County of Monterey
Military & Veterans Affairs Office

Meeting Minutes

Military & Veterans Affairs Office (MVAO)
VETERANS ISSUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (VIAC)
October 26th, 2023, Thursday, at 3:00 p.m.

1. CALLTO
ORDER/ESTABLISHMENT OF
QUORUM
e Call to Order: Vice-Chair,
Dan Presser

e Roll Call to Establish
Quorum: Vice-Chair, Dan
Presser

Committee Members Present:

City of Seaside — Chair, lan Oglesby
UVC - Vice-Chair, Dan Presser
MVAAC - Sid Williams

UVC — Mary Estrada

UVC - John Gay

UVC - Shane Strong

City of Del Rey Oaks — Rick Johnson
City of Monterey — Mark Ackermann
City of Marina — Wesley Haye
Veterans Families — Walan Chang
Army Retired Soldier’s Council — Louise Goetzelt

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Led by: John Gay

3. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
e Jason and Dave Annessy

e Described the story of Graham Taylor, a pioneer for women
in glass art and their wish to continue to spread her story.
They have also acquired many art pieces, photos and items
from her collection.

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
(From September 28th)

e Motion: Rick Johnson
e Second: Louise Goetzelt
e Roll Call: Vote
=  Ayes—Unanimous
e Motion Carried

5. POSTPONEMENT OF MEETINGS
DUE TO HOLIDAYS

e November and December meetings fall on Federal holiday’s
and will be cancelled. Next meeting will be in January.

6. BUSINESS ITEMS INFORMATION/ACTION

a. Affordable Housing

i. VTC — General Updates
e  Erica Parker reported

e The VTC was featured on Pub Talk for KRML last night to
spread the word about our mission.

e The Wall raising for Lightfighter Village will be on November
3rd. We will have attendees park at Martinez Hall and
shuttle down to Hayes Circle.

e  We will have the “Sip, Savor, and support” fundraiser on
November 9th. Please contact me for tickets.
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b. Central Coast Veterans Cemetery Status Report

i. CCCVC Status Report
e Christine Odson

Our Veteran’s Day event will be on Saturday at 10:30AM.
We held interviews for the Cemetery Manager. We hope to
have someone in place soon.

Roberto Herrera was appointed by the Governor as the
Deputy Secretary of Veterans Services.

The Highway 1 sign is moving forward as CalVet and
CalTrans have agreed to modify the language in their
guidelines to approve the placement of a sign off the
Lightfighter exit North and South. Talks are ongoing.

c. Cemetery Foundation

i. General Updates
e Jack Murphy via Candy
Ingram reported

The Central Coast Veterans Cemetery Veteran’s Day event
will start at 10:30AM on Saturday.

The Cemetery Foundation still does not have the entry right
to have contractors come out to the Cemetery and start on
the appreciation wall. Estimated approval date would be
January 15th. We are talking to CAL VET to expedite the
process.

Monterey Peninsula Engineering was selected as the
construction contractor.

d. Ord Military Community

i. Active-Duty General Update:

None received

e. Army Retired Soldier’s Co

uncil

i. General Update:
e Louise Goetzelt reported

| have an upcoming Teams meeting with the Army Retired
Soldiers Council on the November 1st.

The Soldier for Life apparel is available online at
Shopmyexchange.com.

Retiree Council meeting is on November 2nd at 1:00pm at
the Stillwell Community Center.

f. VA-DoD Clinic

i. General Update
e Jack Murphy reported

The Clinic is conducting Flu and COVID vaccinations on a
walk-in basis from 8:00AM to 12:00PM and 1:00PM to
3:00PM.

g. Municipalities

i. City of Del Rey Oaks, General Updates: °

e Rick Johnson reported

Del Rey Oaks is relocating utilities next month
on Highway 218. The underpass will connect
to Veterans Way on the trail. The project is
expected to take seven to eight months.
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ii. City of Monterey, General Updates: e We are continuing to try and recruit military

e Mark Ackermann reported spouses and Veterans for job opportunities.
Please contact me for more info.

iii. City of Marina, General Updates: e The General Plan in process. Alyson Hunter is

e Wesley Haye reported looking for Veteran input as to what the

vision of the City of Marina could be in 20
years in reference to Veterans Benefits.

iv. City of Seaside, General Updates: e No updated at this time.
e Chair Oglesby reported

h. Military & Veterans Affairs Office
i. General Update e Jack gave MVAQ’s Monthly Activity report,
e Jack Murphy reported see attached.
e Explained the movement of AB46. It is
currently a two-year bill.
e Explained the current County budget climate.
e We are hiring for an Office Assistant Il.

7. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS
Receive Communication from Committee members as it pertains to future agenda items

e John Gay e There will be a Veteran’s Day event at the

Vietnam Veterans Memorial on Veteran’s

Day at 11:00AM.

e Louise Goetzelt e The MOAA Luncheon is on November 16th at
11:00AM at Bayonet Blackhorse.

e | will send an email code out for Wreaths
Across America.

e Shane Strong o The Heroes Open is this weekend on October

28th. Registration starts at 7:00AM and tee-

off is at 8:30AM.

e  Christine Odson e The Cemetery is participating in Wreaths
Across America on December 16th at
12:00PM.

e Jack Murphy e Explained the 2620 1st Ave building

occupancy and available office space.

e Discussed moving the Drill Sergeant Statue
off Garrison property to an appropriate
location.

8. ADJOURNMENT: Chair Oglesby
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Outreach Events

282

New Contacts

=

238 Unique Veteran?h' :

186 VA Disability Awards

~ Customer Satisfaction Survey

88% Very Satisfied!

www.mvao.org  Serving those who served (831) 647-7613

National

SUICIDE
PREVENTION

12 College
Fee Waivers
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