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730 La Guardia, Salinas, CA 93905Minutes
Monterey County Area Agency on Aging
Advisory Council Meeting
Thursday August 15, 2024
1:30pm-3:30pm
730 La Guardia, Second Floor, 
Frida-Diego Conference Room,
Salinas, CA 93905










	Members
	Roll 
Attendance
	
	Roll 
Attendance

	Richard Kuehn, Chair
	Present
	JoAnne Roth
	Present

	Aimee Cuda, Vice-Chair
	Present
	Jose Vazquez
	Not Present

	Kathybelle Barlow
	Present
	Kontrena McPheter
	Present

	Bobbie Blakeney
	Present
	Alicia Rodriguez
	Present

	Jessica McKillip
	Present
	
	

	Staff
	Attendance

	Marleen Bush
Thom De La Cruz
Rosemary Munoz
	Present
Present
Present

	Agenda

	1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance
	Meeting was called to order by the Chair at 1:35 pm.

	2. Roll Call
	All members were present except for Jose Vazquez.

	3. Changes to the Agenda
	None

	4. Public Introductions, Comments and Announcements: Members of the public including service providers may address the Council on items not listed on today’s Agenda that are within the jurisdiction of the Council. Presentations must not exceed three minutes in length, and individuals may speak only once during oral communications.
If any member of the public wishes to address the Council on any action item that is listed on today’s agenda (excluding approval and acceptance of minutes), they may do so when that item is called as directed by the Chair. 

	5. Guest Presentation
	Teri Scarlett gave a presentation on Legal Services for Seniors, the only “no cost” law office in Monterey County serving residents 60 years of age or older. They handle a wide variety of civil cases such as financial and elder abuse, guardianships, conservatorships, landlord and tenant issues, consumer fraud, wills, advanced healthcare directives, and springing power of attorney. Teri mentioned their workload increased by 25% due to an increase in outreach efforts throughout the county reaching over 6,000 seniors in the last fiscal year. She stated there is a growing number of scams targeting vulnerable seniors. This coming fiscal year, one of their main goals is to educate seniors countywide and, in their office, to prevent scams from happening.

	6. ACTION ITEMS:  
a. Approval of June 20, 2024, Minutes
b. Appoint Nominating Committee for the nominations of Chair and Vice-Chair for a 2-year term 2025 & 2026
	a. Alicia Rodriguez moved to approve the June 20, 2024, Minutes with Kathybelle Barlow’s addition to item 12: Kathybelle announced that there is a new mobile crisis line 988 in Monterey County that can help over the phone and/or dispatch a crisis team to where the person in crisis is. JoAnne Roth seconded. Roll call vote was taken and approved by all members present.  
b. Bobbie Blakeney, Aimee Cuda, and Jessica McKillip volunteered to be on the nominating committee. Bobbie will reach out to them to convene.

	7. Executive Committee Report (Aimee)
	The process for initiating the nominating committee was discussed at length as well as the standard reports.

	8. Legislation & Advocacy (L&A) Committee Report (Jessica)
	The DMV license renewal program was discussed as well as the upcoming priorities for the California Senior Legislature (CSL) and revamping our current legislative priorities so that we can start reaching out to the mayors and the supervisors and working with them. Jessica added that the AAA staff shared an update regarding the USAging conference they attended.

	9. Planning, Evaluation & Allocations (PE&A) Committee Report (Aimee)
	An overview was provided for current grants and contracts as well as the service units for the 4th quarter of Fiscal Year 2023-24. There were updates on the DMV driver’s license renewal assistance program. AAA staff reported on two new congregate meal sites.  Staff also provided an update on the Digital Connections program.

	10.  Designated Committee Representative Reports:
a. Public Authority for IHSS Advisory Committee (Richard)
b. Monterey-Salinas Transit, Mobility Advisory Committee (Jessica McKillip)
c. Triple-A Council of California (Richard)
	a. No update.
b. The meeting was held on July 31, 2024. There was a presentation from Legal Services for Seniors by Vicky Canepa who is their bilingual South County outreach educator. The standard MediVan (MV)Transit mobility transit updates were provided as well as the annual report update regarding the mobility program and how many participants and enrollees they served over the last year.  
c. Richard is no longer attending. Marleen will be attending this meeting going forward until a new AAA Advisory Council Chair is appointed and will presenting at the next meeting.

	11.  Staff Reports/Comments
a. Update on DMV driver’s license renewal assistance for older adults
b. Update on Digital Connections
c. Update on NCRPD intergenerational activities
d. Update on new FY 2024-25 AAA contracts 
e. Update on AAA on-site program monitoring for FY 2024-25
f. Update on South County congregate meal sites and new sites in Marina and Monterey
g. Update on Senior Farmers Market Nutritional Program
h. Update on Open House & Resource Fair held on June 21, 2024
	a. Thom reported that he met with Dr. Smith regarding the suggestion for Learning Time, Inc. to provide services at other locations and she declined because that would diminish the resources, they have available in their office at the One Stop Community Center and if individuals do not show up it will result in lost time and no-show fees.  The possibility of offering “train-the-trainer” was also discussed so that others can provide this curriculum throughout the county. Dr. Smith was okay with this idea. Thom will schedule a follow-up meeting with Dr. Smith to discuss and outline the details. 
b. As reported at the PE&A meeting, there were 4 iPads remaining which have now been assigned and are scheduled to be issued to the participants next week.
c. Thom reported that North County Recreation and Parks District (NCRPD) held their last cooking demo on ___. This program was successful and well attended but unfortunately the grant expired on August 31, 2024.
d. Marleen provided a detailed overview on current contracts for fiscal year 2024-25.
e. Marleen and Thom will be conducting on site program monitoring and invited Advisory Council members to participate if available. Marleen will send an email to all members once the dates are established.
f. Marleen shared there are two new congregate meal sites Marina Manor Senior Apartments and El Estero Senior Housing. This brings the total number of congregate meal sites to 13 throughout the county.
g. 300 vouchers valued at $50 each for the Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program were received from the state and were distributed amongst the following service providers who expressed interest in participating: Alliance on Aging, Meals on Wheels of the Monterey Peninsula, North County Recreation and Parks District, and Prunedale Senior Center. The program is currently underway.
h. The One Stop Community Center Open House & Resource Fair held on June 21, 2024, was a great success, with over 423 people in attendance. The event featured 30 service providers as exhibitors, raffle prizes, and gas cards valued at $25 each were given to the first 100 attendees. We served 500 hot dogs and 400 shave ice and provided numerous snacks and other giveaways.

	12.  Announcements
	· Marleen provided an update on Bobbie’s suggestion to bring back the Elder Justice summits. Marleen brought this idea to the Aging and Disability Resource Connection (ADRC) analyst responsible for facilitating the ADRC partner meetings, proposing to add an Elder Justice related item to their agenda each June organize Zoom meeting breakout sessions to foster discussions and share information. 
· Kathybelle announced that the CSL age to become a member is 55 and older. Since she meets that qualification, she would be interested in applying. 
· Aimee announced that the Senior Fair is on August 29, 2024, from 12-3pm. 45 vendors are scheduled to be there.
· Jessica announced that Independent Transportation Network (ITN Monterey County) will celebrate its 100,000th ride with an event on October 24, 2024. She will be sharing the invitation. 
· Kontrena announced that on October 17, 2024, Interim Inc. will be holding an event for housing and is looking for a senior speaker to share their story on substance abuse, mental health and/or homelessness.

	13. Adjourn & Confirm Next Meeting:  
October 17, 2024, 1:30pm
	Meeting adjourned at 2:40 pm.



For further information or to make a request for special accommodations (language, disability, or access) please call Rosemary Munoz at (831) 755-4465, one day prior to the meeting date.

Council Members: Please contact Rosemary Munoz at (831) 755-4465 or by email at MunozR1@countyofmonterey.gov if you are unable to participate in this meeting.
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