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The Monterey County Environmental Health Bureau (EHB) continues to lead a coordinated, 
multi-agency response to evaluate potential environmental and health impacts related to the 
Moss Landing battery fire. This monthly update highlights key actions taken since the August 
2025 summary. 
 
����� Community Sampling 

Phase 1 – Soil Sampling 
• Sampling was completed May 8 – June 20 at 27 locations (108 samples). 

• Soil Sampling Report by Terraphase Engineering (August 22) was reviewed by state 
partners including Department of Toxic Substances Control - Human and Ecological Risk 
Office (DTSC-HERO) and the California Department of Public Health. 

• Review confirmed no widespread contamination above health-screening levels. Only 3 of 
108 samples showed exceedances for battery-related metals. 

• Independent verification: A split sample (identical soil sample analyzed by two different 
labs) was collected from each location. DTSC-HERO toxicologists reviewed the results 
and confirmed that while Terraphase’s findings tended to be slightly higher, the 
differences were not large enough to change human health risk management decisions. 

• Agencies advised that additional evaluation may still be needed, particularly for 
ecological impacts. 

View the soil results on the Moss Landing Vistra Battery Fire Data Dashboard Viewer. 
 

Phase 2 – Sediment, Surface Water and Porewater Sampling 
• A revised workplan was accepted August 11, with minor modifications. 

• Field sampling began the week of September 8 in the marsh and slough areas near the 
facility, with EHB staff onsite to observe. 

• Sampling included sediment, surface water, and porewater to better understand 
ecological impacts. 

• Preliminary laboratory results are expected in October, with expert review to follow. 

 
 
 
 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0045660d4525482588730b41260c1004/page/Dashboard


Moss Landing Vistra Battery Fire Response   
Environmental Health Bureau Update   September 2025 

������������ Expected Report Timeline 
November 2025: Sediment, Surface Water, and Porewater Sampling Report 

January 2026: Preliminary Environmental Analysis (PEA) Report, including human health 
and ecological risk screenings  

The sampling reports provide the data for the PEA Report, which will determine whether 
additional sampling is needed, assess the extent of human health and ecological impacts, and 
recommend appropriate mitigation actions if necessary. 

All reports will be reviewed by state experts for accuracy and completeness, including 
toxicologists from DTSC and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA).  

���� Air Monitoring 
• Continuous perimeter and community air monitoring by Vistra’s consultant remains in 

place for PM2.5 and hydrogen fluoride (HF). HF has not been detected since the January 
incident, but monitoring continues as a precaution. 

• Daily PM2.5 and HF plots are available on the County’s Moss Landing website. 
Air | County of Monterey, CA 

• Monterey Bay Air Resources District (MBARD) has installed a new PM2.5 sensor across 
Highway 1 from the Vistra site; hourly data is available through MBARD’s Sensor 
Network. 
Current Air Quality & Forecast - Monterey Bay Air Resources District 

 
 

https://www.readymontereycounty.org/emergency/2025-moss-landing-vistra-power-plant-fire/testing/air
https://www.mbard.org/current-air-quality-forecast-1ac8512

