
Veteran of the Year today and will need the
time.

e Chair Williams congratulated Jack Murphy on
his promotion to the Veteran Services
Officer.

Approval of the Minutes:
Approval of the Minutes e May8™,

e Motion by Lois Flint

e Second by Mark Hartunian
e Ayes, unanimous

Committee Reports

County of Monterey Veteran Initiatives, e The Military and Veterans Affairs Office has put
e Supervisor Alejo and Jack Murphy out a Veteran Employee Survey. We currently
reported: have 38% of the entire County workforce

accounted for. 8% of those are Veterans. This
data will help us shape the future Veteran
Initiatives.

e Jack explained the various County of Monterey
Veteran related initiatives:

e Veterans Preference Policy: A survey is
being sent out this Tuesday to count the
number of Veterans who are employed
by the County. This survey should give
us an accurate count of Veteran
employees. Updating the County’s
Veteran Preference Policy to increase
Veteran recruitment and retention.

e Military Leave Policy: Updating the
Military Leave Policy to include
provisions to accommodate training
time for those employees working non-
standard hours.

Veteran of the Year Program Report, e No update at this time.
e Vice-chair John Gay reported:
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State Legislation Report

None received.

Federal Legislation Report
e Jack Murphy reported:

House Resolution 8340 Housing Unhoused
Disabled Veterans Act. If approved would
exclude VA Disability Compensation from
income determination towards Section 8
Housing Vouchers. Representative Panetta and
Lofgren have signed on as Co-signers.

Federal Legislation Report
e Emmanuel Garcia reported:

Representative Panetta is working on:

e The Dental Care for Veterans Act. This
bill would expand dental services to any
Veteran enrolled in VA healthcare.

e The Simplifying Forms for Veterans Act
which would simplify VA and other
Federal Forms for Veterans.

e Authorizing $25 Million Dollars for the
Private First Class Joseph P. Dwyer Peer
Support Program Act. This would make
funds available for non-profits who
provide mental health services for
Veterans.

e Streamlining the Veterans hiring process
for Department of Homeland Security
and Border Patrol.

e Recognition for Dust Off Crews who
served in Vietnam.

e For any follow ups you can reach me at
(831) 242-1631

Military and Veterans Affairs Report,
e Jack Murphy reported:

Jack explained MVAQ'’s Fiscal Year data report,
see attached:
Thanked the Commission for their support.

Central Coast Veteran Cemetery Update,
e Fernando Pimentel reported:

We received equipment and plants (bushes,
small trees and shrubs). We are looking to have
them in place soon.

The Appreciation Wall is almost finished.

VA Clinic Report,
e Chair Williams reported:

The Gourley Clinic will be hosting a PACT Act
Open house on August 24" from 9:00am to
3:00pm. This is to target those who are eligible
for benefits under the PACT Act.
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New Business:

Veteran of the Year Selection,
Chair Williams reported:

Provided the instructions for the voting process.
The following nominations were selected:

District 1: John Pinedo
District 1: John Murray
District 2: Sherman Twisselman
District 2: Mike Cabael
District 3: Art Perez
District 3: Daniel Ferguson
District 4: Robert Kramer
District 4: Rick Johnson
District 5: James Cullem
District 5: Mary Hostetler
At Large: William Breen
At Large: Paul Sullivan

Adjournment: Chair Williams
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MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE

MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT

May-June 2024

Outreach Events 1,0 58 | 793 QWEEE%ESS
531

New Contacts Phone Calls Vet Rep Appointments

61 College
fTuition Waivers

$414,195

New Disability Compensation Awards

$1,235,167

Retroactive Payments

$240,806 4

Customer Satisfaction Survey
100% Satisfied or Better!

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613
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