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Meeting Minutes 
Military & Veterans Affairs Office (MVAO) 

VETERANS ISSUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (VIAC) 
May 23rd, 2024, Thursday, at 3:00 p.m. 

 
1. CALL TO 

ORDER/ESTABLISHMENT OF 
QUORUM 
• Call to Order: Vice-Chair, 

Dan Presser 
•  Roll Call to Establish 

Quorum: Vice-Chair, Dan 
Presser 

Committee Members Present: 
MVAAC – Vice-Chair, Dan Presser 
UVC – Mary Estrada 
UVC – John Gay 
City of Del Rey Oaks – Rick Johnson 
City of Monterey – Mark Ackermann 
Veterans Families – Walan Chang 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Led by: Walan Chang 
3. AKNOLWEGEMENT OF 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
• None received. 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD • None received.   

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
(From February 22nd) 

• Motion: Rick Johnson 
• Second: Walan Chang 

• Roll Call: Vote 
 Ayes – Unanimous  

• Motion Carried 
 
6. BUSINESS ITEMS INFORMATION/ACTION 
 a. Affordable Housing 

i. VTC – General Updates 
• Kurt Schake reported 

• Lightfighter Village is on track to open December 15th. It 
should be occupied within 60 days. There will be 70 housing 
units, six for families and 64 for single residents.  

• VTC is looking to increase its capacity by adding Accessory 
Dwelling Unit’s (ADU). We are currently in the Request for 
Proposal process.  

• VTC will be having its fourth of July Benefit concert at 
Rancho Cielo. The event starts at 5PM.   

 
 
 b. Central Coast Veterans Cemetery Status Report 

i. CCCVC Status Report 
• Adam Errahebi reported 
 

• DLI Memorial Day Cemetery Event had a great turn out and 
was a beautiful service.  

• The Cemetery Foundation Memorial Day event is still on for 
Monday at 11PM.  
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 c. Cemetery Foundation 
i. General Updates 
• Adam Errahebi reported 
 

• There will be a Memorial Day Ceremony on May 27th at 
11:00am. The U.S. Marine Corps will present the Colors.  

• The Appreciation Wall construction is moving along well.   
 
 d. Ord Military Community  

i. Active-Duty General Update:  
• CSM Adam Bossart reported 

• The DLI Memorial Day Observance went well.  
• DLI’s Language Day was well attended with 2500 people 

coming to the event.  
• The Garrison Change of Command is on June 18th.  
• On June 8th at 10:15AM is the Memorialization of the Price 

Fitness Center Track for Army Staff Sergeant Conrad who 
was Killed in Action. The Gold Star Family will be in 
attendance.   

 
e.  Army Retired Soldier’s Council 

i. General Update:  
• Jack Murphy 

• Retiree Appreciation Day was moved to July 13th at the 
Stillwell Community Center. The event starts at 8:30am.  

 
 f. VA-DoD Clinic  

i. General Update 
 

• None received. 

 
 g. Municipalities 

i. City of Del Rey Oaks, General Updates:  
• Rick Johnson reported 

• No updates at this time.  
 

ii. City of Monterey, General Updates:  
• Mark Ackermann reported 

• I attended the California Defense Leadership 
Summit. The main focus points were 
infrastructure and improving quality of life 
(Childcare, housing etc..).  

• City Council passed authorization for four 
different cannabis retailers. They will be 
located in four different zones in Monterey. 
The City and the authorized businesses are 
working to ensure it is a successful venture 
for all parties involved and the stakeholders. 

iii. City of Marina, General Updates:  • None received.  
iv. City of Seaside, General Updates:  
• Chair, Mayor Oglesby reported 

• None received. 

 
 h. Military & Veterans Affairs Office 

i. General Update 
• Jack Murphy reported 

• The VA has seen 1 million Veterans enrolled 
in VA healthcare/Benefits since the PACT Act 
was enacted. The VA has identified 3000 
Veterans in our area that are PACT Act 
eligible and will be putting on a PACT Act 
open house at the clinic in the future.  



 
 

Mins - 3 
 

• Jack briefed the Committee on the County 
and State Budget Climate and a legislative 
update.  

• Jack provided a brief status update of Senate 
Bill 911 and 1124.  

• We are still seeking more applications for 
Veteran of the Year. Please send them to 
MVAO.org.  

• The License Agreement to have Veteran 
Serving non-profits to move into MVAO’s 
building has been approved.  

• Doug Chandler will be retiring on May 31st.  
• MVAO launched its County Veteran survey to 

identify all Veterans who are employed by 
the County of Monterey. 9% of current 
respondents are Veterans. 42% of those are 
disabled Veterans. We are looking to add a 
special time off bank for current employees 
for the purpose of Benefits help through our 
office.  

• Jack explained the various Memorial Day 
events in the County.  

• We are working to have a Stand Down on 
Friday October 4th (tentatively). We are in the 
early planning stages. The intent being a one-
day event. 

• Jack gave MVAO’s Annual Activity report, see 
attached.  

 
7. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS 
Receive Communication from Committee members as it pertains to future agenda items 
 
• John Gay • If anyone needs a photographer for an event. 

Please contact me.  

• Mark Ackermann • Monterey County Pops will be performing at 
Colton Lawn on Monday (Memorial Day) at 
1PM.  

• Mary Estrada • Each American Legion will be having a 
Memorial Day event. Please check out what 
they have to offer.  

 
9. ADJOURNMENT: Vice-Chair Presser 
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