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Meeting Minutes 
Military & Veterans Affairs Office (MVAO) 

VETERANS ISSUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (VIAC) 
July 25th, 2024, Thursday, at 3:00 p.m. 

 
1. CALL TO 

ORDER/ESTABLISHMENT OF 
QUORUM 
• Call to Order: Vice-Chair, 

Dan Presser 
•  Roll Call to Establish 

Quorum: Vice-Chair, Dan 
Presser 

Committee Members Present: 
MVAAC – Vice-Chair, Dan Presser 
MVAAC – Sid Williams 
UVC – John Gay 
UVC – Shane Strong 
UVC – Mary Estrada 
City of Del Rey Oaks – Rick Johnson 
City of Monterey – Mark Ackermann 
Ft. Ord Retiree Council – Louise Goetzelt 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Led by: Rick Johnson 
3. AKNOLWEGEMENT OF 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
• None received. 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD • None received.  

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
(From February 22nd) 

• Motion: Rick Johnson 
• Second: John Gay 

• Roll Call: Vote 
 Ayes – unanimous 

 
6. BUSINESS ITEMS INFORMATION/ACTION 
 a. Veterans Transition Center 

i. VTC – General Updates 
• Francisco Narewski reported 

• Lightfighter Village is on track to open in January. It should 
be occupied within 60 days. There will be 70 housing units, 
six for families and 64 for single residents. The application 
process is opening this August.   

• Francisco and Jack explained the Enhanced Use Lease at the 
Old VA Clinic on Engineer Lane.  

 
 b. Central Coast Veterans Cemetery Status Report 

i. CCCVC Status Report 
• Fernando Pimentel reported 
 

• The Appreciation Wall has been completed pending 
inspection.  

• The Cemetery has a local landscape company donate labor 
to put in the plants and shrubbery that was ordered 
recently.   

• The Highway 1 North and South signs were completed but 
did not meet CALTRANS Specifications. They were sent back 
and out to bid for reproduction.  
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 c. Cemetery Foundation 

i. General Updates 
• Candy Ingram reported 
 

• The plaques are fully in place on the Appreciation Wall. The 
graffiti coating will be added shortly after. The inspections 
will be completed soon.  

• We are hoping to have an event for the wall near Veteran’s 
Day.  

• The Foundation tabled the Retiree Appreciation Day Event. 
It went well and we connected with several 
Veterans/Retirees.  

• The Cemetery Foundation has relocated to the Military and 
Veterans Affairs Office and will host its future monthly 
meetings there.  

• To be added to our mailing/notice list please email: 
info@ccvcf.com 

• The Foundation will have a future meeting with the 
Cemetery Director and CALVET to get started on an enclosed 
space for services and restrooms at the cemetery.  

 
 d. Ord Military Community  

i. Active-Duty General Update:  
• Col Dan Artino reported 

• The Retiree Appreciation Day was a success. We have 
collected a lot of feedback. Please submit your feedback on 
our ICE System at: 
https://ice.disa.mil/index.cfm?fa=site&site_id=531  

• The Presidio of Monterey is hosting the Monterey 
Leadership Forum on Friday. The event hosts many local 
entrepreneurs and young professionals to discuss what the 
Presidio of Monterey provides to the community.  

• The FMWR Yard Sale will be this Saturday the 27th at the 
Stillwell Community Center.  

• The Presidio of Monterey is going to be meeting with the 
Governor’s Military Council for the Army’s California 
Commitment Initiative. The purpose is to increase the 
Army’s Presence and Awareness in the State of California.  

• Sid Williams, Col Artino and Jack Murphy discussed 
discounted housing for VA Employees for Base housing to 
encourage VA healthcare employee retention. Currently it is 
a 5% discount.  

• Col Artino discussed cost of living and hiring challenges for 
the Presidio of Monterey.   
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e.  Army Retired Soldier’s Council 
i. General Update:  
• Louise Goetzelt reported 

• The next meeting as at the Military and Veterans Affairs 
Office on Thursday August 1st . 

• The Retiree Appreciation Day went well. We will attempt to 
have a Retirement Services point of contact from the 
Defense Finance and Accounting Service attend the next 
Retiree Appreciation Day.   

 
 f. VA-DoD Clinic  

i. General Update 
• Christina Torres reported 
 

• The VA will have flu and COVID vaccinations in September.  
• The Gourley VA Clinic is hosting a PACT Act open house on 

August 24th from 10:00am to 3:00pm. The VA has identified 
around 3,000 Veterans in Monterey County that are eligible 
for benefits under the PACT Act but have not registered. The 
Clinic will not be conducting Toxic Exposure Screenings this 
time around.  

• Jack Murphy explained the VA Medical Foster Home 
program.  

• Jack Murphy explained that there is a backlog of service 
members obtaining their separation physical on both 
military installations. There are talks of possibly referring 
service members to the VA DoD Clinic staff for separation 
physicals.  

 
 g. Municipalities 

i. City of Del Rey Oaks, General Updates:  
• Rick Johnson reported 

• Canyon Del Rey is operational.  
• Louise Goetzelt:  

• There is nighttime construction near 
the school district.  

• The city council approved a 
negotiating agreement with City 
Ventures for evaluating potential 
development of the Fort Ord land.  

ii. City of Monterey, General Updates:  
• Mark Ackermann reported 

• Rick Johnson stated that there were around 
20,000 attendees for Monterey’s 4th of July 
Parade.  

• We are exploring a Military Installation 
Resilience Review grant. The purpose would 
be to identify ways we can partner with the 
local installations to bolster resilience in 
different criteria (energy resilience).  

• We had our first follow up meeting with 
Matrix Design Group focusing on behalf of 
the Monterey Defense Alliance on Military 
Economic Impact reports. They came back 
with initial figures that we are addressing.  
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iii. City of Marina, General Updates:  • None received.  
iv. City of Seaside, General Updates:  • None received.  

 
 h. Military & Veterans Affairs Office 

i. General Update 
• Jack Murphy reported 

• Jack explained that if anyone did an Intent to 
File last year for a PACT Act claim, they will 
be expiring in August or July of this year. 
Please follow up. 

• MVAO will be present at the PACT Event 
hosted at the Gourley Clinic.  

• MVAO is gathering support letters for AB 46 
which will be heard by the Appropriations 
Committee on August 15th. 

• We will be interviewing for the Vet Rep III 
position on August 8th.  

• Jack has been appointed as the Veterans 
Advocate, representing District 5 for the 
Behavioral Health Commission. 

• MVAO’s main conference room is being 
upgraded in today with current Zoom 
technology.  

• The County HR Veteran initiatives are being 
worked on. We currently have a Veteran 
survey out to account for all Veteran County 
Employees.  

• The Vet Center contract was approved to 
allow them a space in our office for individual 
and group therapy. 

• County HR is hosting a hiring event on 
October 9th from 9:00am to 3:00pm at 
Hartnell College.  

• Jack gave MVAO’s Annual Activity report, see 
attached. 

 
7. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS 
Receive Communication from Committee members as it pertains to future agenda items 
 
• John Gay • The Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Salinas 

was vandalized. We are working to get it 
cleaned and restored.  

• Shane Strong • The Heroes Open is on October 26th at 
Bayonet Blackhorse Golf Course and all 
proceeds will go directly to assist Veterans in 
need. Please spread the word to your 
organizations. You can support by playing 
with a team, donating, sponsoring a hole, or 
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volunteering. If you need a poster or trifolds, 
please contact me.  

• Jordan Montgomery • Rep. Lofgren’s Office is always here to assist 
Veterans in need.  

 
9. ADJOURNMENT: Vice-Chair, Dan Presser 
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