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Military & Veterans Affairs Office

nty of Monterey

Meeting Minutes

Military & Veterans Affairs Office (MVAO)
VETERANS ISSUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (VIAC)
June 27th, 2024, Thursday, at 3:00 p.m.

CALLTO
ORDER/ESTABLISHMENT OF
QUORUM

Call to Order: Chair
Oglesby

Roll Call to Establish
Quorum: Chair Oglesby

Committee Members Present:

MVAAC - Vice-Chair, Dan Presser
MVAAC - Sid Williams

UVC - John Gay

UVC — Shane Strong

City of Seaside — Chair lan Oglesby
City of Del Rey Oaks — Rick Johnson

City of Monterey — Mark Ackermann

Ft. Ord Retiree Council — Louise Goetzelt
Veterans Families — Walan Chang

Led by: Louise Goetzelt

None received.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
AKNOLWEGEMENT OF
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Mr. Al Saxe:
Discussed the need for a museum to preserve the
history of Fort Ord. He suggested ways of generating
funds to accomplish this goal through fundraising.
Chair Oglesby directed Adam Errahebi of the Military
and Veterans Affairs Office to contact Mr. Saxe to
coordinate efforts between him and various
organizations attempting to establish a museum.
Motion: Rick Johnson
Second: Sid Williams
Roll Call: Vote

= Aye -7 members
Abstention — 1 member
Motion Carried

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
(From February 22nd)

6. BUSINESS ITEMS INFORMATION/ACTION
a. Veterans Transition Center

i. VTC — General Updates
Sid Williams reported

o Lightfighter Village is on track to open in January. It should
be occupied within 60 days. There will be 70 housing units,
six for families and 64 for single residents. The application

process is opening this August.
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b. Central Coast Veterans Cemetery Status Report

i. CCCVC Status Report

e Fernando Pimentel reported

We have updated all headstones to be compliant with the
National Cemetery Administration guidelines.

We received our budget and have began to work on
cemetery beautification.

c. Cemetery Foundation

i. General Updates
Adam Errahebi reported

The wall plagues for all names are now at the engraver and
are expected to be done by the end of June or early July,
then ideally placed by mid-July at the latest. Then the anti-
graffiti coating will be applied to the entire wall and plaques,
and hopefully a week later it will mean the wall is done (mid
to end of July -- hopefully sooner!).

| already started talking to CalVet about needing bathrooms
and an enclosed area for conducting services. Got feedback
that although they understand why we are wanting these
items, the state budget situation doesn't look promising for
having this conversation.

After the wall is done, CCVCF will increase our outreach with
CalVet for those items. We are proposing that CalVet apply
for a grant (federal or state) and build the facilities, and that
CCVCEF can help with some of the costs.

The Committee discussed various options for a committal
shelter. The Committee will discuss options with the
Cemetery Foundation.

d. Ord Military Community

i. Active-Duty General Update:
CSM Adam Bossart reported

The Garrison conducted a Change of Command Ceremony
last week. Col. Dan Artino assumed command.

The Defense Language Institute’s Commandant will be
changing out this coming Tuesday at 10:00am on Soldier
Field.

On Tuesday at 2:00pm our sports field on the top of the hill
will be memorialized for Sergeant First Class Griffin who was
Killed in Action. The Gold Star Family will be in attendance.
Retiree Appreciation Day will be on July 13%" at the Stillwell
Community Center from 8:00am to 1:30pm.

e. Army Retired Soldier’s Co

uncil

i. General Update:

e Louise Goetzelt reported

April was the end of my four-year term for the Chief of Staff
Army Retired Soldiers Council. We discussed the 12 national
issues and made recommendations. | will provide the report.
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The speaker for Retiree Appreciation Day is Sheriff Nieto.
There should be a representative from the Chief of Staff
Army Retirement Services Office in attendance.

The Naval Postgraduate School has its Annual Leisure Fair on
Friday August 2" from 11:00am to 1:00pm at the La Mesa
Housing Community Center.

The Army Retirement Services Officer, Mr. Overberg’s
official retirement is on July 31, His retirement ceremony is
on July 19* in Washington D.C..

Chair Oglesby thanked Louise for her dedicated service as a
Chief of Staff Army Retired Soldiers Council Representative.

f. VA-DoD Clinic

i. General Update .

Adam Errahebi reported

The Gourley VA Clinic is hosting a PACT Act open house on
August 24" from 10:00am to 3:00pm. The VA has identified
around 3,000 Veterans in Monterey County that are eligible
for benefits under the PACT Act but have not registered. The
Clinic will not be conducting Toxic Exposure Screenings this
time around.

g. Municipalities

i. City of Del Rey Oaks, General Updates:

Rick Johnson reported

e The city is fixing utilities on Canyon Del Rey.
There may be traffic built up around that
area.

e Louise Goetzelt:

e The city council approved a
negotiating agreement with City
Ventures for evaluating potential
development of the Fort Ord land.

ii. City of Monterey, General Updates:

Mark Ackermann reported

e Saturday the 29'" we are having the
Monterey Peninsula Pride Parade and event
at the Custom House Plaza afterwards. It
starts at 12:00pm.

e On 4™ of July, The Monterey Firefighters
charity pancake breakfast will be taking place
at Station 11 from 7:30am to 10:30am. There
will be activities and tickets are $15,
reservations are required.

e The Monterey Annual 4™ of July Parade at
10:00am. There will be events afterwards on
Colton Lawn.

e Living History Day will be at the Memory
Garden at the Civic House from 11:00am to
3:00pm.

e We gave the first temporary cannabis event
permit to Embark. They conducted the sales
at Cali Roots this year. It turned out well and
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we will have specifics sales data in a few
weeks.

Shane Strong thanked The City of Monterey
for their work with American Legion Post 41’s
lease agreement.

iii. City of Marina, General Updates:

None received.

iv. City of Seaside, General Updates:
e Chair, Mayor Oglesby reported

The City of Seaside is having its Red White
and Blues Festival at City Hall from 11:00am
to 4:00pm.

Blues at the Park will be starting July 14t
from 1:00pm to 4:30pm at Laguna Grande
Park.

Obon Festival is on July 14" from 12:00pm to
5:00pm at the Monterey Peninsula Buddhist
Temple.

h. Military & Veterans Affairs Office

i. General Update
e Jack Murphy reported

Jack explained that if anyone did an Intent to
File last year for a PACT Act claim, they will
be expiring in August or July of this year.
Please follow up.

Thanked Representative Panetta and
Lofgren’s staff respectively for assisting with
support for House Resolution 8340 House
Disabled Veterans Act. If passed it would
exclude VA Disability compensation
payments from the adjusted gross income
calculation for housing voucher eligibility at
the Federal level which would trickle down to
all local Housing Authorities. This is
something that is already in place in
Monterey County.

The California Commanders Council has
asked their subordinate organizations to
reach out to the Governor’s Office to see if
there is a way to bring Assembly Bill 46
forward.

The Veteran Services Representative I
Recruitment is still open and closes on
Monday July 1%,

The Veteran Service Officer recruitment has
closed and is moving forward with interviews.
Jack has been appointed as the Veterans
Advocate, representing District 5 for the
Behavioral Health Commission.

Mins -4



There are many 4™ of July events going on
throughout the County in almost every
municipality.

MVAOQ’s main conference room will be
upgraded in the future with current Zoom
technology.

Jack gave MVAQ’s Annual Activity report, see
attached.

7. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS

Receive Communication from Committee members as it pertains to future agenda items

e Walan Chang

The Spreckles 4™ of July event will be going
on this year. The parade starts at 10:00am.

e Shane Strong

The Heroes Open is on October 26 at
Bayonet Blackhorse Golf Course and all
proceeds will go directly to assist Veterans in
need. Please spread the word to your
organizations. You can support by playing
with a team, donating, sponsoring a hole, or
volunteering. If you need a poster or trifolds,
please contact me.

e Dominic Dursa

The State budget is close to agreement. It
looks as if the budget will be balanced this
year and next after an agreement has been
reached.

There are talks to address this action in the
future. Potentially increasing the set aside
amount for a future emergency fund for the
State.

e Jordan Montgomery

Introduced himself on behalf of
Representative Lofgren’s Office and is
looking forward to attending more meetings.

e |sabel Meza

Senator Laird will be participating in the
Monterey 4™ of July Parade before heading
to the Red White and Blues event in Seaside.

e Louise Goetzelt

On July 13 the Army BRAC Office is hosting
an open house and community event. There
will be two bus tours (10:00am and 11:30am)
to the former impact areas on Fort Ord. You
must make a reservation. There will be static
displays of native plants, unexploded
ordinance and other items.

9. ADJOURNMENT: Chair Oglesby
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MONTH OF THE

"~ CHILD

Outreach Events

211

New Contacts

290 Unique Veterans | Waiver valued

223 Compensation Awards $1321855

New Disability Compensation Awards

$663,444

A ‘ Retroactive Payments

$112,180

Recurring Monthly Payments

Customer Satisfaction Survey

89% Very Satisfied

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613

MILITARY |
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MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS OFFICE

MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT

Outreach Events

265

New Contacts

30 College
Tuition Waivers

$195,375

Retroactive Payments

$160,081

Customer Satisfaction Survey

90% Very Satisfied!

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613
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