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Monterey County       
MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Sid Williams, Chairperson 
2620 1st Ave             
MARINA, CA 93933 
TEL: (831) 647-7613 
FAX: (831) 647-7618 
 

Meeting: 1/10/2024 
Call Meeting to Order: Chair Williams  

Roll Call by Chair Sid William, Quorum 
Established 
 

Voting members present: 
District 3 – Mark Hartunian 
District 4 – Gary Kreeger 
District 5 – Phillip Butler 
BoS – Louise Goetzelt 
BoS – Mary Estrada 
BoS – Dan Presser 
BoS – John Gay, Vice-chair 
BoS – Sid Williams, Chair 
 
 
Representing County Supervisor 
1st District Supervisor, Luis Alejo 
 
In attendance:  
Representative from 1st District Supervisor’s 
Office, Javier Gomez 
Representative from Senator Laird’s office, Isabel 
Meza 
Representative from Assemblymember Rivas’ 
office, Dominic Dursa 
Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison, 
Jack Murphy 
Military and Veterans Affairs Office, Staff Liaison, 
Adam Errahebi 

Pledge of Allegiance Led by Mary Estrada 
Public Comment None 

 
Report from the Chair: 

Chair Williams:  • Happy New Year and welcome to 2024.   
 

Approval of the Minutes: 



 
 

1/10/24 
Pg. 2 

 

Approval of the Minutes •  July 12th & September 12th, 
• Motion by Mark Hartunian 
• Second by Mary Estrada 

• Ayes, unanimous 
 

Committee Reports 
Veteran Home Update, 

• Jack Murphy: 
• We conducted a meeting with Asm. Addis’ 

Office regarding the County’s position and 
desire for some type of legislation to be 
introduced to move this initiative forward.  

• We intend to continue to have the Veteran 
Home initiative as one of the County Legislative 
priorities.  

 

Veteran of the Year Program Report, 
• Vice-chair John Gay reported: 

• Nothing to add. Start looking for next year’s 
potential submissions.   

 

State Legislation Report 
• Dominic Dursa reported: 

  

• The Governor introduced the budget today. 
There is a period of feedback, but we should 
have a deficit figure in the coming weeks.  

• Our Office is always available if the community 
has questions.  

State Legislation Report 
• Isabel Meza reported: 

 

• The Senate leadership will be changing soon.  

State Legislation Report 
• Jack Murphy reported: 

 

• The Central Coast Veterans Cemetery did not 
show a budget cut in the upcoming budget.  

• Veterans Services Operating Fund did not show 
a budget cut in the upcoming budget.  

• Mental Health Services Act fund shows an 
increase of $28 Million this year. 

 

Federal Legislation Report 
• Jack Murphy reported: 

• The new District Director is Emmanuel Garcia 
out of the Santa Cruz Office.  

• Congressman Panetta is looking for candidates 
for the Military and Veterans Affairs Case 
Manager (Xochitl’s old position).  

 

Military and Veterans Affairs Report, 
• Jack Murphy reported: 

• Jack explained MVAO’s data reports report, see 
attached: 

• We are currently recruiting for an Office 
Assistant II. We have requested an interoffice 
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transfer or a temporary employee to expedite 
the process.  

• The Veterans Service Officers recruitment is still 
in process.  

 

Central Coast Veteran Cemetery Update, 
• Fernando Pimentel reported: 

• Fernando Pimentel introduced himself as the 
new Cemetery Director. The Cemetery is 
undergoing an audit at the moment.  

• Wreaths Across America just passed and we laid 
out 562 wreaths.  

• The Cemetery is at 3,331 burials at this time.  
• The Cemetery is hiring for a Security Guard and 

Groundskeeper.   
 

VA Clinic Report, 
• Chair Williams reported: 

• COVID and RSV vaccinations are available at the 
clinic on a walk-in basis.  

• The clinic is looking for volunteers.  
• Jack Murphy comment:  

• The Gourley clinic set up a new mental 
health treatment clinic using Repetitive 
Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation 
(RTMS). There are only two locations in 
the Palo Alto Healthcare System and 
Gourley is one of them.  

 New Business: 
 Chair Williams • Opened nominations for Chair for the ensuing 

year, 2024 
• Louise Goetzelt nominates Sid Williams 
• Second by Dan Presser  
• No other nominates are received  

 Roll Call Vote: 
• Unanimous Ayes – Sid Williams is elected 

Chair for 2024 
  

Chair Williams • Opened nominations for Vice-chair for the 
ensuing year, 2024 
• Mark Hartunian nominates John Gay 
• Second by Louise Goetzelt 
• No other nominates are received 

 Roll Call Vote: 
• Unanimous Ayes – John Gay is elected Vice-

chair for 2024 
 

Chair Williams • Closed elections. 
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Commission Member’s Comments:  
 Mark Hartunian  • Acknowledged the great work the Commission 

has done in 2023 and looks forward to what it 
accomplishes in 2024.  

 Louise Goetzelt • MOAA still has the website for Stopping Retiree 
Taxation. There is a second Facebook page 
concerning the California Universal Healthcare 
proposal. I will be sending the information out, 
please support if you can.  

• The VA opened a new Clinic in Hawaii. That 
Clinic has a pharmacy, it is unclear if it is a 
dispensing pharmacy at this time.  

 Mary Estrada  • Praised the work of the Central Coast Veterans 
Cemetery.  

 Dan Presser • American Legion Post 41 is hosting a Crab Feed 
on Saturday Feb 24th. The tickets are available at 
the post for $75.   

 Jack Murphy • Would like the Commission to track the various 
County Veteran initiatives. (Military Spouse 
Hiring Program, Skill Bridge, Military Leave 
Policy, Veterans Preference Policy).  

Adjournment: Chair Williams 
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