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Meeting Minutes 
Military & Veterans Affairs Office (MVAO) 

VETERANS ISSUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (VIAC) 
October 24th, 2024, Thursday, at 3:00 p.m. 

 
1. CALL TO 

ORDER/ESTABLISHMENT OF 
QUORUM 
• Call to Order: Vice-Chair, 

Dan Presser 
•  Roll Call to Establish 

Quorum: Vice-Chair, Dan 
Presser 

Committee Members Present: 
MVAAC – Vice-Chair, Dan Presser 
UVC – John Gay 
UVC – Shane Strong 
UVC – Louise Goetzelt 
City of Del Rey Oaks – Rick Johnson 
City of Monterey – Mark Ackermann 
City of Marina – Wesley Haye 
Veterans Families – Walan Chang 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Led by: Rick Johnson 
3. AKNOLWEGEMENT OF 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
• None received. 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD • None received.  

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
(From September 26th) 

• Motion: Shane Strong 
• Second: Rick Johnson 

• Roll Call: Vote 
 Ayes – 6 
 Abstention – 1  

• Motion passes 
 
6. BUSINESS ITEMS INFORMATION/ACTION 
 a. Veterans Transition Center 

i. VTC – General Updates • None received 
 
 b. Central Coast Veterans Cemetery Status Report 

i. CCCVC Status Report 
• Fernando Pimentel reported 
 

• The Veterans Day event will be held on Veterans Day 
starting at 10:30am.  

• The Highway 1 N/S Cemetery Sign is still slated to be 
installed once CAL TRANS finds a vendor to create the sign.  

 
 c. Cemetery Foundation 

i. General Updates 
• Adam Errahebi reported 
 

• The Foundation Board meeting and future planning session 
is at 2620 1st Ave (MVAO Building) on November 1st at 
12:00pm.  
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 d. Ord Military Community  
i. Active-Duty General Update:  
• CSM Adam Bossart reported 

• The Oktoberfest event went well with over 500 attendees.  
• MWR also hosted a Fall Festival and Trunk-or-Treat which 

had over 2000 people in attendance.  
•  
• The Garrison is focusing on the Army’s 250th Birthday. We 

are planning on conducting a series of events leading up to 
the Birthday.  

• MWR is hosting Oktoberfest on Saturday the 5th from 
3:00pm to 9:00pm at Doe Park. There will be food trucks and 
activities. 

• MWR is expanding its programming to near the Stillwell 
Center to capture the families living off base.   

 
 

e.  Fort Ord Retired Soldier’s Council 
i. General Update: 
• Louise Goetzelt 

• The Fort Ord Retired Soldier’s Council must submit any 
issues the Army Retired Soldier’s Council by November 15th 

to meet the cutoff to have it reviewed and addressed. The 
issues must be nationwide and not local specific.   

• The next Retired Soldier’s Council meeting is on November 
7th at 1:00pm at the MVAO building.  

• If anyone is interested in serving on the Army Retired 
Soldier’s Council, applications are due soon.  

 
 f. VA-DoD Clinic  

i. General Update 
• Adam Errahebi reported 
 

• The VA has walk in flu and COVID shot availability from 
9:00am to 12:00pm and 1:00pm to 3:00pm. You can do both 
at the same time.  

 
 g. Municipalities 

i. City of Del Rey Oaks, General Updates:  
• Rick Johnson reported 

• The plot of Fort Ord land is being studied for 
future use by City Ventures our of San 
Francisco. They are dealing with the Surplus 
Land Act. There will be a town hall meeting in 
the beginning of November to determine 
what the citizens of Del Rey Oaks’ interests 
are with the land. The current interests are 
housing, mixed use housing and a hotel. 

• Del Rey Oaks has a joint City Council and 
Planning Commission meeting Wednesday 
October 30th at 6:00pm to discuss its housing 
element.  

• There are two spots open for City Council. 
ii. City of Monterey, General Updates:  
• Mark Ackermann reported 

• The City is close to issuing its first two 
cannabis retail permits. 
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• The MVDA breakfast (Modern Day Defense 
Alliance) will be at the Conference Center in 
November (date pending). There will be a 
presentation on Project Azorian.  

• We recently received the first draft of the 
Military Economic Impact Report by Matrix 
Design. We will be presenting the findings in 
January.  

• Some quick findings There is a $4.9 
billion total economic impact that the 
military (active duty, veterans, 
retirees) has on the area which 
makes up about 14.8% of Monterey 
County’s economy. 27,457 jobs 
(10.5% of total employment in the 
County). $69 million in local tax 
revenue, $254 million in State tax 
revenue. $2.4 billion in direct defense 
spending in the local area.  

iii. City of Marina, General Updates:  
• Wesley Haye reported: 

• I am reviewed the current and previous 
Marina general plans for Veteran 
opportunities (housing, land, museum).  

iv. City of Seaside, General Updates:  
• Shane Strong reported: 

• The County approved the transfer of land or 
property in the lightfighter area to the City of 
Seaside.   

 
 h. Military & Veterans Affairs Office 

i. General Update 
• Jack Murphy reported 

• Senate Bill 770 and 1025 was signed into Law 
by the Governor.  

• The County is currently in a hiring freeze. 
• We have finished the interviews and 

reference checks for our Vet Rep III vacancy. 
We are standing by to make an offer until we 
receive our hiring freeze exemption approval 
for this position.  

• We are still trying to recruit for our Principal 
Office Assistant position that Michael will be 
retiring from on November 1st.  

• Veteran of the Year Dinner is on November 
1st at 6:00pm at the County Fairgrounds. We 
have tickets available.  

• The Veterans Day Parade is on November 
11th at 1:00pm in Salians.  

• Hartnell College will be having several events 
during the week of Veterans Day.  

• The Commissary will be hosting its seafood 
roadshow on November 8th.  
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• We will be hosting a Veterans Resource 
Fair/Stand Down for all Veterans on April 
18th. 

• Jack gave MVAO’s Annual Activity report, see 
attached. 

• Jack discussed the Committee and 
Commission possibly combining efforts into 
one Commission with all entities.  

 
7. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS 
Receive Communication from Committee members as it pertains to future agenda items 
 
• Taylor Davis • Congressman Panetta’s Office has been 

working with local students on their Military 
Academy Nominations.  

 
9. ADJOURNMENT: Vice-Chair, Dan Presser 
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