Monterey County

MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMISSION

Sid Williams, Chairperson
2620 1st Ave

MARINA, CA 93933

TEL: (831)647-7613

FAX: (831)647-7618

Meeting: 3/13/2024
Call Meeting to Order: Chair Williams

Roll Call by Chair Sid William, Quorum
Established

Voting members present:
District 1 — Yadira Hobby
District 2 — Lois Flint
District 4 — Gary Kreeger
BoS — Louise Goetzelt

BoS — Mary Estrada

BoS — Dan Presser

BoS — John Gay, Vice-chair
BoS — Sid Williams, Chair

Representing County Supervisor
15 District Supervisor, Luis Alejo

In attendance:

Representative from 1% District Supervisor’s
Office, Javier Gomez

Representative from 1% District Supervisor’s
Office, Jasmine Mejia Cortez

Representative from Senator Laird’s office, Isabel
Meza

Representative from Assemblymember Rivas’
office, Dominic Dursa

Representative from Assemblymember Addis’
office, Alexis Arrazola

Representative from Congressman Panetta’s
office, Taylor Davis

Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison,
Jack Murphy

Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison,
Adam Errahebi

Pledge of Allegiance

Led by Louise Goetzelt

Public Comment

None

Report from the Chair:
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Chair Williams:

Welcomed Yadira Hobby as the new District 1
Commissioner.

Thanked the previous District 1
Commissioner Sam Daniels for his years of
service.

Approval of the Minutes:

Approval of the Minutes

January 10™,

Ayes, unanimous

Motion by Louise Goetzelt
Second by Vice-chair John Gay

Committee Reports

County of Monterey Veteran Initiatives,
e Jack Murphy:

Jack explained the various County of Monterey
Veteran related initiatives.

Veterans Home: The Central Coast
Veterans Home initiative is still a County
of Monterey legislative priority. We are
still meeting with our local elected
officials to find a sponsor for future
legislation. We have met with the City
Planner from the City of Marina in
reference to their General Plan. We
advocated for a plot of land to be zoned
for a Veterans Home. We have also
made contact with a representative
from the CHOMP Restoration
Association to discuss repurposing the
old CHOMP Hospital in Carmel as a
potential Vet Home location.
Department of Defense Skill Bridge
Program: The DoD Skill Bridge program
allows active servicemembers to
complete a paid internship in a specific
department for the last 180 days of
their service within an accepted agency.
The County of Monterey Human
Resources Department has made it a
priority to bring the DoD Skill Bridge
Program to the County.

Military Spouse Hiring Program: The
County of Monterey is looking to
implement a Military Spouse Hiring
Program to fast track the hiring of
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military spouses for the duration of
their sponsor’s orders.

e Military Leave Policy: Updating the
Military Leave Policy to include
provisions to accommodate training
time for those employees working non-
standard hours.

e Veterans Preference Policy: Updating
the County’s Veteran Preference Policy
to increase Veteran recruitment and
retention.

e Operation Green Light: Changing the
outer facing lights on County buildings
to green in support of Veterans during
the week of Veteran’s Day.

e Javier Gomez Question: Is the Military and
Veterans Affairs Office looking to have a
Homeless Veteran Stand-Down this year?

e Chair Williams responded that there is a
non-profit starting up to “revamp” the
Stand-Down for the future. They are
working on fundraising for a potential
Fall Stand-Down. He also explained the
start up costs associated with hosting a

Stand-Down.
Veteran of the Year Program Report, e Nothing to add. Start looking for next year’s
e Vice-chair John Gay reported: potential submissions.

e Dan Presser Comment: We are also looking for a
new venue for the Veteran of the Year dinner.
There will be more to follow.

State Legislation Report e This month is Women’s History Month. Senator
e Isabel Meza reported: Laird was happy to visit his 2022 woman of the
year Mary Cortani who is the founder of the
non-profit Freedom Paws which matches
Veterans with shelter dogs to train them to be a

service pair.
State Legislation Report e Asm. Addis is back in Sacramento.
e Alexis Arrazola e Asm. Addis wrote letters to the CPUC and the

Central Coast Caucus urging the rejection of the
proposed rate increase that would affect the
residents in District 30 and to preserve funding
for climate change respectively.

e She will also author 18 Bills to be rolled out.
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State Legislation Report
e Dominic Dursa

Described the current budget outlook. If you are
looking to advocate for specific programs and
funding, ensure you relay your comments and
concerns to the budget
committee/representatives.

State Legislation Report
e Jack Murphy reported:

Explained the progress of SB 911, the tax benefit
for Survivor Benefit Plan recipients.

Explained SB 1124 to outlaw deceptive
practices/protect servicemembers and Veterans
from claims agents who charge a fee for
submitting a VA Claim.

Explained Prop 1, the State Mental Health
proposition. If passed will provide $1 Billion for
at-risk and homeless Veterans.

Federal Legislation Report
e Taylor Davis reported:

Explained Rep. Panetta sponsored. HR 741,
Contract our Veterans Act which would increase
to contracts with Veteran owned businesses. It
was referred to the House Committee on Armed
Services.

Federal Legislation Report
e Jack Murphy reported:

Explained the most recent expansion to the
PACT Act. The PACT Act was expanded to allow
most war-time and toxic substance exposed
Veteran access to healthcare prior to filing a VA
Claim.

Military and Veterans Affairs Report,
e Jack Murphy reported:

Jack explained MVAQ’s annual data report, see
attached:

Our newest Office Assistant Il, Veronica is
starting next week.

Doug Chandler is retiring effective July 1°.
Thanked the Commission for the support on the
CAL VET Prop 63 Mental Health grant.

The Presidio of Monterey Commander, Change
of Command is on June 18" at 10:00am.

MVADO is temporarily closing the Marina Clinic
Office until we can backfill Doug’s position, once
he retires. As a result, we will be increasing
walk-ins at our main office to Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday.

MVAO is looking to expand South County
outreach.
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Central Coast Veteran Cemetery Update,
e Fernando Pimentel reported:

The Appreciation Wall is currently being
constructed.

We will be planning the Memorial Day Service
soon.

The Highway 1 N/S Sign is slated to be built.
The Staff Services Analyst Position posting has
been extended for 10-days.

VA Clinic Report,
e Chair Williams reported:

COVID and RSV vaccinations are available at the
clinic on a walk-in basis.

The clinic is looking for volunteers.

Jack Murphy comment:

e The Gourley clinic set up a new mental
health treatment clinic using Repetitive
Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation
(RTMS). There are only two locations in
the Palo Alto Healthcare System and
Gourley is one of them.

Louise Goetzelt

The Retiree Appreciation Day is scheduled for
July 20™" (since rescheduled to July 13%"). The
guest speaker will be Sheriff Tina Nieto.
Headquarters Department of the Army
Retirement Services Officer, Mark Overberg is
retiring on July 31°,

MOAA is offering Scholarships to High School
seniors in Monterey and Santa Cruz Counties.
They must be in the JROTC, Child of Active-Duty
Military or the Grandchild of a Veteran.

We are also having issues connecting with High
School Councilors to spread the word about our
scholarship program.

Dan Presser

Post 41’s ceiling work is almost completed.

Mary Estrada

The Marina Foundation recently sponsored
three Cadets from Marina High School to attend
the Summer Encampment Program at Fort
Hunter Liggett.

Yadira Hobby

Thanked everyone and is eager to collaborate on
the Commission.

Lois Flint

American Legion Post 593 was adopted by Home
Depot to repaint and complete minor work for
the Senior Center near the Post and the Post
itself. We will be looking to make the bathrooms
ADA compliant.

American Legion Post 591 should be opening by
May.
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Adjournment: Chair Williams
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MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE
P Monterey County Activity Report
January — December 2023

Outreach Events

114
ewcntns | 7,795 4,356

Phone Calls Vet Rep Appointments

3,023 Unique Veterans

College Fee
Waivers Granted

1,203 compensation 1- $1-97 million

Disability Compensation Awards

$5,635,215

Total Retroactive Payments

$5,833,539

Recurring Monthly Payments

5 ,985 Claims Actions

7 VA Disag iy W
PAY :

Customer Satisfaction Survey

90% Very Satisfied!

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613
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MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE
~ Monterey County Activity Report
January — December 2023

Retroactive Payments by Month,/Year
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