Meeting Minutes

Military & Veterans Affairs Office (MVAO)
VETERANS ISSUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (VIAC)
April 25th, 2024, Thursday, at 3:00 p.m.

County of Monterey
Military & Veterans Affairs Office

1. CALLTO Committee Members Present:
ORDER/ESTABLISHMENT OF MVAAC - Vice-Chair, Dan Presser
QUORUM MVAAC - Sid Williams
e (Call to Order: Vice-Chair, UVC — Shane Strong

Dan Presser UVC - John Gay
* RollCallto Establish City of Del Rey Oaks — Rick Johnson
Quorum: Vice-Chair, Dan City of Seaside — Chair, Mayor lan Oglesby
Presser City of Monterey — Mark Ackermann
Veterans Families — Walan Chang

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Led by: Erica Parker

3. AKNOLWEGEMENT OF e None received.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD e None received.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES e Motion: Rick Johnson

(From February 22nd) e Second: Sid Williams

e Roll Call: Vote
= Ayes—Unanimous
Motion Carried

6. BUSINESS ITEMS INFORMATION/ACTION
a. Affordable Housing

i. VTIC — General Updates e VTCis hosting its annual gala on May 11t at the club on

e Erica Parker reported Pasadera and our July 4" benefit concert at Rancho Cielo.
The Gala tickets are $225.

e The CHSP Leadership Council voted and granted VTC
$300,000 from HHAP for Case Management.

o Lightfighter Village is set to be completed at the end of this
year. Applications will be accepted in the Fall.

e VTC was awarded the 2024 Veteran Employer of the Year
from the California Employer Advisory Council.

b. Central Coast Veterans Cemetery Status Report

e Fernando Pimentel reported Cemetery at 8:00am.

i. CCCVC Status Report e DLI Memorial Day Cemetery Event will be held at the
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We will have multiple staff members with golf carts available
at both Memorial Day Events to shuttle attendees to and
from restrooms if needed.

c. Cemetery Foundation

i. General Updates
e Candy Ingram reported

There will be a Memorial Day Ceremony on May 27™ at
11:00am. The U.S. Marine Corps will present the Colors.
The Appreciation Wall construction is moving along well.
We are seeking about 100 more folding chairs for the
Memorial Day Event.

We have had initial discussions with the Cemetery Staff
regarding restrooms and enclosing the committal shelter.
The Foundation is checking on getting a portable restroom
for the Memorial Day Event.

d. Ord Military Community

i. Active-Duty General Update:
e CSM Adam Bossart reported

DLI Memorial Day Cemetery Event will be held at the
Cemetery at 8:00am.

The Central Coast Federal Credit Union’s long-term lease
expired, and they will be closing. The Credit Union chose not
to renew the lease.

DLI Language Day will be on May 17%. The Event will be held
from 10:00am to 3:00pm.

The Garrison Change of Command is on June 18™ at
10:00am.

e. Army Retired Soldier’s Co

uncil

i. General Update:
e Adam Errahebi reported

Retiree Appreciation Day was moved to July 13" at the
Stillwell Community Center. The event starts at 8:30am.

f. VA-DoD Clinic

i. General Update
e Sid Williams and Jack Murphy
reported

The Clinic is looking for Volunteers for various programs. You
must be able to pass a physical.

MVAQO is temporarily closing our Marina VA Clinic office due
to staffing challenges. We will be increasing walk-in days at
our main office to Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.

g. Municipalities

i. City of Del Rey Oaks, General Updates: °

e Rick Johnson reported

No updates at this time.

ii. City of Monterey, General Updates:

e Mark Ackermann reported

o Afew weeks ago, we attended the
Association of Defense Communities Nation
Summit in Washington DC. The focus was
quality of life concerns like military spouse
employment and childcare. The Counties and
Municipalities are looking to help identify
projects to assist. There was also a lot of
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discussions about Climate and Critical
Infrastructure resilience. There was
discussions on how the local communities
can help the Department of Defense and
Federal Government fund projects like micro
grids or any energy transmission projects.
We will be attending the California
Association of Defense Communities
Leadership Summit in Sacramento.

Various members of the City of Monterey
Staff had a great visit with American Legion
Post 41 after they remodeled their ceiling.

iii. City of Marina, General Updates:

None received.

iv. City of Seaside, General Updates:
e Chair, Mayor Oglesby reported

No updates at this time.

h. Military & Veterans Affairs Office

i. General Update
e Jack Murphy reported

We are still seeking more applications for
Veteran of the Year. Please send them to
MVAO.org.

Jack briefed the Committee on the County
and State Budget Climate and a legislative
update.

Jack provided a brief status update of Senate
Bill 911 and 1124.

Jack met with Congressman Panetta’s Office,
Kate Daniels and various others respectively
to look into Vet Home options.

The License Agreement to have Veteran
Serving non-profits to move into MVAQ's
building is on the May 7" Board of
Supervisors meeting agenda.

MVAO hired a new Office Assistant Il,
Veronica Talavera.

Doug Chandler will be retiring in May.

Jack gave MVAQ’s Annual Activity report, see
attached.

The Veteran Service Officer position has
posted.

MVAO met with the County HR Director to
discuss Veteran related HR Initiatives the
County of Monterey is wanting to implement.
These programs include: The Veterans
Preference Policy, Military Spouse Hiring
Policy, The Military Leave Policy, The DoD
Skillbridge Program, and Operation
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Greenlight. We are in the early stages of each
initiative, but progress is being made.

e | will also be attending the California
Association of Defense Communities
Leadership Summit in Sacramento.

e On May 8" the County Sheriffs Office will be
holding a Memorial Event at their Office in
Salinas.

e Discussed the Monthly Data report, see
attached.

7. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
Receive Communication from Committee members as it pertains to future agenda items

e John Gay e | post weekly progress pictures of the
Appreciation Wall on my Facebook Account,
John Franklin Gay Jr.

e Vice-Chair, Dan Presser e American Legion Post 41 has completed its

ceiling work. The original vaulted ceiling is

now exposed, and it looks great. Please come
and visit.

e Dominic Dursa e The Policy Deadline for any policy to be
heard by the Fiscal and Appropriations
Committee is tomorrow.

e The May budget revise will have a lot of eyes
on it.

9. ADJOURNMENT: Chair Oglesby
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Outreach Events

156

New Contacts

224 unique e

163 Compensation Awards

= $96,599

Recurring Monthly Payments

Customer Satisfaction Survey

80% Very Satisfied

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613
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