County of Monterey Health Department
Environmental Health Bureau

Moss Landing Vistra Battery Fire Response — Update July 2025

The Monterey County Environmental Health Bureau (EHB) continues to lead a coordinated,
multi-agency effort to assess and manage potential environmental and health impacts related to
the Moss Landing battery fire. Below is a summary of recent activities, ongoing sampling
efforts, and next steps designed to ensure data accuracy, public transparency, and informed
decision-making.

1. Request for Battery Facilities to Remain Offline
e Inlate June and early July, EHB asked Vistra and PG&E to keep their Battery Energy
Storage Systems in Moss Landing offline.

o Facilities must remain offline until the County has reviewed and approved each site’s
updated emergency action plan.

& Toxicologist Data Review & Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA)

Cornerstone Earth Group determined that insufficient information is available to prepare a
Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA). The County’s public dashboard is intended for
community transparency—not detailed risk analysis. The toxicologist recommends several key
next steps:

e Collect new, focused samples

o Rely on lab data over field screening results
e Include background data for context

o Perform a full quality review of all data

These recommendations aim to ensure the County has accurate and complete information if an
HHRA is pursued later.

Separately, Vistra’s consultant, Terraphase Engineering, has been directed to prepare a human
health risk screening. This will be part of a larger preliminary environmental analysis report
including all sampling data, ecological screening, and recommendations.

State partners such as the California Department of Public Health, Department of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC), and toxicologists from the Office of Environmental Health Hazard
Assessment (OEHHA) will review the report for completeness and accuracy.



Community Sampling Plans
Phase 1 — Soil Sampling

Soil sampling throughout Moss Landing and parts of North County, was conducted from
May 8 through June 20.

e Preliminary lab results expected in mid-July. Terraphase will then prepare a technical
report within 30 days. County-coordinated experts will review it within 10 business days.

e DTSC and County collected confirmatory samples at each location. DTSC will
statistically compare these to Terraphase’s results to verify reliability of data.

e Verified data and reports will be posted online and added to the GIS dashboard.

Phase 2 — Sediment & Surface Water Sampling

A work plan for sediment and surface water sampling focused on marsh and slough areas
east of the facility is under development.

e A preliminary work plan was reviewed by the County and state partners, and feedback for
revisions has been provided. Vistra must submit the revised plan by August 11.

o Sampling is expected to begin in late August and move quickly due to secured site access.
A technical report will follow within 30 days of lab completion, reviewed by experts
before publication.

v~ External Community Sampling — CDFW Soil Testing
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife collected soil samples on April 30 from the
Elkhorn Slough Reserve. Results show contaminant levels below DTSC and U.S. EPA worker
exposure thresholds.

%% Expected Report Timeline
Late August 2025: Soil Sampling Report from Terraphase, including DTSC’s
independent statistical analysis.

November 2025: Sediment & Surface Water Report.

December 2025: Preliminary environmental analysis report with human health and
ecological risk screenings.

All reports will be reviewed by County and state experts, including OEHHA toxicologists, for
accuracy and completeness.

%> Commitment to the Community

The priority of EHB is to ensure data are scientifically sound, independently validated, and
reliable enough to support complex health risk analysis. Each step—from field sampling to lab
analysis and expert review—is meant to deliver accurate, transparent information the public can
trust and that regulators can use for long-term decision-making.
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