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Meeting Minutes 
Military & Veterans Affairs Office (MVAO) 

VETERANS ISSUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (VIAC) 
January 25th, 2023, Thursday, at 3:00 p.m. 

 
1. CALL TO 

ORDER/ESTABLISHMENT OF 
QUORUM 
• Call to Order: Vice-Chair, 

Dan Presser 
•  Roll Call to Establish 

Quorum: Vice-Chair, Dan 
Presser 

Committee Members Present: 
City of Seaside – Chair, Ian Oglesby 
MVAAC – Sid Williams 
UVC – Mary Estrada 
UVC – John Gay 
City of Del Rey Oaks – Rick Johnson 
City of Monterey – Mark Ackermann 
City of Marina – Wesley Haye 
Army Retired Soldier’s Council – Louise Goetzelt 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Led by: Louise Goetzelt 
3. AKNOLWEGEMENT OF 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
• Committee received letter to support Christine Maries Star 

Riders, an organization providing Equine Therapy. The 
organization is in jeopardy of not being able to provide 
services due to issues regarding lease of space. See 
attached. 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD • None received.   

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
(From September 28th) 

• Motion: Louise Goetzelt 
• Second: John Gay 

• Roll Call: Vote 
 Ayes – Unanimous  

• Motion Carried 
 
6. BUSINESS ITEMS INFORMATION/ACTION 
 a. Affordable Housing 

i. VTC – General Updates 
• Kurt Schake reported 

• Lightfighter Village is on track to open housing for homeless, 
low, and extremely low-income Veterans in January 2025. 

• VTC was approached by VA Palo Alto to provide a geriatric 
program. We have applied for six beds.  

• VTC is looking to add Additional Housing Units ADU’s to 
expand by 24 beds.    

 
 
 
 
 
 b. Central Coast Veterans Cemetery Status Report 

i. CCCVC Status Report • Fernando Pimentel has taken over as the Cemetery Director.  
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• Adam Errahebi reported 
 

• The Central Coast Veterans Cemetery is hiring for a full-time 
Security Guard.  

• The unclaimed remains of a Veteran and his spouse will be 
laid to rest at the cemetery on February 5th at 2:00pm. 
Please attend and spread the word if you can.  

 
 c. Cemetery Foundation 

i. General Updates 
• Candy Ingram reported 
 

• The Foundation should receive the right of entry to start the 
Appreciation Wall soon.  

• We are anticipating the construction to begin on February 
5th . We are hoping to have it done by Memorial Day.  

• The Foundation is having its annual board meeting for 
strategic planning. We are looking for insights on what our 
next project should be. Please send all ideas to Candy and/or 
the Foundation.   

 
 d. Ord Military Community  

i. Active-Duty General Update:  
• Adam Errahebi reported 

• CSM Traylor is currently on terminal leave. CSM Adam 
Bossart is taking his place and will be introducing himself 
soon once he is acclimated.   

 
e.  Army Retired Soldier’s Council 

i. General Update:  
• Louise Goetzelt reported 

• Work has started to add a PX section to the Commissary.  
• The Retiree Appreciation Day will be the third Saturday in 

July.  
• There are many job openings on Presidio of Monterey and 

the Naval Postgraduate School. If interested, please look on 
USAJOBS.gov. 

• The Retiree Council meeting is on Thursday February 1st at 
the Stillwell Community Center.  

• The National Retired Soldiers Council is meeting on Teams at 
7:00am on February 1st.   

 
 f. VA-DoD Clinic  

i. General Update • None received   
 
 g. Municipalities 

i. City of Del Rey Oaks, General Updates:  
• Rick Johnson reported 

• Del Rey Oaks adopted the housing element. 
We are inquiring on where Veterans can fit 
into the housing element project.  

 
ii. City of Monterey, General Updates:  
• Mark Ackermann reported 

• No update at this time. 

iii. City of Marina, General Updates:  
• Wesley Haye reported 

• The General Plan in process. Alyson Hunter is 
looking for Veteran input as to what the 
vision of the City of Marina could be in 20 
years in reference to Veterans Benefits.  
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iv. City of Seaside, General Updates:  
• Chair Oglesby reported 

• No update at this time.   

 
 h. Military & Veterans Affairs Office 

i. General Update 
• Jack Murphy reported 

• Jack gave MVAO’s Annual Activity report, see 
attached.  

• Explained joint work between MVAO and 
Senator Rubio’s Office (Southern California) 
to make the change to the Los Angeles 
Housing Authorities rule on Area Median 
Income (AMI). This change would allow Los 
Angeles County’s 100% Disabled Veterans to 
obtain housing vouchers which is already in 
place in Monterey County. They will be 
drafting a Joint Senate Resolution in the 
future.  

• We are moving towards having the Veteran 
Service Non-profits in our building soon.  

• Our office is looking to update the Veterans 
Preference Policy, the Military Leave Policy, 
implement the skill bridge program and 
Military Spouse hiring preference for the 
County.  

• VIAC meetings will be moving over to the 
MVAO Building at 2620 1st Ave starting next 
meeting.  

 
i. Election of Officers 

 
• Chair Oglesby • Opened nominations for Chair for the 

ensuing year, 2024 
• Sid Williams nominates Louise 

Goetzelt 
• No other nominates are received  

 Roll Call Vote: 
• Unanimous Ayes – Ian Oglesby is elected 

Chair for 2024 
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• Chair Oglesby • Opened nominations for Vice-chair for the 
ensuing year, 2024 

• Mary Estrada nominates Dan Presser 
• No other nominates are received 

 Roll Call Vote: 
• Unanimous Ayes – Dan Presser is elected 

Vice-chair for 2024 

• Chair Oglesby • Closed elections.  

 
 
7. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS 
Receive Communication from Committee members as it pertains to future agenda items 
 
• Louise Goetzelt • The MOAA Luncheon is on February 22nd at 

11:00am.  

 
9. ADJOURNMENT: Chair Oglesby 
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