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Monterey County       
MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Sid Williams, Chairperson 
2620 1st Ave             
MARINA, CA 93933 
TEL: (831) 647-7613 
FAX: (831) 647-7618 
 

Meeting: 5/8/2024 
Call Meeting to Order: Chair Williams  

Roll Call by Chair Sid William, Quorum 
Established 
 

Voting members present: 
District 1 – Yadira Hobby 
District 2 – Lois Flint 
District 3 – Mark Hartunian 
District 4 – Gary Kreeger 
BoS – Louise Goetzelt 
BoS – Dan Presser 
BoS – John Gay, Vice-chair 
BoS – Sid Williams, Chair 
 
 
Representing County Supervisor 
1st District Supervisor, Luis Alejo 
 
In attendance:  
Representative from 1st District Supervisor’s 
Office, Javier Gomez 
Representative from 1st District Supervisor’s 
Office, Jasmine Mejia Cortez 
Representative from Senator Laird’s office, Isabel 
Meza 
Representative from Assemblymember Rivas’ 
office, Dominic Dursa 
Representative from Congressman Panetta’s 
office, Taylor Davis 
Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison, 
Jack Murphy 
Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison, 
Adam Errahebi 

Pledge of Allegiance Led by Yadira Hobby  
Public Comment None 
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Report from the Chair: 
Chair Williams:  • The Veteran of the Year Banquet is scheduled 

for November 1st at the Monterey County 
Fairgrounds. Tickets are $65.  

• Please submit your Veteran of the Year 
nominations to MVAO.org. Nominations are 
due June 28th.  

• Please submit your Jack Stewart and Sam Farr 
Award nominations are due to the United 
Veterans Council by the end of September. 

• Lois Flint question:  
 Can Veterans be 

renominated if they did not 
win?  

 Adam Errahebi responded: 
Yes, you may resubmit 
nominations.  

 

Approval of the Minutes: 
Approval of the Minutes •  March 13th, 

• Motion by Dan Presser 
• Second by Louise Goetzelt 

• Ayes, unanimous 
 

Committee Reports 
County of Monterey Veteran Initiatives, 

• Supervisor Alejo and Jack Murphy 
reported: 

• Supervisor Alejo explained:  
• Veterans Home: that the Central Coast 

Veterans home is still a legislative 
priority for the County and is a topic 
that must continue to be brought 
forward to our local Legislators.  

• State Budget: He also explained the 
general State budget climate and 
upcoming budget revise.  

• County Hiring Process: The County is 
trying to revise its hiring process to 
recruit and fill positions faster.  

• Jack explained the various County of Monterey 
Veteran related initiatives: 

• Veterans Home: On April 1st I met with 
Senator Laird in reference to the 
Veterans Home. Senator Laird has had 
numerous meetings with Secretary Sin 
and Undersecretary Boylan. The 
consensus within CALVET is before they 
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consider expansion, they must use their 
allocated funds to hire staff to fill 
Vacancies and likely expand beds in 
their current Vet Homes. We have met 
with the City Planner from the City of 
Marina in reference to their General 
Plan. We advocated for a plot of land to 
be zoned for a Veterans Home. We have 
also contacted a representative from 
the CHOMP Restoration Association to 
discuss repurposing the old CHOMP 
Hospital in Carmel as a potential Vet 
Home location.  

• Veterans Preference Policy: A survey is 
being sent out this Tuesday to count the 
number of Veterans who are employed 
by the County. This survey should give 
us an accurate count of Veteran 
employees. Updating the County’s 
Veteran Preference Policy to increase 
Veteran recruitment and retention.  

• Department of Defense Skill Bridge 
Program: The DoD Skill Bridge program 
allows active servicemembers to 
complete a paid internship in a specific 
department for the last 180 days of 
their service within an accepted agency. 
The County of Monterey Human 
Resources Department has made it a 
priority to bring the DoD Skill Bridge 
Program to the County.  

• Military Spouse Hiring Program: The 
County of Monterey is looking to 
implement a Military Spouse Hiring 
Program to fast track the hiring of 
military spouses for the duration of 
their sponsor’s orders.  

• Military Leave Policy: Updating the 
Military Leave Policy to include 
provisions to accommodate training 
time for those employees working non-
standard hours.  

• Operation Green Light: Changing the 
outer facing lights on County buildings 
to green in support of Veterans during 
the week of Veteran’s Day. We have 
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identified a few County buildings to 
take part in this initiative.  

• Stand Down: There has been 
preliminary discussions of having a one 
day Veterans Stand Down this fall.  

• Supervisor Alejo Question: Does the 
Commission or Military and Veterans Affairs 
Office require anything needing a budget ask?  

• Jack Murphy responded that the 
Military and Veterans Affairs Office is 
fully funded for this upcoming year. We 
are looking to do a Stand Down and we 
have working out the funded internally 
with the Department of Social Services. 
We hope to turn the main conference 
room into a Zoom Room to better 
facilitate Commission and Committee 
meetings.  

 

Approval of Request Letter 
• Chair Williams 

• Vote to authorize the Chair of the Military and 
Veterans Affairs Advisory Commission to author 
a letter to the Board of Supervisors requesting 
Zoom Upgrades to the Commission meeting 
place, the Military and Veterans Affairs Office 
Conference Room, 

• Motion by Louise Goetzelt 
• Second by Lois Flint 

• Ayes, unanimous 
 

Veteran of the Year Program Report, 
• Vice-chair John Gay reported: 

• Veteran of the Year nominations are due at the 
end of July.  

• Dan Presser Comment: We have chosen the 
Monterey County Fairgrounds as the location for 
this year’s Veteran of the Year Award Dinner.   

 

State Legislation Report 
• Isabel Meza reported: 

 
  

• Governor Newsom will release the revised State 
Budge on Friday. We will have a better 
understanding of the budget after that. SB 1124 
has been referred to the Appropriations 
Committee. Please continue to provide your 
support and concerns to Sen. Caballero’s Office 
as she chairs the Appropriations Committee.   

State Legislation Report 
• Dominic Dursa 

 

• You can watch the May Budget Revise live on 
YouTube.  
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• If you are interested in any legislation that you 
are hoping to move forward. The House of 
Origin deadline is on May 24th. Please submit 
your support to the appropriate committees and 
members.  

State Legislation Report 
• Jack Murphy reported: 

 

• Explained the progress of SB 911, the tax benefit 
for Survivor Benefit Plan recipients.   

 

 

Federal Legislation Report 
• Taylor Davis reported: 

• The House Armed Services Committee has the 
National Defense Authorization Act markup in 
two weeks. Representative Panetta’s priorities 
are: 

•  the Naval Innovation Center 
• Improving Military Personnel Education 

Opportunities for the Naval 
Postgraduate School, Defense Language 
Institute, and public/private institutions 

• Addressing Military hunger 
• Oversight of Military Housing 
• Advancing basic pay 
• Basic allowance for subsistence  
• Military Spouse employment 

opportunities  
• If you have legislative priorities or questions, 

please contact our office.   
Federal Legislation Report 

• Jack Murphy reported: 
• Our office has been in constant communication 

with Rep. Panetta’s Office over various issues 
like: VA Clinic Pharmacy, VA Community Living 
Center bed availability and expansion.  

 

Military and Veterans Affairs Report, 
• Jack Murphy reported: 

• Doug Chandler is retiring effective May 31st.  
• The Veteran Service Officer Position is still in 

open recruitment.  
• DLI Language Day is on Friday May 17th at the 

Presidio of Monterey.  
• Memorial Day Ceremonies:  
Monterey County 

• Presidio of Monterey / DLI Memorial Day 
Ceremony- CA Central Coast Veterans 
Cemetery, Seaside- Thursday, 23 May 
8:00am 
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• Castroville Avenue of Flags Ceremony- 
Castroville Public Cemetery- Monday, May 
27 10:00am-12:00pm 

• Navy Auxiliary / Monterey Coast Guard 
Wreath Laying- Monterey Coast Guard Pier, 
Monterey - Monday, 27 May 10:30am 

• CA Central Coast Veterans Cemetery 
Memorial Ceremony, Seaside- Monday, 27 
May 11:00am 

• Vietnam Veterans Memorial Observance – 
Salinas Vietnam Veterans Memorial – 
Monday, 27 May 11:00am 
 

San Benito County 
• Independent Order of Oddfellows (IOOF) 

Flag Ceremony- IOOF Cemetery, Hollister, 
Monday, 27 May 9:00am 

• Calvary Cemetery Flag Ceremony- Hollister, 
Monday, 27 May 10:00am 

• Memorial Day Ceremony- Veterans 
Memorial Building, Hollister- Monday, 27 
May 11:00am 

• Jack explained MVAO’s annual data report, see 
attached:  

 

Central Coast Veteran Cemetery Update, 
• Fernando Pimentel reported: 

• The Appreciation Wall is currently being 
constructed.  

• We will be planning the Memorial Day Service 
soon.  

• The Highway 1 N/S Sign is slated to be built.   
• The Staff Services Analyst Position posting has 

been extended for 10-days.  
 

VA Clinic Report, 
• Chair Williams reported: 

• The clinic is looking for volunteers. You can 
apply at the business office.   

  
 Lois Flint • I have been asked to speak at the Moss Landing 

Memorial Day Event  
• American Legion Post 593 was adopted by Home 

Depot to repaint and complete minor work for 
the Senior Center near the Post and the Post 
itself. We will be looking to make the bathrooms 
ADA compliant. They are making great progress. 

 Louise Goetzelt • The Military Officers Association 
Representatives met with Representative 
Lofgren. We brought to her attention issues on 
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Federal and State legislation as well as Veteran 
issues.  

• The Retiree Appreciation Day is scheduled for 
July 13th. The Department of the Army 
Retirement Services Office, Representative Lynn 
Peterson will be in attendance. The Council has 
invited local recruiters and JROTC to the event 
to mingle.   

 Dan Presser  • There is a support email circulating to support 
SB 1124. It is a quick and easy process to fill it 
out and send to your legislators.  

 Yadira Hobby • The Salinas Hometown Hero Banners have just 
put up our most current installation this week. 
We have a total of 370 Active Duty or Veteran 
banners up. We are holding a ceremony this 
Saturday at 11:00am at the Salinas Arch. We 
would love to see this program expand County 
wide.  

Adjournment: Chair Williams 
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