Military &

County of Monterey
Military & Veterans Affairs Office

Meeting Minutes
Veterans Affairs Office (MVAO)

VETERANS ISSUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (VIAC)
September 26th, 2024, Thursday, at 3:00 p.m.

1. CALLTO Committee Members Present:
ORDER/ESTABLISHMENT OF MVAAC - Vice-Chair, Dan Presser
QUORUM UVC - John Gay
e (Call to Order: Vice-Chair, UVC — Shane Strong

Dan Presser UVC — Mary Estrada
* RollCallto Establish City of Del Rey Oaks — Rick Johnson
Quorum: Vice-Chair, Dan City of Monterey — Mark Ackermann
Presser City of Marina — Wesley Haye
Veterans Families — Walan Chang
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Led by: Wesley Haye
3. AKNOLWEGEMENT OF e None received.

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

None received.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
(From July 25th)

Motion: Rick Johnson
Second: John Gay
Roll Call: Vote
= Ayes—7
Abstention—1
Motion passes

6. BUSINESS ITEMS INFORMATION/ACTION

a. Veterans Transition Cente

r

i. VTC — General Updates
Adam Errahebi reported

o Lightfighter Village is currently taking applications. All
applications will be reviewed in the order received to

establish the waitlist.

b. Central Coast Veterans Ce

metery Status Report

i. CCCVC Status Report
Adam Errahebi reported

The Highway 1 N/S Cemetery Sign is still slated to be
installed once CAL TRANS finds a vendor to create the sign.

c. Cemetery Foundation

i. General Updates
Adam Errahebi reported

The Appreciation Wall is receiving final touches before
completion.

There will be a ground marker in front of each plaque
segment so that viewers can locate specific people. A hand
out will be available at the cemetery front office.
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The Veterans Day Ceremony will be held on Veterans Day at
11:00am. It will be hosted by American Legion Post 591.
The Foundation is committed to having restrooms placed
near the columbaria.

d. Ord Military Community

i. Active-Duty General Update: .
e CSM Adam Bossart reported

The Garrison is focusing on the Army’s 250%™ Birthday. We
are planning on conducting a series of events leading up to
the Birthday.

MWR is hosting Oktoberfest on Saturday the 5™ from
3:00pm to 9:00pm at Doe Park. There will be food trucks and
activities.

MWR is expanding its programming to near the Stillwell
Center to capture the families living off base.

e. Army Retired Soldier’s Council

i. General Update: e None received.
f. VA-DoD Clinic
i. General Update e The VA has walk in flu shot availability from 9:00am to

e Adam Errahebi reported

12:00pm and 1:00pm to 3:00pm. To obtain the COVID
vaccine you must make an appointment. You can do both at
the same time.

g. Municipalities

i. City of Del Rey Oaks, General Updates:
e Rick Johnson reported

e There are two spots open for City Council.
e The plot of land received from former Fort
Ord is currently being studied for future use.

ii. City of Monterey, General Updates:
e Mark Ackermann reported

e The City of Monterey is hosting a Trunk or
Treat on October 19" from 5:00pm to
6:30pm in front of Colton Hall. There will be a
movie playing on the lawn afterwards.

e The City Manager and | will be attending the
Association of Defense Communities
Installation Innovation Forum in San Antonio
Texas.

e The economic impact report should be ready
to present to the public in November.

e The MVDA breakfast (Modern Day Defense
Alliance) will be at the Conference Center in
November (date pending). There will be a
presentation on Project Azorian.

e There are two Council seats and the mayor
are up for election.
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iii. City of Marina, General Updates: e The City of Marina is conducting a lot of low-
and medium-income housing construction.
iv. City of Seaside, General Updates: e None received.

h. Military & Veterans Affairs Office

i. General Update e The Senate Passed VA Funding on September
e Jack Murphy reported 19,
e AB 46 is currently held at the appropriations
committee.

e We are recruiting for the Vet Rep Ill. The next
step is scheduling interviews.

e Michael McFadden has announced his
retirement as the Principal Office Assistant.
We will be recruiting for his position soon.

e We conducted a large number of outreach
events this month.

e The County is holding a hiring event on
October 9% at Hartnell College from 10:00am
to 3:00pm.

e Veteran of the Year Dinner is on November
1°t at 6:00pm at the County Fairgrounds. We
have tickets available.

e The Veterans Day Parade is on November
11t at 1:00pm in Salians.

e The County HR Veteran initiatives are being
worked on. We currently have a Veteran
survey out to account for all Veteran County
Employees.

e Jack gave MVAQ'’s Annual Activity report, see
attached.

e Jack explained the intended purpose and
future of The Veterans Issues Advisory
Committee.

7. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
Receive Communication from Committee members as it pertains to future agenda items

e Mark Ackermann e The City of Monterey is rebooting its hidden
heroes program. Founded by the Elizabeth
Dole Foundation which recognizes caregivers
of disabled Veterans. The intent is to find
ways to care for or connect with them.

e Shane Strong e The Heroes Open is on October 26" at
Bayonet Blackhorse Golf Course and all
proceeds will go directly to assist Veterans in
need. Please spread the word to your
organizations. You can support by playing
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with a team, donating, sponsoring a hole, or

volunteering. If you need a poster or trifolds,

please contact me.

e Dan Presser e Veteran of the Year parking will be in the
Carnival lot. We should have transportation
to and from the parking lot to the room.

e The Veterans Day at the fair is looking to
move to Friday instead of Thursday.

9. ADJOURNMENT: Vice-Chair, Dan Presser
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MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE
MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT

August 2024

Outreach Events

265

New Contacts

48 College
FAVENE S

$343,860

Recurring Monthly Payments

~ Customer Satisfaction Survey

' 88% Very Satisfied!

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613
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