County of Monterey
Military & Veterans Affairs Office

Meeting Minutes
Military & Veterans Affairs Office (MVAO)
VETERANS ISSUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (VIAC)
February 22nd, 2024, Thursday, at 3:00 p.m.

1. CALLTO Committee Members Present:
ORDER/ESTABLISHMENT OF City of Seaside — Chair, lan Oglesby
QUORUM MVAAC — Vice-Chair, Dan Presser
e (Call to Order: Vice-Chair, MVAAC = Sid Williams
Dan Presser . UVC — Shane Strong

e RollCall to. Establltsh UVC — Mary Estrada
Quorum: Vice-Chair, Dan UVC — John Gay
Presser

City of Del Rey Oaks — Rick Johnson

City of Monterey — Mark Ackermann

City of Marina — Wesley Haye

Army Retired Soldier’s Council — Louise Goetzelt

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Led by: Mary Estrada
3. AKNOLWEGEMENT OF e Committee received letter to support Christine Maries Star
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED Riders, an organization providing Equine Therapy. The

organization is in jeopardy of not being able to provide
services due to issues regarding lease of space. See

attached.
4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD e None received.
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES e Motion: Rick Johnson
(From January 25th) e Second: John Gay

e Roll Call: Vote
=  Ayes—Unanimous
e Motion Carried

6. BUSINESS ITEMS INFORMATION/ACTION
a. Affordable Housing
i. VTC — General Updates e Lightfighter Village is on track to open housing for homeless,
e Erica Parker reported low, and extremely low-income Veterans in January 2025.
e VTCis looking to add Additional Housing Units ADU’s to
expand by 24 beds.
e VTCis hosting its annual gala on May 11t at the club on
Pasadera and our July 4" benefit concert at Rancho Cielo.
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b. Central Coast Veterans Cemetery Status Report

i. CCCVC Status Report
e Fernando Pimentel reported

e Groundskeeping staff have removed all the shrubbery that
was home to the rattlesnakes.
e We have passed our State Audit.

c. Cemetery Foundation

i. General Updates
e Candy Ingram reported

e The Appreciation Wall has officially started construction.
There should be no delay in its construction. We hop-e to
have it complete by Memorial Day.

e The contractors are doing a phenomenal job with
construction and planning.

d. Ord Military Community

i. Active-Duty General Update:
e CSM Adam Bossart reported

e Introduced himself to the Committee and is excited to be
involved.

e. Army Retired Soldier’s Council

i. General Update:
e Louise Goetzelt reported

e The PXis expanding its facility on the Presidio of Monterey
to make up for the main exchange closure.

e The Retiree Appreciation Day will be the third Saturday in
July (July 20%™) at the Stillwell Community Center. If you
know any organization that want a table, please contact the
Retirement Services Officer.

e The Retiree Council meeting is on Thursday February 1 at
the Stillwell Community Center.

e We conducted the National Retired Soldiers Council meeting
on Teams at 7:00am on February 1%. The in-person meeting
is in April from 14™-19™ at the Pentagon. We will be going
over the 12 national retiree issues.

e The Army Retirement Service Officer, Mark Overberg is
retiring effective July 31°¢.

e There should be a VA Study on Retiree suicide coming out
soon.

e If you have a retiree issue that you want brought up, please
let us know before November.

f. VA-DoD Clinic

i. General Update
e Kintina Edouard reported

e The VAis working on tenant improvement.

e The handicap parking at the clinic has been improved to
avoid potential injury.

e There is a Medallion that sits in the middle part of the
round-a-bout commemorating the different branches of
service.
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g. Municipalities

i. City of Del Rey Oaks, General Updates:
e Rick Johnson reported

Del Rey Oaks is hiring a Deputy Permit Clerk.
The posting is on the city website if you know
anyone that is interested. The posting closes
on March 15%.

ii. City of Monterey, General Updates:
e Mark Ackermann reported

City Council authorized the City Manager to
enter into a Partnership Intermediary
Agreement with the Naval Postgraduate
School Foundation. It is a five-year
agreement that will possibly bring more
opportunities to the community. The focus
being technology transfer from the Naval
Postgraduate School and Silicon Valley to the
local community. There will be more to come
on that.

The City of Monterey lost prior Deputy City
Manager and Head of Public Works, Bill
Reichmuth. Bill was a Veteran leader in the
community.

The City of Monterey also lost prior Mayor,
Peter Coniglio. Peter was a Veteran leader in
the community.

iii. City of Marina, General Updates:

None received.

iv. City of Seaside, General Updates:
e Chair Oglesby reported

No update at this time.

h. Military & Veterans Affairs Office

i. General Update
e Jack Murphy reported

Jack briefed the Committee on the State
Budget Climate and a legislative update.
Jack explained that MVAQO, VTC and the
Marina Foundation met with the City Planner
from the City of Marina about Veteran
priorities in the General Plan.

e Housing, Healthcare and Fort Ord

preservation were key topics.

Jack gave MVAQ's Annual Activity report, see
attached.
MVAO met with the County HR Director to
discuss Veteran related HR Initiatives the
County of Monterey is wanting to implement.
These programs include: The Veterans
Preference Policy, Military Spouse Hiring
Policy, The Military Leave Policy, The DoD
Skillbridge Program, and Operation
Greenlight.
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e Explained joint work between MVAO and
Senator Rubio’s Office (Southern California)
to make the change to the Los Angeles
Housing Authorities rule on Area Median
Income (AMI). This change would allow Los
Angeles County’s 100% Disabled Veterans to
obtain housing vouchers which is already in
place in Monterey County. They will be
drafting a Joint Senate Resolution in the
future.

e Thanked the Committee for support for the
Mental Health Substance Abuse Prop 63
Grant.

e The County is changing its domain names to
.GOV. Our emails and websites will change to
.GOV in roughly six weeks.

e i. Amendment to the Bylaws Article V Section B. First reading.

e Adam Errahebi e Proposed a change to match the Board of
Supervisors language of serving to the
pleasure of the board rather than one (1)
year.

7. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
Receive Communication from Committee members as it pertains to future agenda items

e Shane Strong e The Heroes Open will be on October 26™.

9. ADJOURNMENT: Chair Oglesby
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7 College Fee
Waivers valued
at nearly

238 Unique Veterans :

158 cCompensation Awards

Retroactive Payments

$95,366

Recurring Monthly Payments

Customer Satisfaction Survey

~ 75% Satisfied or Better!

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613
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